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tion, in company with a young man of dark complexion. 
He, Valence, knew Marie,, and could not be mistaken 
in her identity. The articles found in the thicket were 
fully identified by the relatives of Marie. 

The items of evidence and information thus collected 
by myself, from the newspapers, at the suggestion of 
Dupin, embraced only one more point—but this was 
a point of seemingly vast consequence. It appears that, 
immediately after the discovery of the clothes as above 
described, the lifeless or nearly lifeless body of St. 
Eustache, Marie’s betrothed, was found in the vicinity of 
what all now supposed the scene of the outrage. A phial 
labelled “ laudanum,” and emptied, was found near him. 
His breath gave evidence of the poison. He died with- 1 
out speaking. Upon his person was found a letter, briefly ^ 
stating his love for Marie, with his design of self-de-1 
struction. 

“ I need scarcely tell you,” said Dupin, as he finished 
the perusal of my notes, “ that this is a far more intricate | 
case than that of the Rue Morgue; from which it differs'< 
in one important respect. This is an ordinary , although 
an atrocious, instance of crime. There is nothing pecul¬ 
iarly outr£ about it. You will observe that, for this 
reason, the mystery has been considered easy, when, for 
this reason, it should have been considered difficult, of 
solution. Thus, at first, it was thought unnecessary to 

offer a reward. The myrmidons of G- were able at 

once to comprehend how and why such an atrocity 
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might have been committed. They could picture to their 
imaginations a mode—many modes,—and a motive— 
many motives; and because it was not impossible that 
either of these numerous modes and motives could have 
been the actual one, they have taken it for granted that 
one of them must . But the ease with which these variable 
fancies were entertained, and the very plausibility which 
each assumed, should have been understood as indicative 
rather of the difficulties than of the facilities which must 
attend elucidation. I have therefore observed that it is 
by prominences above the plane of the ordinary, that 
reason feels her way, if at all, in her search for the true, 
and that the proper question in cases such as this, is 
not so much 1 what has occurred?’ as ‘what has occurred 
that has never occurred before?’ In the investigations 
at the house of Madame L’ Espanaye,* the agents of 

G- were discouraged and confounded by that very 

unusualness which, to a properly regulated intellect, would 
have afforded the surest dmen of success; while this 
same intellect might have been plunged in despair at the 
ordinary character of all that met the eye in the case 
of the perfumery-girl, and yet told of nothing but 
easy triumph to the functionaries of the Prefecture. 

“ In the case of Madame L* Espanaye and her daughter, 
there was, even at the beginning of our investigation, no 
doubt that murder had been committed. The idea of 
suicide was excluded at once. Here, too, we are freed, at 

* See “ Murders in the Rue Morgue.” 
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the commencement, from all supposition of self-murder. 
The body found at the BarrRre du Roule was found 
under such circumstances as to leave us no room for em¬ 
barrassment upon this important point. But it has been 
suggested that the corpse discovered is not that of the 
Marie Roget for the conviction of whose assassin, or assas¬ 
sins, the reward is offered, and respecting whom, solely, 
our agreement has been arranged with the Prefect. We 
both know this gentleman well. It will not do to trust 
him too far. If, dating our inquiries from the body 
found, and then tracing a murderer, we yet discover this 
body to be that of some other individual than Marie ; or 
if, starting from the living Marie, we find her, yet find her 
unassassinated—in either case we lose our labor; since it 

is Monsieur G-with whom we have to deal. For our 

own purpose, therefore, if not for the purpose of justice, it 
is indispensable that our first step should be the determi¬ 
nation of the identity of the corpse with the Marie Roget 
who is missing. 

“ With the public the arguments of L Etoile have had 
weight; and that the journal itself is convinced of their 
importance would appear from the manner in which it 
commences one of its essays upon the subject—‘ Several 
of the morning papers of the day/ it says, ‘ speak of the 
conclusive article in Monday’s Etoilel To me, this article 
appears conclusive of little beyond the zeal of its inditer. 
We should bear in mind that, in general, it is the object 
of our newspapers rather to create a sensation—to make a 
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point—than to further the cause of truth. The latter end 
is only pursued when it seems coincident with the former. 
The print which merely falls in with ordinary opinion 
(however well founded this opinion may be) earns for 
itself no credit with the mob. The mass of the people 
regard as profound only him who suggests pungent contra¬ 
dictions of the general idea. In ratiocination, not less 
than in literature, it is the epigram which is the most im¬ 
mediately and the most universally appreciated. In both, 
it is of the lowest order of merit. 

“ What I mean to say is, that it is the mingled epigram 
and melodrame of the idea, that Marie Roget still lives, 
rather than any true plausibility in this idea, which have 
suggested'it to L y Etoile , and secured it a favorable recep¬ 
tion with the public. Let us examine the heads of this 
journal's argument; endeavoring to avoid the incoherence 
with which it is originally set forth. 

“ The first aim of the writer is to show, from the brevity 
of the interval between Marie's disappearance and the 
finding of the floating corpse, that this corpse cannot be 
that of Marie. The reduction of this interval to its smallest 
possible dimension, becomes thus, at once, an object with 
the reasoner. In the rash pursuit of this object, he rushes 
into mere assumption at the outset. ‘ It is folly to sup¬ 
pose/ he says, 4 that the murder, if murder was committed 
on her body, could have been consummated soon enough 
to have enabled her murderers to throw the body into the 
river before midnight.' We demand at once, and very 
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naturally, why? Why is it folly to suppose that the 
murder was committed within five minutes after the girl’s 
quitting her mother’s house ? Why is it folly to suppose 
that the murder was committed at any given period of 
the day? There have been assassinations at all hours. 
But, had the murder taken place at any moment between 
nine o’clock in the morning of Sunday and a quarter 
before midnight, there would still have been time enough 
* to throw the body into the river before midnight.’ This 
assumption, then, amounts precisely to this—that the 
murder was not committed on Sunday at all—and, if we 
allow L' Etoile to assume this, we may permit it any lib¬ 
erties whatever. The paragraph beginning 4 It is folly to 
suppose that the murder, etc.,’ however it appears as 
printed in V Etoile , may be imagined to have existed 
actually thus in the brain of its inditer: ‘It is folly to 
suppose that the murder, if murder was committed on the 
body, could have been committed soon enough to have 
enabled her murderers t‘o throw the body into the river 
before midnight; it is folly, we say, to suppose all this, 
and to suppose at the same time, (as we are resolved to 
suppose), that the body was not thrown in until after mid¬ 
night’—a sentence sufficiently inconsequential in itself, 
but not so utterly preposterous as the one printed. 

“Were it my purpose,” continued Dupin, “ merely to 
make out a case against this passage of L ’ Etoile's argu¬ 
ment, I might safely leave it where it is. It is not, how¬ 
ever, with L Etoile that we have to do, but with the 
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truth. The sentence in question has but one meaning, as 
it stands; and this meaning I have fairly stated; but it is 
material that we go behind the mere words, for an idea 
which these words have obviously intended, and failed to 
convey. It was the design of the journalists to say that 
at whatever period of the day or night of Sunday this 
murder was committed, it was improbable that the assas¬ 
sins would have ventured to bear the corpse to the river 
before midnight. And herein lies, really, the assumption 
of which I complain. It is assumed that the murder was 
committed at such a position, and under such circum¬ 
stances, that the bearing it to the river became necessary. 
Now, the assassination might have taken place upon the 
river’s brink, or on the river itself ; and, thus, the throwing 
the corpse in the water might have been resorted to at 
any period of the day or night, as the most obvious and 
most immediate mode of disposal. You will understand 
that I suggest nothing here as probable, or as coincident 
with my own opinion. My design, so far, has no reference 
to the facts of the case. I wish merely to caution you 
against the whole tone of L Etoile s suggestion , by calling 
your attention to its ex-parte character at the outset. 

“ Having prescribed thus a limit to suit its own precon¬ 
ceived notions; having assumed that, if this were the f 
body of Marie, it could have been in the water but .a very 
brief time, the journal goes on to say: 

“ 6 All experience has shown that drowned bodies, or bodies 
thrown into the water immediately after death by violence, re- 
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quire from six to ten days for sufficient decomposition to take 
place to bring them to the top of the water. Even when a 
cannon is fired over a corpse, and it rises before at least five 
or six days' immersion, it sinks again if let alone.' 

“ These assertions have been tacitly received by every 
paper in Paris, with the exception of Le Moniteur .* This 
latter print endeavors to combat that portion of the para¬ 
graph which has reference to ‘ drowned bodies ’ only, by 
citing some five or six instances in which the bodies of 
individuals known to be drowned were found floating 
after the lapse of less time than is insisted upon by 
L' Etoile . But there is something excessively unphilo- 
sophical in the attempt, on the part of Le Moniteur , to 
rebut the general assertion of L Etoile , by a citation of 
particular instances militating against that assertion. Had 
it been possible to adduce fifty instead of five examples 
of bodies found floating at the end of two or three days, 
these fifty examples could still have been properly re¬ 
garded only as exceptions to L 9 Etoile's rule, until such 
time as the rule itself should be confuted. Admitting the 
rule, (and this Le Moniteur does not deny, insisting mere¬ 
ly upon its exceptions,) the argument of L ' Etoile is 
suffered to remain in full force; for this argument does 
not pretend to involve more than a question of the prob¬ 
ability of the body having risen to the surface in less than 
three days; and this probability will be in favor of 


* The New York Co7nmercial Advertiser, edited by Col. Stone. 
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L' Etoile's position until the instances so childishly ad¬ 
duced shall be sufficient in number to establish an antag- 
onistical rule. 

“ You will see at once that all argument upon this head 
should be urged, if at all, against the rule itself; and for 
this end we must examine the rationale of the rule. Now 
the human body, in general, is neither much lighter nor 
much heavier than the water of the Seine ; that is to say, 
the specific gravity of the human body, in its natural con¬ 
dition, is about equal to the bulk of fresh water which it 
displaces. The bodies of fat and fleshy persons, with 
small bones, and of womeh generally, are lighter than 
those of the lean and large-boned, and of men ; and the 
specific gravity of the water of a river is somewhat in¬ 
fluenced by the presence of the tide from the sea. But, 
leaving this tide out of question, it may be said that very 
few human bodies will sink at all, even in fresh water, of 
their own accord . Almost any one, falling into a river, 
will be enabled to float, if he suffer the specific gravity of 
the water fairly to be adduced in comparison with his own 
—that is to say, if he suffer his whole person to be im¬ 
mersed, with as little exception as possible. The proper 
position for one who cannot swim, is the upright position 
of the walker on land, with the head thrown fully back, 
and immersed; the mouth and nostrils alone remaining 
above the surface. Thus circumstanced, we shall find 
that we float without difficulty and without exertion. It 
is evident, however, that the gravities of the body, and of 
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the bulk of water displaced, are very nicely balanced, and 
that a trifle will cause either to preponderate. An arm, 
for instance, uplifted from the water, and thus deprived 
of its support, is an additional weight sufficient to im¬ 
merse the whole head, while the accidental aid of the 
smallest piece of timber will enable us to elevate the head 
so as to look about. Now, in the struggles of one unused 
to swimming, the arms are invariably thrown upward, 
while an attempt is made to keep the head in its usual 
perpendicular position. The result is the immersion of 
the mouth and nostrils, and the inception, during efforts 
to breathe while beneath the surface, of water into the 
lungs. Much is also received into the stomach, and the 
whole body becomes heavier by the difference between 
the weight of the air originally distending these cavities, 
and that of the fluid which now fills them. This differ¬ 
ence is sufficient to cause the body to sink, as a general 
rule; but is insufficient in the cases of individuals with 
small bones and an abnormal quantity of flaccid or fatty 
matter. Such individuals float even after drowning. 

“ The corpse, being supposed at the bottom of the river, 
will there remain until, by some means, its specific gravity 
again becomes less than that of the bulk of water which 
it displaces. This effect is brought about by decompo¬ 
sition, or otherwise. The result of decomposition is the 
generation of gas, distending the cellular tissues and all 
the cavities, and giving the puffed appearance which is so 
horrible. When this distension has so far progressed that 



THE MYSTERY OF MARIE ROGER 343 

the bulk of the corpse is materially increased without a 
corresponding increase of mass or weight, its specific 
gravity becomes less than that of the water dis¬ 
placed, and it forthwith makes its appearance at the sur¬ 
face. But decomposition is modified by innumerable cir¬ 
cumstances—is hastened or retarded by innumerable 
agencies ; for example, by the heat or cold of the season, 
by the mineral impregnation or purity of the water, by its 
depth or shallowness, by its currency or stagnation, by 
the temperament of the body, by its infection or freedom 
from disease before death. Thus it is evident that we 
can assign no period, with any thing like accuracy, at 
which the corpse shall rise through decomposition. Under 
certain conditions this result would be brought about 
within an hour; under others it might not take place at 
all. There are chemical infusions by which the animal 
frame can be preserved forever from corruption; the bi¬ 
chloride of mercury is one. But, apart from decomposi¬ 
tion, there may be, and very usually is, a generation of 
gas within the stomach, from the acetous fermentation of 
vegetable matter (or within other cavities from other 
causes), sufficient to induce a distension which will bring 
the body to the surface. The effect produced by the fi¬ 
ring of a cannon is that of simple vibration. This may 
either loosen the corpse from the soft mud or ooze in 
which it is imbedded, thus permitting it to rise when 
other agencies have already prepared it for so doing; or 
it may overcome the tenacity of some putrescent por- 
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tions of the cellular tissue, allowing the cavities to dis¬ 
tend under the influence of the gas. 

“ Having thus before us the whole philosophy of this 
subject, we can easily test by it the assertions of L ’ Etoile . 
‘All experience shows/ says this paper, ‘that drowned 
bodies, or bodies thrown into the water immediately after 
death by violence, require from six to ten days for suffi¬ 
cient decomposition to take place to bring them to the 
top of the water. Even when a cannon is fired over a 
corpse, and it rises before at least five or six days’ immer¬ 
sion, it sinks again if let alone.’ 

“ The whole of this paragraph must now appear a tissue 
of inconsequence and incoherence. All experience does 
not show that ‘ drowned bodies ’ require from six to ten 
days for sufficient decomposition to take place to bring 
them to the surface. Both science and experience show 
that the period of their rising is, and necessarily must be, 
indeterminate. If, moreover, a body has risen to the sur¬ 
face through firing of cannon, it will not ‘ sink again if let 
alone,’ until decomposition has so far progressed as to 
permit the escape of the generated gas. But I wish to 
call your attention to the distinction which is made be¬ 
tween ‘ drowned bodies,’ and ‘ bodies thrown into the 
water immediately after death by violence.’ Although 
the writer admits the distinction, he yet includes them all 
in the same category. I have shown how it is that the 
body of a drov/ning man becomes specifically heavier than 
its bulk of water, and that he would not sink at all, ex- 
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cept for the struggle by which he elevates his arms above 
the surface, and his gasps for breath while beneath the 
surface—gasps which supply by water the place of the 
original air in the lungs. But these struggles and these 
gasps would not occur in the body 4 thrown into the water 
immediately after death by violence/ Thus, in the latter 
instance, the body , as a general rule , would not sink at all — 
a fact of which L' Etoile is evidently ignorant. When 
decomposition had proceeded to a very great extent— 
when the flesh had in a great measure left the bones— 
then, indeed, but not till then, should we lose sight of the 
corpse. 

“ And now what are we to make of the argument, that 
the body found could not be that of Marie Roget, be¬ 
cause, three days only having elapsed, this body was 
found floating? If drowned, being a woman, she might 
never have sunk ; or, having sunk, might have re-appeared 
in twenty-four hours or less. But no one supposes her 
to have been drowned; and, dying before being thrown 
into the river, she might have been found floating at any 
period afterward whatever. 

“ 6 But/ says L' Etoile , ‘ if the body had been kept in 
its mangled state on shore until Tuesday night, some 
trace would be found on shore of the murderers.’ Here it 
is at first difficult to perceive the intention of the reasoner. 
He means to anticipate what he imagines would be an 
objection to his theory—viz.: that the body was kept on 
shore two days, suffering rapid decomposition —more rapid 
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than if immersed in water. He supposes that, had this 
been the case, it might have appeared at the surface on 
the Wednesday, and thinks that only under such circum¬ 
stances it could have so appeared. He is accordingly in 
haste to show that it was not kept on shore; for, if so, 
‘ some trace would be found on shore of the murderers.’ 
I presume you smile at the sequitur . You cannot be 
made to see how the mere duration of the corpse on the 
shore could operate to multiply traces of the assassins. 
Nor can I. 

“ ‘ And furthermore it is exceedingly improbable,’ con¬ 
tinues our journal, ‘that any villains who had committed 
such a murder as is here supposed, would have thrown the 
body in without weight to sink it, when such a precaution 
could have so easily been taken.’ Observe, here, the 
laughable confusion of thought ! No one—not even 
L Etoile —disputes the murder committed on the body 
found. The marks of violence are too obvious. It is our 
reasoner’s object merely to show that this body is not 
Marie’s. He wishes to prove that Marie is not assassi¬ 
nated—not that the corpse was not. Yet his observation 
proves only the latter point. Here is a corpse without 
weight attached. Murderers, casting it in, would not have 
failed to attach a weight. Therefore it was* not thrown 
in by murderers. This is all which is proved, if any thing 
is. The question of identity is not even approached, and 
L Etoile has been at great pains merely to gainsay now 
what it has admitted only a moment before. ‘ We are 
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perfectly convinced/ it says, 4 that the body found was 
that of a murdered female/ 

“ Nor is this the sole instance, even in this division of his 
subject, where our reasoner unwittingly reasons against 
himself. His evident object, I have already said, is to re¬ 
duce, as much as possible, the interval between Marie’s 
disappearance and the finding of the corpse. Yet we 
find him urging the point that no person saw the girl from 
the moment of her leaving her mother’s house. * 4 We 
have no evidence,’ he says, 4 that Marie Roget was 
in the land of the living after nine o’clock on Sunday, 
June the twenty-second.’ As his argument is obviously an 
ex-parte one, he should, at least, have left this matter out 
of sight; for had any one been known to see Marie, say 
on Monday, or on Tuesday, the interval in question would 
have been much reduced, and, by his own ratiocination, 
the probability much diminished of the corpse being that 
of the grisette . It is, nevertheless, amusing to observe 
that L y Etoile insists upon its point in the full belief of 
its furthering its general argument. 

44 Re-peruse now that portion of this argument which 
has reference to the identification of the corpse by Beau¬ 
vais. In regard to the hair upon the arm, L ’ Etoile has 
been obviously disingenuous. M. Beauvais, not being an 
idiot, could never have urged in identification of the 
corpse, simply hair upon its arm. No arm is without hair. 
The generality of the expression of L' Etoile is a mere 
perversion of the witness* phraseology. He must have 
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spoken of some peculiarity in this hair. It must have 
been a peculiarity of color, of quantity, of length, or of 
situation. 

“ * Her foot/ says the journal, * was small—so are thou¬ 
sands of feet. Her garter is no proof whatever—nor is 
her shoe—for shoes and garters are sold in packages. The 
same may be said of the flowers in her hat. One thing 
upon which M. Beauvais strongly insists is, that the clasp 
on the garter found had been set back to take it in. This 
amounts to nothing; for most women find it proper to 
take a pair of garters home and fit them to the size of the 
limbs they are to encircle, rather than to try them in the 
store where they purchase.' Here it is difficult to suppose 
the reasoner in earnest. Had M. Beauvais, in his search 
for the body of Marie, discovered a corpse corresponding 
in general size and appearance to the missing girl, he 
would have been warranted (without reference to the 
question of habiliment at all) in forming an opinion that 
his search had been successful. If, in addition to the 
point of general size and contour, he had found upon the 
arm a peculiar hairy appearance which he had observed 
upon the living Marie, his opinion might have been justly 
strengthened ; and the increase of positiveness might well 
have been in the ratio of the peculiarity, or unusualness, 
of the hairy mark. If, the feet of Marie being small, 
those of the corpse were also small, the increase of prob¬ 
ability that the body was that of Marie would not be an 
increase in a ratio merely arithmetical, but in one highly 
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geometrical, or accumulative. Add to all this shoes such 
as she had been known to wear upon the day of her dis¬ 
appearance, and, although these shoes may be ‘ sold in 
packages/ you so far augment the probability as to verge 
upon the certain. What, of itself, would be no evidence 
of identity, becomes through its corroborative position, 
proof most sure. Give us, then, flowers in the hat corre¬ 
sponding to those worn by the missing girl, and we seek 
for nothing further. If only one flower, we seek for noth¬ 
ing further—what then if two or three, or more ? Each 
successive one is multiple evidence—proof not added to 
proof, but multiplied by hundreds or thousands. Let us 
now discover, upon the deceased, garters such as the 
living used, and it is almost folly to proceed. But these 
garters are found to be tightened, by the setting back of 
a clasp, in just such a manner as her own had been tight¬ 
ened by Marie shortly previous to her leaving home. It 
is now madness or hypocrisy to doubt. What L'Etoile 
says in respect to this abbreviation of the garters being an 
unusual occurrence, shows nothing beyond its own perti¬ 
nacity in error. The elastic nature of the clasp-garter is 
self-demonstration of the unusualness of the abbreviation. 
What is made to adjust itself, must of necessity require 
' foreign adjustment but rarely. It must have been by an 
accident, in its strictest sense, that these garters of Marie 
needed the tightening described. They alone would have 
amply established her identity. But it is not that the 
corpse was found to have the garters of the missing girl, 
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or found to have her shoes, or her bonnet, or the flowers 
of her bonnet, or her feet, or a peculiar mark upon the 
arm, or her general size and appearance—it is that the 
corpse had each, and all collectively . Could it be proved 
that the editor of L' Etoile really entertained a doubt, 
under the circumstances, there would be no need, in his 
case, of a commission de lunatico inquirendo . He has 
thought it sagacious to echo the small talk of the lawyers, 
who, for the most part, content themselves with echoing 
the rectangular precepts of the courts. I would here ob¬ 
serve that very much of what is rejected as evidence by a 
court, is the best of evidence to the intellect. For the 
court, guided itself by the general principles of evidence— 
the recognized and booked principles—is averse from swerv¬ 
ing at particular instances. And this steadfast adherence 
to principle, with rigorous disregard of the conflicting ex¬ 
ception, is a sure mode of attaining the maximum of 
attainable truth, in any long sequence of time. The 
practice, in mass , is therefore philosophical; but it is not 
the less certain that it engenders vast individual error.* 

“ In respect to the insinuations levelled at Beauvais, 
you will be willing to dismiss them in a breath. You 

* “ A theory based on the qualities of an object, will prevent its being un¬ 
folded according to its objects ; and he who arranges topics in reference to 
their causes, will cease to value them according to their results. Thus the 
jurisprudence of every nation will show that, when law becomes a science 
and a system, it ceases to be justice. The errors into which a blind devotion 
to principles of classification has led the common law, will be seen by ob¬ 
serving how often the legislature has been obliged to come forward to restore 
the equity its scheme had lost.”— Landor . 
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have already fathomed the true character of this good 
gentleman. He is a busybody , with much of romance 
and little of wit. Any one so constituted will readily so 
conduct himself, upon occasion of real excitement, as to 
render himself liable to suspicion on the part of the over¬ 
acute, or the ill-disposed. M. Beauvais (as it appears 
from your notes) had some personal interviews with the 
editor of L y Etoile , and offended him by venturing an 
opinion that the corpse, notwithstanding the theory of 
the editor, was, in sober fact, that of Marie. ‘ He per¬ 
sists,' says the paper, * in asserting the corpse to be that 
of Marie, but cannot give a circumstance, in addition to 
those which we have commented upon, to make others 
believe.' Now, without re-adverting to the fact that 
stronger evidence ‘ to make others believe,' could never 
have been adduced, it may be remarked that a man may 
very well be understood to believe, in a case of this kind, 
without the ability to advance a single reason for the be¬ 
lief of a second party. Nothing is more vague than im¬ 
pressions of individual identity. Each man recognizes 
his neighbor, yet there are few instances in which any 
one is prepared to give a reason for his recognition. The 
editor of L Etoile had no right to be offended at M. 
Beauvais' .unreasoning belief. 

“ The suspicious circumstances which invest him, will 
be found to tally much better with my hypothesis of ro¬ 
mantic busy-bodyism , than with the reasoner's suggestion 
of guilt. Once adopting the more charitable interpreta- 
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tion, we shall find no difficulty in comprehending the rose 
in the key-hole ; the ‘ Marie ’ upon the slate; the 1 elbow¬ 
ing the male relatives out of the way’; the ‘ aversion to 
permitting them to see the body *; the caution given to 

Madame B-, that she must hold no conversation with 

the gendarme until his (Beauvais') return ; and, lastly, his 
apparent determination 4 that nobody should have any 
thing to do with the proceedings except himself.’ It seems 
to me unquestionable that Beauvais was a suitor of Marie’s; 
that she coquetted with him; and that he was ambitious 
of being thought to enjoy her fullest intimacy.and con¬ 
fidence. I shall say nothing more upon this point; and, 
as the evidence fully rebuts the assertion of L y Etoile, 
touching the matter of apathy on the part of the mother 
and other relatives—an apathy inconsistent with the sup^ 
position of their believing the corpse to be that of the per¬ 
fumery girl—we shall now proceed as if the question of 
identity were settled to our perfect satisfaction.” 

“And what,” I here demanded, “do you think of the 
opinions of Le Commerciel ? ” 

“ That, in spirit, they are far more worthy of attention 
than any which have been promulgated upon the subject. 
The deductions from the premises are philosophical and 
acute ; but the premises, in two instances, at least, are 
founded in imperfect observation. Le Commerciel wishes 
to intimate that Marie was seized by some gang of low 
ruffians not far from her mother’s door. ‘ It is impossible,’ 
it urges, ‘ that a person so well known to thousands as 
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this young woman was, should have passed three blocks 
without some one having seen her/ This is the idea of a 
man long resident in Paris—a public man—and one whose 
walks to and fro in the city have been mostly limited to 
the vicinity of the public offices. He is aware that he sel¬ 
dom passes so far as a dozen blocks from his own bureau , 
without being recognized and accosted. And, knowing 
the extent of his personal acquaintance with others, and 
of others with him, he compares his notoriety with that 
of the perfumery-girl, finds no great difference between 
them, and reaches at once the conclusion that she, in her 
walks, would be equally liable to recognition with himself 
in his. This could only be the case were her walks of 
the same unvarying, methodical character, and within the 
same species of limited region as are his own. He passes 
to and fro, at regular intervals, within a confined periph¬ 
ery, abounding in individuals who are led to observa¬ 
tion of his person through interest in the kindred nature 
of his occupation with their own. But the walks of Marie 
may, in general, be supposed discursive. In this particu¬ 
lar instance, it will be understood as most probable, that 
she proceeded upon a route of more than average diversity 
from her accustomed ones. The parallel which we im¬ 
agine to have existed in the mind of Le Commercid 
would only be sustained in the event of the two indi¬ 
viduals traversing the whole city. In this case, granting 
the personal acquaintances to be equal, the chances would 
be also equal that an equal number of personal rencontres 
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would be made. For my own part, I should hold it 
not only as possible, but as far more than probable, that 
Marie might have proceeded, at any given period, by any 
one of the many routes between her own residence and 
that of her aunt, without meeting a single individual 
whom she knew, or by whom she was known. In viewing 
this question in its full and proper light, we must hold 
steadily in mind the great disproportion between the per¬ 
sonal acquaintances of even the most noted individual in 
Paris, and the entire population of Paris itself. 

“ But whatever force there may still appear to be in the 
suggestion of Le Commerciel , will be much diminished 
when we take into consideration the hour at which the 
girl went abroad. 4 It was when the streets were full of 
people,' says Le Commerciel , 4 that she went out.' But 
not so. It was at nine o'clock in the morning. Now at 
nine o'clock of every morning in the week, with the excep¬ 
tion of Sunday , the streets of the city are, it is true, 
thronged with people. At nine on Sunday, the populace 
are chiefly within doors preparing for church . No observ¬ 
ing person can have failed to notice the peculiarly de¬ 
serted air of the town, from about eight until ten on the 
morning of every Sabbath. Between ten and eleven the 
streets are thronged, but not at so early a period as that 
designated. 

44 There is another point at which there seems a deficien¬ 
cy of observation on the part of Le Commerciel. 4 A 
piece,' it says, 4 of one of the unfortunate girl's petticoats, 
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two feet long, and one foot wide, was torn out and tied 
under her chin, and around the back of her head, probably 
to prevent screams. This was done by fellows who had 
no pocket-handkerchiefs/ Whether this idea is or is not 
well founded, we will endeavor to see hereafter; but by 
* fellows who have no pocket-handkerchiefs/ the editor in¬ 
tends the lowest class of ruffians. These, however, are the 
very description of people who will always be found to 
have handkerchiefs even when destitute of shirts. You 
must have had occasion to observe how absolutely indis¬ 
pensable, of late years, to the thorough blackguard, has 
become the pocket-handkerchief.” 

“ And what are we to think,” I asked, “ of the article in 
Le Soldi f” 

“ That it is a vast pity its inditer was not born a parrot— 
in which case he would have been the most illustrious 
parrot of his race. He has merely repeated the individual 
items of the already published opinion ; collecting them, 
with a laudable industry, from this paper and from that. 
‘The things had all evidently been there/ he says, ‘at 
least three or four weeks, and there can be no doubt that 
the spot of this appalling outrage has been discovered.’ 
The facts here re-stated by Le Soleil , are very far indeed 
from removing my own doubts upon this subject, and we 
will examine them more particularly hereafter in connec¬ 
tion with another division of the theme. 

“ At present we must occupy ourselves with other in¬ 
vestigations. You cannot fail to have remarked the ex- 
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treme laxity of the examination of the corpse. To be 
sure, the question of identity was readily determined, or 
should have been ; but there were other points to be 
ascertained. Had the body been in any respect despoiled? 
Had the deceased any articles of jewelry about her person 
upon leaving home ? if so, had she any when found ? 
These are important questions utterly untouched by the 
evidence ; and there are others of equal moment, which 
have met with no attention. We must endeavor to satisfy 
ourselves by personal inquiry. The case of St. Eustache 
must be re-examined. I have no suspicion of this person ; 
but let us proceed methodically. We will ascertain be¬ 
yond a doubt the validity of the affidavits in regard to his 
whereabouts on the Sunday. Affidavits of this character 
are readily made matter of mystification. Should there be 
nothing wrong here, however, we will dismiss St. Eus¬ 
tache from our investigations. His suicide, however, cor¬ 
roborative of suspicion, were there found to be deceit in 
the affidavits, is, without such deceit, in no respect an 
unaccountable circumstance, or one which need cause us 
to deflect from the line of ordinary analysis. 

“ In that which I now propose, we will discard the 
interior points of this tragedy, and concentrate our at¬ 
tention upon its outskirts. Not the least usual error in 
investigations such as this is the limiting of inquiry 
to the immediate, with total disregard of the collateral or 
circumstantial events. It is the malpractice of the courts 
to confine evidence and discussion to the bounds of 
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apparent relevancy. Yet experience has shown, and a 
true philosophy will always show, that a vast, perhaps the 
larger, portion of truth arises from the seemingly irrele¬ 
vant. It is.through the spirit of this principle, if not pre¬ 
cisely through its letter, that modern science has resolved 
to calculate upon the unforeseen. But perhaps you do not 
comprehend me. The history of human knowledge has 
so uninterruptedly shown that to collateral, or incidental, 
or accidental events we are indebted for the most nume¬ 
rous and most valuable discoveries, that it has at length 
become necessary, in prospective view of improvement, 
to make not only large, but the largest, allowances for 
inventions that shall arise by chance, and quite out of the 
range of ordinary expectation. It is no longer philosophi¬ 
cal to base upon what has been a vision of what is to be. 
Accident is admitted as a portion of the substructure. 
We make chance a matter of absolute calculation. We 
subject the unlooked for and unimagined to the mathe¬ 
matical formulce of the schools. 

“ I repeat that it is no more than fact that the larger 
portion of all truth has sprung from the collateral; and it 
is but in accordance with the spirit of the principle in¬ 
volved in this fact that I would divert inquiry, in the 
present case, from the trodden and hitherto unfruitful 
ground of the event itself to the cotemporary circum¬ 
stances which surround it. While you ascertain the 
validity of the affidavits, I will examine the newspapers 
more generally than you have as yet done. So far, we 
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have only reconnoitred the field of investigation ; but it 
will be strange, indeed, if a comprehensive survey, such 
as I propose, of the public prints will not afford us some 
, minute points which shall establish a direction for inquiry.” 

In pursuance of Dupin’s suggestion, I made scrupulous 
examination of the affair of the affidavits. The result 
was a firm conviction of their validity, and of the conse¬ 
quent innocence of St. Eustache. In the meantime my 
friend occupied himself, with what seemed to me a min¬ 
uteness altogether objectless, in a scrutiny of the various 
newspaper files. At the end of a week he placed before 
me the following extracts : 

“About three years and a half ago, a disturbance very simi¬ 
lar to the present was caused by the disappearance of this 
same Marie Roget from the parfumerie of Monsieur Le Blanc, 
in the Palais Royal. At the end of a week, however, she 
re-appeared at her customary comptoir , as well as ever, with 
the exception of a slight paleness not altogether usual. It was 
given out by Monsieur Le Blanc and her mother that she had 
merely been on a visit to some friend in the country ; and the 
affair was speedily hushed up. We presume that the present 
absence is a freak of the same nature, and that, at the expira¬ 
tion of a week or, perhaps, of a month, we shall have her 
among us again .”—Evening Paper , Monday, June 23.* 

“An evening journal of yesterday refers to a former myste¬ 
rious disappearance of Mademoiselle Roget. It is well known 
that, during the week of her absence from Le Blanc's par- 


* New York Express. 
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fuinerie y she was in the company of a young naval officer 
much noted for his debaucheries. A quarrel, it is supposed, 
providentially led to her return home. We have the name of 
the Lothario in question, who is at present stationed in Paris, 
but for obvious reasons forbear to make it public .”—Le Mer - 
curie y Tuesday Morning, June 24.* * * § 

“An outrage of the most atrocious character was perpe¬ 
trated near this city the day before yesterday. A gentleman, 
with his wife and daughter, engaged, about dusk, the services 
of six young men, who were idly rowing a boat to and fro 
near the banks of the Seine, to convey him across the river. 
Upon reaching the opposite shore the three passengers stepped 
out, and had proceeded so far as to be beyond the view of the 
boat, when the daughter discovered that she had left in it her 
parasol. She returned for it, was seized by the gang, carried 
out into the stream, gagged, brutally treated, and finally taken 
to the shore at a point not far from that at which she had 
originally entered the boat with her parents. The villains have 
escaped for the time, but the police are upon their trail, and 
some of them will soon be taken .”—Morning Paper , June 25. f 
“We have received one or two communications, the object 
of which is to fasten the crime of the late atrocity upon Men- 
nais l ; but as this gentleman has been fully exonerated by a 
legal inquiry, and as the arguments of our several correspond¬ 
ents appear to be more zealous than profound, we do not think 
it advisable to make them public .”—Morning Paper , June 28. § 

* New York Herald. 

f New York Courier and Inquirer. 

J Mennais was one of the parties originally suspected and arrested, but 
discharged through total lack of evidence. 

§ New York Courier and Inquirer. 
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“We have received several forcibly written communications, 
apparently from various sources, and which go far to render it 
a matter of certainty that the unfortunate Marie Roget has 
become a victim of one of the numerous bands of blackguards 
which infest the vicinity of the city upon Sunday. Our own 
opinion is decidedly in favor of this supposition. We shall 
endeavor to make room for some of these arguments here¬ 
after .”—Evening Paper —Tuesday, June 31. * 

“ On Monday, one of the bargemen connected with the 
revenue service saw an empty boat floating down the Seine. 
Sails were lying in the bottom of the boat. The bargeman 
towed it under the barge office. The next morning it was 
taken from thence without the knowledge of any of the offi¬ 
cers. The rudder is now at the barge office .”—Le Diligence , 
Thursday, June 26. f 

Upon reading these various extracts, they not only 
seemed to me irrelevant, but I could perceive no mode 
in which any one of them could be brought to bear 
upon the matter in hand. I waited for some explanation 
from Dupin. 

“ It is not my present design,” he said, “to dwell upon 
the first and second of these extracts. I have copied them 
chiefly to show you the extreme remissness of the police, 
who, as far as I can understand from the Prefect, have not 
troubled themselves, in any respect, with an examination 
of the naval officer alluded to. Yet it is mere folly to 


* New York Evening Post. 
\ New York Standard. 
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say that between the first and second disappearance of 
Marie there is no supposable connection. Let us admit 
the first elopement to have resulted in a quarrel between 
the lovers, and the return home of the betrayed. We are 
now prepared to view a second elopement (if we know that 
an elopement has again taken place) as indicating a re¬ 
newal of the betrayer’s advances, rather than as the result 
of new proposals by a second individual—we are prepared 
to regard it as a ‘making up * of the old amour , rather 
than as the commencement of a new one. The chances 
are ten to one, that he who had once eloped with Marie 
would again propose an elopement, rather than that she 
to whom proposals of elopement had been made by one 
individual, should have them made to her by another. 
And here let me call your attention to the fact, that the 
time elapsing between the first ascertained and the sec¬ 
ond supposed elopement is a few months more than the 
general period of the cruises of our men-of-war. Had the 
lover been interrupted in his first villany by the necessity 
of departure to sea, and had he seized the first moment of 
his return to renew the base designs not yet altogether 
accomplished—or not yet altogether accomplished by 
him ? Of all these things we know nothing. 

“You will say, however, that, in the second instance, 
there was no elopement as imagined. Certainly not— 
but are we prepared to say that there was not the 
frustrated design? Beyond St. Eustache, and perhaps 
Beauvais, we find no recognized, no open, no honorable 
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suitors of Marie. Of none other is there any thing said. 
Who, then, is the secret lover, of whom the relatives {at 
least most of them) know nothing, but whom Marie meets 
upon the morning of Sunday, and who is so deeply in her 
confidence, that she hesitates not to remain with him 
until the shades of the evening descend, amid the solitary 
groves of the BarrRre du Roule? Who is that secret 
lover, I ask, of whom, at least, most of the relatives know 
nothing? And what means the singular prophecy of 
Madame Roget on the morning of Marie’s departure ?— 
4 1 fear that I shall never see Marie again.’ 

44 But if we cannot imagine Madame Roget privy to the 
design of elopement, may we not at least suppose this 
design entertained by the girl ? Upon quitting home, she 
gave it to be understood that she was about to visit her 
aunt in the Rue des Dromes, and St. Eustache was re¬ 
quested to call for her at dark. Now, at first glance, this 
fact strongly militates against my suggestion ;—but let us 
reflect. That she did meet some companion, and proceed 
with him across the river, reaching the BarrRre du Roule 
at so late an hour as three o’clock in the afternoon, is 
known. But in consenting so to accompany this indi¬ 
vidual, {for whatever purpose—to her mother known or un¬ 
known, ) she must have thought of her expressed inten¬ 
tion when leaving home, and of the surprise and suspicion 
aroused in the bosom of her affianced suitor, St. Eustache, 
when, calling for her, at the hour appointed, in the Rue 
des Dromes, he should find that she had not been there, 




THE MYSTERY OF MARIE ROGET. 363 

and when, moreover, upon returning to the pension with 
this alarming intelligence, he should become aware of her 
continued absence from home. She must have thought 
of these things, I say. She must have foreseen the 
chagrin of St. Eustache, the suspicion of all. She could 
not have thought of returning to brave this suspicion ; but 
the suspicion becomes a point of trivial importance to her, 
if we suppose her not intending to return. 

“We may imagine her thinking thus—‘ I am to meet a 
certain person for the purpose of elopement, or for certain 
other purposes known only to myself. It is necessary 
that there be no chance of interruption—there must be 
sufficient time given us to elude pursuit—I will give it to 
be understood that I shall visit and spend the day with 
my aunt at the Rue des Dromes—I will tell St. Eustache 
not to call for me until dark—in this way, my absence 
from home for the longest possible period, without caus¬ 
ing suspicion or anxiety, will be accounted for, and I shall 
gain more time than in any other manner. If I bid St. 
Eustache call for me at dark, he will be sure not to call 
before ; but if I wholly neglect to bid him call, my time 
for escape will be diminished, since it will be expected 
that I return the earlier, and my absence will the sooner 
excite anxiety. Now, if it were my design to return at 
all —if I had in contemplation merely a stroll with the 
individual in question—it would not be my policy to bid 
St. Eustache call; for, calling, he will be sure to ascertain 
that I have played him false—a fact of which I might 
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keep him forever in ignorance, by leaving home without 
notifying him of my intention, by returning before dark, 
and by then stating that I had been to visit my aunt in 
the Rue des Dromes. But, as it is my design never to 
return—or not for some weeks—or not until certain con¬ 
cealments are effected—the gaining of time is the only 
point about which I need give myself any concern/ 

“ You have observed, in your notes, that the most gen¬ 
eral opinion in relation to this sad affair is, and was from 
the first, that the girl had been the victim of a gang of 
blackguards. Now, the popular opinion, under certain 
conditions, is not to be disregarded. When arising of 
itself—when manifesting itself in a strictly spontaneous 
manner—we should look upon it as analogous with that 
intuition which is the idiosyncrasy of the individual man 
of genius. In ninety-nine cases from the hundred I would 
abide by its decision. But it is important that we find no 
palpable traces of suggestion. The opinion must be rigor¬ 
ously the public's own ; and the distinction is often exceed¬ 
ingly difficult to perceive and to maintain. In the present 
instance, it appears to me that this‘public opinion,’in 
respect to a gang , has been superinduced by the collateral 
event which is detailed in the third of my extracts. All 
Paris is excited by the discovered corpse of Marie, a girl 
young, beautiful, and notorious. This corpse is found, 
bearing marks of violence, and floating in the river. But 
it is now made known that, at the very period, or about 
the very period, in which it is supposed that the girl was 
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assassinated, an outrage similar in nature to that endured 
by the deceased, although less in extent, was perpetrated, 
by a gang of young ruffians, upon the person of a second 
young female. Is it wonderful that the one known atro¬ 
city should influence the popular judgment in regard to 
the other unknown ? This judgment awaited direction, 
and the known outrage seemed so opportunely to afford 
it! Marie, too, was found in the river; and upon this 
very river was this known outrage committed. The con¬ 
nection of the two events had about it so much of the 
palpable, that the true wonder would have been a failure 
of the populace to appreciate and to seize it. But, in 
fact, the one atrocity, known to be so committed, is, if 
any thing, evidence that the other, committed at a time 
nearly coincident, was not so committed. It would have 
been a miracle indeed, if, while a gang of ruffians were 
perpetrating, at a given locality, a most unheard-of wrong, 
there should have been another similar gang, in a similar 
locality, in the same city, under the same circumstances, 
with the same means and appliances, engaged in a wrong 
of precisely the same aspect, at precisely the same period 
of time! Yet in what, if not in this marvellous train of 
coincidence, does the accidentally suggested opinion of the 
populace call upon us to believe ? 

“ Before proceeding further, let us consider the supposed 
scene of the assassination, in the thicket at the Barri£re 
du Roule. This thicket, although dense, was in the close 
vicinity of a public road. Within were three or four large 
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stones, forming a kind of seat with a back and a footstool. 
On the upper stone was discovered a white petticoat; on 
the second, a silk scarf. A parasol, gloves, and a pocket- 
handkerchief were also here found. The handkerchief 
bore the name 4 Marie Roget.’ Fragments of dress were 
seen on the branches around. The earth was trampled, 
the bushes were broken, and there was every evidence of 
a violent struggle. 

“ Notwithstanding the acclamation with which the dis¬ 
covery of this thicket was received by the press, and the 
unanimity with which it was supposed to indicate the 
precise scene of the outrage, it must be admitted that 
there was some very good reason for doubt. That it was 
the scene, I may or I may not believe—but there was 
excellent reason for doubt. Had the true scene been, 
as Le Commerciel suggested, in the neighborhood of the 
Rue Pav£e St. Andree, the perpetrators of the crime, sup¬ 
posing them still resident in Paris, would naturally have 
been stricken with terror at the public attention thus 
acutely directed into the proper channel; and, in certain 
classes of minds, there would have arisen, at once, a sense 
of the necessity of some exertion to redivert this atten¬ 
tion. And thus, the thicket of the BarrRre du Roule 
having been already suspected, the idea of placing the 
articles where they were found, might have been naturally 
entertained. There is no real evidence, although Le Soleil 
so supposes, that the articles discovered had been more 
than a very few days in the thicket; while there is much 
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circumstantial proof that they could not have remained 
there, without attracting attention, during the twenty 
days elapsing between the fatal Sunday and the afternoon 
upon which they were found by the boys. ‘ They were 
all mildewed down hard/ says Le Soleil , adopting the 
opinions of its predecessors, ‘with the action of the rain 
and stuck together from mildew . The grass had grown 
around and over some of them. The silk of the parasol 
was strong, but the threads of it were run together within. 
The upper part, where it had been doubled and folded, 
was all mildewed and rotten, and tore on being opened/ 
In respect to the grass having ‘ grown around and over 
some of them/ it is obvious that the fact could only have 
been ascertained from the words, and thus from the recol¬ 
lections, of two small boys; for these boys removed the 
articles and took them home before they had been seen 
by a third party. But the grass will grow, especially in 
warm and damp weather (such a$ was that of the period 
of the murder), as much as two or three inches in a single 
day. A parasol lying upon a newly turfed ground, might, 
in a single week, be entirely concealed from sight by the 
upspringing grass. And touching that mildew upon which 
the editor of Le Soleil so petinaciously insists, that he 
employs the word no less than three times in the brief 
paragraph just quoted, is he really unaware of the nature 
of this mildew ? Is he to be told that it is one of the 
many classes of fungus , of which the most ordinary 
feature is its upspringing and decadence within twenty- 
four hours? 
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“Thus we see, at a glance, that what has been most 
triumphantly adduced in support of the idea that the 
articles had been ‘ for at least three or four weeks' in the 
thicket, is most absurdly null as regards any evidence of 
that fact. On the other hand, it is exceedingly difficult 
to believe that these articles could have remained in 
the thicket specified for a longer period than a single 
week—for a longer period than from one Sunday to 
the next. Those who know any thing of the vicinity 
of Paris, know the extreme difficulty of finding seclusion , 
unless at a great distance from it's suburbs. Such a thing 
as an unexplored or even an unfrequently visited recess, 
amid its woods or groves, is not for a moment to be 
imagined. Let any one who, being at heart a lover 
of nature, is yet chained by duty to the dust and heat of 
this great metropolis—let any such one attempt, even dur¬ 
ing the week-days, to slake his thirst for solitude amid the 
scenes of natural loveliness which immediately surround 
us. At every second step, he will find the growing charm 
dispelled by the voice and personal intrusion of some 
ruffian or party of carousing blackguards. He will seek 
privacy amid the densest foliage, all in vain. Here are 
the very nooks where the unwashed most abound—here 
are the temples most desecrate. With sickness of the 
heart the wanderer will flee back to the polluted Paris as 
to a less odious because less incongruous sink of pollution. 
But if the vicinity of the city is so beset during the work¬ 
ing days of the week, how much more so on the Sabbath! 
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It is now especially that, released from the claims of labor, 
or deprived of the customary opportunities of crime, the 
town blackguard seeks the precincts of the town, not 
through love of the rural, which in his heart he despises, 
but by way of escape from the restraints and convention¬ 
alities of society. He desires less the fresh air and the 
green trees, than the utter license of the country. Here, 
at the road-side inn, or beneath the foliage of the woods, he 
indulges unchecked by any eye except those of his boon 
companions, in all the mad excess of a counterfeit hilarity 
—the joint offspring of liberty and of rum. I say nothing 
more than what must be obvious to every dispassionate 
observer, when I repeat that the circumstance of the 
articles in question having remained undiscovered, for 
a longer period than from one Sunday to another, in 
any thicket in the immediate neighborhood of Paris, is to 
be looked upon as little less than miraculous. 

“ But there are not wanting other grounds for the sus¬ 
picion that the articles were placed in the thicket with the 
view of diverting attention from the real scene of the out¬ 
rage. And, first, let me direct your notice to the date of 
the discovery of the articles. Collate this with the date 
of the fifth extract made by myself from the newspapers. 
You will find that the discovery followed, almost imme¬ 
diately, the urgent communications sent to the evening 
paper. These communications, although various, and 
apparently from various sources, tended all to the same 
point—viz., the directing of attention to a gang as the 
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perpetrators of the outrage, and to the neighborhood of 
the Barrikre du Roule as its scene. Now, here, of course, 
the situation is not that, in consequence of these com¬ 
munications, or of the public attention by them directed, 
the articles were found by the boys ; but the suspicion 
might and may well have been, that the articles were not 
before found by the boys, for the reason that the articles 
had not before been in the thicket; having been deposited 
there only at so late a period as at the date, or shortly 
prior to the date of the communications, by the guilty 
authors of these communications themselves. 

“ This thicket was a singular—an exceedingly singular 
one. It was unusually dense. Within its naturally walled 
enclosure were three extraordinary stones, forming a seat 
with a back and a footstool . And this thicket, so full of 
art, was in the immediate vicinity, within a few rods , of 
the dwelling of Madame Deluc, whose boys were in the 
habit of closely examining the shrubberies about them in 
search of the bark of the sassafras. Would it be a rash 
wager—a wager of one thousand to one—that a day never 
passed over the heads of these boys without finding at 
least one of them ensconced in the umbrageous hall, and 
enthroned upon its natural throne ? Those who would 
hesitate at such a wager, have either never been boys 
themselves, or have forgotten the boyish nature. I repeat 
—it is exceedingly hard to comprehend how the articles 
could have remained in this thicket undiscovered, for a 
longer period than one or two days; and that thus there 
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is good ground for suspicion, in spite of the dogmatic 
ignorance of Le Soleil y that they were, at a comparatively 
late date, deposited where found. 

“ But there are still other and stronger reasons for believ- ( 
ing them so deposited, than any which I have as yet 
urged. And, now, let me beg your notice to the highly 
artificial arrangement of the articles. On the upper stone 
lay a white petticoat; on the second , a silk scarf; scattered 
around, were a parasol, gloves, and a pocket-handkerchief 
bearing the name 4 Marie Roget/ Here is just such an 
arrangement as would naturally be made by a not-over- 
acute person wishing to dispose the articles naturally . 
But it is by no means a really natural arrangement. I 
should rather have looked to see the things all lying on 
the ground and trampled under foot. In the narrow 
limits of that bower, it would have been scarcely possible 
that the petticoat and scarf should have retained a posi¬ 
tion upon the stones, when subjected to the brushing to 
and fro of many struggling persons. ‘There was evi¬ 
dence/ it is said, ‘ of a struggle ; and the earth was tram¬ 
pled, the bushes were broken/—but the petticoat and the 
scarf are found deposited as if upon shelves. ‘ The pieces 
of the frock torn out by the bushes were about three inches 
wide and six inches long. One part was the hem of the 
frock and it had been mended. They looked like strips torn 
off! Here, inadvertently, Le Soleil has employed an ex¬ 
ceedingly suspicious phrase. The pieces, as described, do 
indeed 4 look like strips torn off ’; but purposely and by 
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hand. It is one of the rarest of accidents that a piece is 
1 torn off/ from any garment such as is now in question, by 
the agency of a thorn . From the very nature of such 
fabrics, a thorn or nail becoming tangled in them, tears 
them rectangularly—divides them into two longitudinal 
rents, at right angles with each other, and meeting at an 
apex where the thorn enters—but it is scarcely possible 
to conceive the piece ‘ torn off/ I never so knew it, nor 
did you. To tear a piece off from such fabric, two distinct 
forces, in different directions, will be, in almost every case, 
required. If there be two edges to the fabric—if, for ex¬ 
ample, it be a pocket-handkerchief, and it is desired to tear 
from it a slip, then, and then only, will the one force serve 
the purpose. But in the present case the question is of 
a dress, presenting but one edge. To tear a piece from 
the interior, where no edge is presented, could only be 
effected by a miracle through the agency of thorns, and 
no one thorn could accomplish it. But, even where an 
edge is presented, two thorns will be necessary, operating, 
the one in two distinct directions, and the other in one. 
And this in the supposition that the edge is unhemmed. 
If hemmed, the matter is nearly out of the question. We 
thus see the numerous and great obstacles in the way of 
pieces being ‘ torn off ' through the simple agency of 
1 thorns ’; yet we are required to believe not only that one 
piece but that many have been so torn. i And one part/ 
too, ‘ was the hem of the frock ’ / Another piece was 
fart of the skirt , not the hem /—that is to say, was torn com- 
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pletely out, through the agency of thorns, from the un¬ 
edged interior of the dress ! These, I say, are things which 
one may well be pardoned for disbelieving; yet, taken 
collectedly, they form, perhaps, less of reasonable ground 
for suspicion, than the one startling circumstance of the 
articles having been left in this thicket at all, by any 
murderers who had enough precaution to think of remov¬ 
ing the corpse. You will not have apprehended me rightly, 
however, if you suppose it my design to deny this thicket 
as the scene of the outrage. There might have been a 
wrong here , or, more possibly, an accident at Madame 
Deluc’s. But, in fact, this is a point of minor importance. 
We are not engaged in an attempt to discover the scene, 
but to produce the perpetrators of the murder. What I 
have adduced, notwithstanding the minuteness with which 
I have adduced it, has been with the view, first, to show 
the folly of the positive and headlong assertions of Le 
Soleil, but secondly and chiefly, to bring you, by the most 
natural route, to a further contemplation of the doubt 
whether this assassination has, or has not, been the work 
of a gang . 

“We will resume this question by mere allusion to the 
revolting details of the surgeon examined at the inquest. 
It is only necessary to say that his published inferences , 
in regard to the number of the ruffians, have been prop¬ 
erly ridiculed as unjust and totally baseless, by all the 
reputable anatomists of Paris. Not that the matter might 
not have been as inferred, but that there was no ground 
for the inference:—was there not much for another? 
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“ Let us reflect now upon i the traces of a struggle *; and 
let me ask what these traces have been supposed to demon¬ 
strate. A gang. But do they not rather demonstrate the 1 
absence of a gang? What struggle could have taken 
place—what struggle so violent and so enduring as to 
have left its ‘ traces ’ in all directions—between a weak 
and defenceless girl and the gang of ruffians imagined ? 
The silent grasp of a few rough arms and all would have 
been over. The victim must have been absolutely passive 
at their will. You will here bear in mind that the argu¬ 
ments urged against the thicket as the scene, are applica¬ 
ble, in chief part, only against it as the scene of an out¬ 
rage committed by more than a single individual . If we 
imagine but one violator, we can conceive, and thus only 
conceive, the struggle of so violent and so obstinate a 
nature as to have left the ‘ traces ’ apparent. 

“And again. I have already mentioned the suspicion 
to be excited by the fact that the articles in question 
were suffered to remain at all in the thicket where dis¬ 
covered. It seems almost impossible that these evidences 
of guilt should have been accidentally left where found. 
There was sufficient presence of mind (it is supposed) to 
remove the corpse; and yet a more positive evidence 
than the corpse itself (whose features might have been 
quickly obliterated by decay), is allowed to lie conspicu¬ 
ously in the scene of the outrage—I allude to the hand¬ 
kerchief with the name of the deceased. If this was ac¬ 
cident, it was not the accident of a gang. We can im- 
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aglne it only the accident of an individual. Let us see. 
An individual has committed the murder. He is alone 
with the ghost of the departed. He is appalled by what 
lies motionless before him. The fury of his passion is 
over, and there is abundant room in his heart for the 
natural awe of the deed. His is none of that confidence 
which the presence of numbers inevitably inspires. He 
is alone with the dead. He trembles and is bewildered. 
Yet there is a necessity for disposing of the corpse. He 
bears it to the river, and leaves behind him the other evi¬ 
dences of his guilt; for it is difficult, if not impossible to 
carry all the burthen at once, and it will be easy to return 
for what is left. But in his toilsome journey to the water 
his fears redouble within him. The sounds of life encom¬ 
pass his path. A dozen times he hears or fancies he hears 
the step of an observer. Even the very lights from the 
city bewilder him. Yet, in time, and by long and frequent 
pauses of deep agony, he reaches the river’s brink, and 
disposes of his ghastly charge—perhaps through the 
medium of a boat. But now what treasure does the 
world hold—what threat of vengeance could it hold out— 
which would have power to urge the return of that lonely 
murderer over that toilsome and perilous path, to the 
thicket and its blood-chilling recollections? He returns 
not , let the consequences be what they may. He could not 
return if he would. His sole thought is immediate es¬ 
cape. He turns his back forever upon those dreadful 
shrubberies, and flees as from the wrath to come. 
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“ But how with a gang? Their number would have 
inspired them with confidence; if, indeed, confidence is 
ever wanting in the breast of the arrant blackguard; and 
of arrant blackguards alone are the supposed gangs ever 
constituted. Their number, I say, would have prevented 
the bewildering and unreasoning terror which I have 
imagined to paralyze the single man. Could we suppose 
an oversight in one, or two, or three, this oversight would 
have been remedied by a fourth. They would have left 
nothing behind them; for their number would have 
enabled them to carry all at once. There would have 
been no need of return . 

“ Consider now the circumstance that, in the outer 
garment of the corpse when found, 4 a slip, about a foot 
wide, had been torn upward from the bottom hem to the 
waist, wound three times round the waist, and secured by 
a sort of hitch in the back/ This was done with the 
obvious design of affording a handle by which to carry the 
body. But would any number of men have dreamed of 
resorting to such an expedient ? To three or four, the limbs 
of the corpse would have afforded not only a sufficient, 
but the best possible, hold. The device is that of a single 
individual; and this brings us to the fact that 4 between 
the thicket and the river the rails of the fences were 
found taken down, and the ground bore evident traces of 
some heavy burden having been dragged along it!’ But 
would a number of men have put themselves to the super¬ 
fluous trouble of taking down a fence, for the purpose of 
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dragging through it a corpse which they might have lifted 
over any fence in an instant? Would a number of men 
have so dragged a corpse at all as to have left evident 
traces of the dragging? 

“ And here we must refer to an observation of Le Com- 
merciel; an observation upon which I have already, in 
some measure, commented. ‘A piece/ says this journal, 
‘ of one of the unfortunate girl’s petticoats was torn out 
and tied under her chin, and around the back of her head, 
probably to prevent screams. This was done by fellows 
who had no pocket-handkerchiefs.* 

“ I have before suggested that a genuine blackguard is 
never without a pocket-handkerchief. But it is not to 
this fact that I now especially advert. That it was not 
through want of a handkerchief for the purpose imagined 
by Le Commerciel , that this bandage was employed, is 
rendered apparent by the handkerchief left in the thicket; 
and that the object was not ‘ to prevent screams ’ appears, 
also, from the bandage having been employed in prefer¬ 
ence to what would so much better have answered the 
purpose. But the language of the evidence speaks of 
the strip in question as ‘ found around the neck, fitting 
loosely, and secured with a hard knot/ These words are 
sufficiently vague, but differ materially from those of Le 
Commerciel . The slip was eighteen inches wide, and 
therefore, although of muslin, would form a strong band 
when folded or rumpled longitudinally. And thus 
rumpled it was discovered. My inference is this. The 
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solitary murderer, having borne the corpse for some 
distance (whether from the thicket or elsewhere) by 
means of the bandage hitched around its middle, found 
the weight, in this mode of procedure, too much for his 
strength. He resolved to drag the burthen—the evidence 
goes to show that it was dragged. With this object in 
view, it became necessary to attach something like a rope 
to one of the extremities. It could be best attached 
about the neck, where the head would prevent its slipping 
off. And now the murderer bethought him, unquestion¬ 
ably, of the bandage about the loins. He would have 
used this, but for its volution about the corpse, the hitch 
which embarrassed it, and the reflection that it had not 
been ‘ torn off * from the garment. It was easier to tear a 
new slip from the petticoat. He tore it, made it fast 
about the neck, and so dragged his victim t6 the brink of 
the river. That this ‘ bandage,’ only attainable with 
trouble and delay, and but imperfectly answering its pur¬ 
pose—that this bandage was employed at all , demon¬ 
strates that the necessity for its employment sprang from 
circumstances arising at a period when the handkerchief 
was no longer attainable—that is to say, arising, as we 
have imagined, after quitting the thicket (if the thicket 
it was), and on the road between the thicket and the 
river. 

“ But the evidence, you will say, of Madame Deluc (!) 
points especially to the presence of a gang in the vicinity 
of the thicket, at or about the epoch of the murder. This 
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I grant. I doubt if there were not a dozen gangs, such as 
described by Madame Deluc, in and about the vicinity of 
the Barrikre du Roule at or about the period of this tra¬ 
gedy. But the gang which has drawn upon itself the 
pointed animadversion, although the somewhat tardy and 
very suspicious evidence, of Madame Deluc, is the only 
gang which is represented by that honest and scrupulous 
old lady as having eaten her cakes and swallowed her 
brandy, without putting themselves to the trouble of 
making her payment. Et hinc illce irce ? 

“ But what is the precise evidence of Madame Deluc? 
‘ A gang of miscreants made their appearance, behaved 
boisterously, ate and drank without making payment, fol¬ 
lowed in the route of the young man and the girl, returned 
to the inn about dusk , and re-crossed the river as if in great 
haste.' 

“ Now this 1 great haste ’ very possibly seemed greater 
haste in the eyes of Madame Deluc, since she dwelt 
lingeringly and lamentingly upon her violated cakes and 
ale,—cakes and ale for which she might still have enter¬ 
tained a faint hope of compensation. Why, otherwise, 
since it was about dusk , should she make a point of the 
haste ? It is no cause for wonder, surely, that even a 
gang of blackguards should make haste to get home when 
a wide river is to be crossed in small boats, when storm 
impends, and when night approaches . 

“Isa y approaches; for the night had not yet arrived. 
It was only about dusk that the indecent haste of these 
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1 miscreants ’ offended the sober eyes of Madame Deluc. 
But we are told that it was upon this very evening that 
Madame Deluc, as well as her eldest son, * heard the 
screams of a female in the vicinity of the inn.’ And in 
what words does Madame Deluc designate the period of 
the evening at which these screams were heard ? 4 It was 

soon after dark] she says. But * soon after dark ’ is, at 
least, dark; and ‘ about dusk * is as certainly daylight. 
Thus it is abundantly clear that the gang quitted the 
Barrikre du Roule prior to the screams overheard (?) by 
Madame Deluc. And although, in all the many reports 
of the evidence, the relative expressions in question are 
distinctly and invariably employed just as I have em¬ 
ployed them in this conversation with yourself, no notice 
whatever of the gross discrepancy has, as yet, been taken 
by any of the public journals, or by any of the myrmidons 
of police. 

“ I shall add but one to the arguments against a gang; 
but this one has, to my own understanding at least, a 
weight altogether irresistible. Under the circumstances 
of large reward offered, and full pardon to any king’s evi¬ 
dence, it is not to be imagined, for a moment, that some 
member of a gang of low ruffians, or of any body of men, 
would not long ago have betrayed his accomplices. Each 
one of a gang, so placed, is not so much greedy of reward, 
or anxious for escape, as fearful of betrayal. He betrays 
eagerly and early that he may 7 iot himself be betrayed. 
That the secret has not been divulged is the very best of 
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proof that it is, in fact, a secret. The horrors of this dark 
deed are known only to one , or two, living human beings, 
and to God. 

u Let us sum up now the meagre yet certain fruits of 
our long analysis. We have attained the idea either of a 
fatal accident under the roof of Madame Deluc, or of a 
murder perpetrated, in the thicket at the Barri£re du 
Roule, by a lover, or at least by an intimate and secret 
associate of the deceased. This associate is of swarthy 
complexion. This complexion, the ‘ hitch ’ in the band¬ 
age, and the ‘ sailor’s knot ’ with which the bonnet-ribbon 
is tied, point to a seaman, His companionship with the 
deceased—a gay but not an abject young girl—designates 
him as above the grade of the common sailor. Here the 
well-written and urgent communications to the journals 
are much in the way of corroboration. The circumstance 
of the first elopement, as mentioned by Le Mercurie , tends 
to blend the idea of this seaman with that of the ‘ naval 
officer ’ who is first known to have led the unfortunate 
into crime. 

“ And here, most fitly, comes the consideration of the 
continued absence of him of the dark complexion. Let 
me pause to observe that the complexion of this man is 
dark and swarthy; it was no common swarthiness which 
constituted the sole point of remembrance, both as regards 
Valence and Madame Deluc. But why is this man ab¬ 
sent ? Was he murdered by the gang? If so, why are 
there only traces of the assassinated girl ? The scene of 
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the two outrages will naturally be supposed identical. 
And where is his corpse ? The assassins would most 
probably have disposed of both in the same way. But it 
may be said that this man lives, and is deterred from 
making himself known, through dread of being charged 
with the murder. This consideration might be supposed 
to operate upon him now—at this late period—since it 
has been given in evidence that he was seen with Marie, 
but it would have had no force at the period of the 
deed. The first impulse of an innocent man would have 
been to announce the outrage, and to aid in identifying 
the ruffians. This policy would have suggested. He had 
been seen with the girl. He had crossed the river with 

her in an open ferry-boat. The denouncing of the assassins 

/ 

would have appeared, even to an idiot, the surest and sole 
means of relieving himself from suspicion. We cannot 
suppose him, on the night of the fatal Sunday, both in¬ 
nocent himself and incognizant of an outrage committed. 
Yet only under stich circumstances is it possible to imag¬ 
ine that he would have failed, if alive, in the denounce¬ 
ment of the assassins. 

“ And what means are ours of attaining the truth ? 
We shall find these means multiplying and gathering 
distinctness as we proceed. Let us sift to the bottom 
this affair of the first elopement. Let us know the full 
history of ‘ the officer/ with his present circumstances, 
and his whereabouts at the precise period of the murder. 
Let us carefully compare with each other the various 
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communications sent to the evening paper, in which the 
object was to inculpate a gang. This done, let us com¬ 
pare these communications, both as regards style and 
MS., with those sent to the morning paper, at a previous 
period, and insisting so vehemently upon the guilt of 
Mennais. And, all this done, let us again compare these 
various communications with the known MSS. of the 
officer. Let us endeavor to ascertain, by repeated ques¬ 
tionings of Madame Deluc and her boys, as well as of the 
omnibus-driver, Valence, something more of the personal 
appearance and bearing of the ‘ man of dark complexion/ 
Queries, skilfully directed, will not fail to elicit, from 
some of these parties, information on this particular point 
(or upon others)—information which the parties them¬ 
selves may not even be aware of possessing. And let us 
now trace the boat picked up by the bargeman on the 
morning of Monday the twenty-third of June, and which 
was removed from the barge-office, without the cognizance 
of the officer in attendance, and without the rudder , at 
some period prior to the discovery of the corpse. With a 
proper caution and perseverance we shall infallibly trace 
this boat; for not only can the bargeman who picked it 
up identify it, but the rudder is at hand . The rudder 
of a sail boat would not have been abandoned, without 
inquiry, by one altogether at ease in heart. And here let 
me pause to insinuate a question. There was no adver¬ 
tisement of the picking up of this boat. It was silently 
taken to the barge-office, and as silently removed. But 
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its owner or employer—how happened he, at so early a 
period as Tuesday morning, to be informed, without: the 
agency of advertisement, of the locality of the boat taken 
up on Monday, unless we imagine some connection with 
the navy —some personal permanent connection leading 
to cognizance of its minute interests—its petty local 
news ? 

“ In speaking of the lonely assassin dragginghis burden 
to the shore, I have already suggested the probability of 
his availing himself of a boat . Now we are to understand 
that Marie Roget was precipitated from a boat. This 
would naturally have been the case. * The corpse could 
not have been trusted to the shallow waters of the shore. 
The peculiar marks on the back and shoulders of the 
victim tell of the bottom ribs of a boat. That the body 
was found without weight is also corroborative of the idea. 
If thrown from the shore a weight would have been at¬ 
tached. We can only account for its absence by suppos¬ 
ing the murderer to have neglected the precaution of 
supplying himself with it before pushing off. In the act 
of consigning the corpse to the water, he would unques¬ 
tionably have noticed his oversight; but then no remedy 
would have been at hand. Any risk would have been 
preferred to a return to that accursed shore. Having rid 
himself of his ghastly charge, the murderer would have 
hastened to the city. There, at some obscure wharf, he 
would have leaped on land. But the boat—would he have 
secured it ? He would have been in too great haste for 
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such things as securing a boat. Moreover, in fastening it 
to the wharf, he would have felt as if securing evidence 
against himself. His natural thought would have been to 
cast from him, as far as possible, all that had held connec¬ 
tion with his crime. He would not only have fled from 
the wharf, but he would not have permitted the boat to 
remain. Assuredly he would have cast it adrift. Let us 
pursue our fancies.—In the morning, the wretch is stricken 
with unutterable horror at finding that the boat has 
been picked up and detained at a locality which he is in 
the daily habit of frequenting—at a locality, perhaps, 
which his duty compels him to frequent. The next night, 
without daring to ask for the rudder , he removes it. Now 
where is that rudderless boat ? Let it be one of our first 
purposes to discover. With the first glimpse we obtain 
of it, the dawn of our success shall begin. This boat shall 
guide us, with a rapidity which will surprise even our¬ 
selves, to him who employed it in the midnight of the 
fatal Sabbath. Corroboration will rise upon corrobora¬ 
tion, and the murderer will be traced.” 

[For reasons which we shall not specify, but which to 
many readers will appear obvious, we have taken the lib¬ 
erty of here omitting, from the MSS. placed in our hands, 
such portion as details the following up of the apparently 
slight clew obtained by Dupin. We feel it advisable only 
to state, in brief, that the result desired was brought to 
pass; and that the Prefect fulfilled punctually, although 
with reluctance, the terms of his compact with the Chev- 
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alien Mr. Poe's article concludes with the following 
words.— Eds .*] 

It will be understood that I speak of coincidences and 
no more. What I have said above upon this topic must 
suffice. In my own heart there dwells no faith in praeter- 
nature. That Nature and its God are two, no man who 
thinks will deny. That the latter, creating the former, 
can, at will, control or modify it, is also unquestionable. 
I say “ at will ” ; for the question is of will, and not, as 
the insanity of logic has assumed, of power. It is not that 
the Deity cannot modify his laws, but that we insult him 
in imagining a possible necessity for modification. In 
their origin these laws were fashioned to embrace all con- 
tingencies which could lie in the Future. With God all is 
Now, 

I repeat, then, that I speak of these things only as of 
coincidences. And further: in what I relate it will be 
seen that between the fate of the unhappy Mary Cecilia 
Rogers, so far as that fate is known, and the fate of one 
Marie Roget up to a certain epoch in her history, there 
has existed a parallel in the contemplation of whose won¬ 
derful exactitude the reason becomes embarrassed. I say 
all this will be seen. But let it not for a moment be sup¬ 
posed that, in proceeding with the sad narrative of Marie 
from the epoch just mentioned, and in tracing to its de¬ 
nouement the mystery which enshrouded her, it is my 
covert design to hint at an extension of the parallel, or 


* Of the Magazine in which the article was originally published. 
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even to suggest that the measures adopted in Paris for 
the discovery of the assassin of a grisette, or measures 
founded in any similar ratiocination, would produce any 
similar result. 

For, in respect to the latter branch of the supposition, 
it should be considered that the most trifling variation in 
the facts of the two cases might give rise to the most im¬ 
portant miscalculations, by diverting thoroughly the two 
courses of events; very much as, in arithmetic, an error 
which, in its own individuality, may be inappreciable, pro¬ 
duces, at length, by dint of multiplication at all points of 
the process, a result enormously at variance with truth. 
And, in regard to the former branch, we must not fail to 
hold in view that the very Calculus of Probabilities to 
which I have referred, forbids all idea of the extension of 
the parallel,—forbids it with a positiveness strong and 
decided just in proportion as this parallel has already been 
long-drawn and exact. This is one of those anomalous 
propositions which, seemingly appealing to thought alto¬ 
gether apart from the mathematical, is yet one which 
only the mathematician can fully entertain. Nothing, for 
example, is more difficult than to convince the merely 
general reader that the fact of sixes having been thrown 
twice in succession by a player at dice, is sufficient cause 
for betting the largest odds that sixes will not be thrown 
in the third attempt. A suggestion to this effect is usu¬ 
ally rejected by the intellect at once. It does not appear 
that the two throws which have been completed, and 
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which lie now absolutely in the Past, can have influence 
upon the throw which exists only in the Future. The 
chance for throwing sixes seems to be precisely as it was 
at any ordinary time—that is to say, subject only to the 
influence of the various other throws which may be made 
by the dice. And this is a reflection which appears so ex- I 
ceedingly obvious that attempts to controvert it are re¬ 
ceived more frequently with a derisive smile than with 
any thing like respectful attention. The error here in¬ 
volved—a gross error redolent of mischief—I cannot pre¬ 
tend to expose within the limits assigned me at present; 
and with the philosophical it needs no exposure. It may 
be sufficient here to say that it forms one of an infinite 
series of mistakes which arise in the path of Reason 
through her propensity for seeking truth in detail . 
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Nil sapientise odiosius acumine nimio.— Sentca. 


T Paris, just after dark one gusty evening in the 



autumn of 18—, I was enjoying the twofold luxury 
of meditation and a meerschaum, in company with my 
friend, C. Auguste Dupin, in his little back library, or book- 
closet, au troisihne , No. 33 Rue Dunot , Faubourg St . Ger¬ 
main . For one hour at least we had maintained a pro¬ 
found silence; while each, to any casual observer, might 
have seemed intently and exclusively occupied with the 
curling eddies of smoke that oppressed the atmosphere of 
the chamber. For myself, however, I was mentally dis¬ 
cussing certain topics which had formed matter for con¬ 
versation between us at an earlier period of the evening; 
I mean the affair of the Rue Morgue, and the mystery 
attending the murder of Marie Roget. I looked upon it, 
therefore, as something of a coincidence, when the door 
of our apartment was thrown open and admitted our old 

acquaintance, Monsieur G-, the Prefect of the Parisian 

police. 

We gave him a hearty welcome ; for there was nearly 
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half as much of the entertaining as of the contemptible 
about the man, and we had not seen him for several years. 
We had been sitting in the dark, and Dupin now arose for 
the purpose of lighting a lamp, but sat down again, with¬ 
out doing so, upon G.’s saying that he had called to 
consult us, or rather to ask the opinion of my friend, 
about some official business which had occasioned a great 
deal of trouble. 

“If it is any point requiring reflection/’ observed 
Dupin, as he forebore to enkindl.e the wick, “ we shall 
examine it to better purpose in the dark.” 

“ That is another of your odd notions,” said the Pre¬ 
fect, who had the fashion of calling every thing “ odd ” 
that was beyond his comprehension, and thus lived amid 
an absolute legion of “ oddities.” 

“Very true,” said Dupin, as he supplied his visitor with 
a pipe, and rolled toward him a comfortable chair. 

“ And what is the difficulty now? ” I asked. “ Nothing 
more in the assassination way I hope ? ” 

“ Oh, no ; nothing of that nature. The fact is, the 
business is very simple indeed, and I make no doubt that 
we can manage it sufficiently well ourselves; but then I 
thought Dupin would like to "hear the details of it, be¬ 
cause it is so excessively odd” 

“ Simple and odd,” said Dupin. 

“ Why, yes; and not exactly that either. The fact is, 
we have all been a good deal puzzled because the affair is 
so simple, and yet baffles us altogether.” 
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“ Perhaps it is the very simplicity of the thing which 
puts you at fault/’ said my friend. 

“ What nonsense you do talk! ” replied the Prefect, 
laughing heartily. 

“ Perhaps the mystery is a little too plain,” said Dupin. 

“ Oh, good heavens! who ever heard of such an idea?” 

“ A little too self-evident.” 

“ Ha! ha! ha!—ha ! ha ! ha !—ho ! ho ! ho! ” roared 
our visitor, profoundly amused, “ oh, Dupin, you will be 
the death of me yet! ” 

“And what, after all, is the matter on hand?” I 
asked. 

“ Why, I will tell you,” replied the Prefect, as he gave 
a long, steady, and contemplative puff, and settled him¬ 
self in his chair. “ I will tell you in a few words; but, be¬ 
fore I begin, let me caution you that this is an affair 
demanding the greatest secrecy, and that I should most 
probably lose the position I now hold, were it known that 
I confided it to any one.” 

“ Proceed,” said I. 

“ Or not,” said Dupin. 

“ Well, then; I have received personal information, from 
a very high quarter, that a certain document of the last 
importance has been purloined from the royal apartments. 
The individual who purloined it is known; this beyond a 
doubt; he was seen to take it. It is known, also, that it 
still remains in his possession.” 

“ How is this known ? ” asked Dupia 




39 2 


TIIE PURLOINED LETTER . 


“ It is clearly inferred,” replied the Prefect, “ from the 
nature of the document, and from the non-appearance of 
certain results which would at once arise from its passing 
out of the robber’s possession—that is to say, from his 
employing it as he must design in the end to employ it.” 

“ Be a little more explicit,” I said. 

“ Well, I may venture so far as to say that the paper 
gives its holder a certain power in a certain quarter where 
such power is immensely valuable.” The Prefect was fond 
of the cant of diplomacy. 

“ Still I do not quite understand,” said Dupin. 

“ No ? Well; the disclosure of the document to a third 
person, who shall be nameless, would bring in question 
the honor of a personage of most exalted station; and 
this fact gives the holder of the document an ascendancy 
over the illustrious personage whose honor and peace are 
so jeopardized.” 

“But this ascendancy,” I interposed, “would depend 
upon the robber’s knowledge of the loser’s knowledge of 
the robber. Who would dare—” 

“ The thief,” said G., “ is the Minister D-, who dares 

all things, those unbecoming as well as those becoming a 
man. The method of the theft was not less ingenious 
than bold. The document in question—a letter, to be 
frank—had been received by the personage robbed while 
alone in the royal boudoir . During its perusal she was 
suddenly interrupted by the entrance of the other exalted 
personage from whom especially it was her wish to con- 
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ceal it. After a hurried and vain endeavor to thrust it in 
a drawer, she was forced to place it, open as it was, upon 
a table. The address, however, was uppermost, and, the 
contents thus unexposed, the letter escaped notice, At 

this juncture enters the Minister D-. His lynx eye 

immediately perceives the paper, recognizes the hand¬ 
writing of the address, observes the confusion of the per¬ 
sonage addressed, and fathoms her secret. After some 
business transactions, hurried through in his ordinary 
manner, he produces a letter somewhat similar to the one 
in question, opens it, pretends to read it, and then places 
it in close juxtaposition to the other. Again he converses, 
for some fifteen minutes, upon the public affairs. At 
length, in taking leave, he takes also from the table the 
letter to which he had no claim. Its rightful owner saw, 
but, of course, dared not call attention to the act, in the 
presence of the third personage who stood at her elbow. 
The minister decamped; leaving his own letter—one of 
no importance—upon the table.” 

“ Here, then,” said Dupin to me, “you have precisely 
what you demand to make the ascendancy complete—the 
robbers knowledge of the loser’s knowledge of the robber.” 

“ Yes,” replied the Prefect; “ and the power thus at¬ 
tained has, for some months past, been wielded, for politi¬ 
cal purposes, to a very dangerous extent. The personage 
robbed is more thoroughly convinced, every day, of the 
necessity of reclaiming her letter. But this, of course, 
cannot be done openly. In fine, driven to despair, she has 
committed the matter to me.” 
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“ Than whom, ,, said Dupin, amid a perfect whirlwind 
of smoke, “ no more sagacious agent could, I suppose, be 
desired, or even imagined.” 

. “ You flatter me,” replied the Prefect; “but it is pos¬ 
sible that some such opinion may have been entertained.” 

“ It is clear,” said I, “as you observe, that the letter is 
still in the possession of the minister; since it is this pos¬ 
session, and not any employment of the letter, which 
bestows the power. With the employment the power 
departs.” 

“ True,” said G.; “ and upon this conviction I proceeded. 
My first care was to make thorough search of the minister’s 
hotel; and here my chief embarrassment lay in the neces¬ 
sity of searching without his knowledge. Beyond all 
things, I have been warned of the danger which would re¬ 
sult from giving him reason to suspect our design.” 

“ But,” said I, “ you are quite an fait in these investiga¬ 
tions. The Parisian police have done this thing often 
before.” 

“ Oh, yes ; and for this reason I did not despair. The 
habits of the minister gave me, too, a great advantage. 
He is frequently absent from home all night. His ser¬ 
vants are by no means numerous. They sleep at a dis¬ 
tance from their master’s apartment, and, being chiefly 
Neapolitans, are readily made drunk. I have keys, as you 
know, with which I can open any chamber or cabinet in 
Paris. For three months a night has not passed, during 
the greater part of which I have not been engaged, per- 


THE PURLOINED LETTER. 


395 


sonally, in ransacking the D- Hotel. My honor is 

interested, and, to mention a great secret, the reward is 
enormous. So I did not abandon the search until I had 
become fully satisfied that the thief is a more astute man 
than myself. I fancy that I have investigated every nook 
and corner of the premises in which it is possible that the 
paper can be concealed/' 

“ But is it not possible," I suggested, “ that although 
the letter may be in possession of the minister, as it 
unquestionably is, he may have concealed it elsewhere 
than upon his own premises? " 

“This is barely possible," said Dupin. “The present 
peculiar condition of affairs at court, and especially of 

those intrigues in which D-is known to be involved, 

would render the instant availability of the document— 
its susceptibility of being produced at a moment’s notice 
—a point of nearly equal importance with its possession." 

“ Its susceptibility of being produced?" said I. 

“ That is to say, of being destroyed ," said Dupin. 

“True," I observed; “the paper is clearly then upon 
the premises. As for its being upon the person of the 
minister, we may consider that as out of the question." 

« Entirely," said the Prefect. “ He has been twice way¬ 
laid, as if by footpads, and his person rigidly searched 
under my own inspection." 

“ You might have spared yourself this trouble," said 

Dupin. “ D-, I presume, is not altogether a fool, and, 

if not, must have anticipated these waylayings, as a matter 
of course." 
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“ Not altogether a fool,” said G., “ but then he is a poet, 
which I take to be only one remove from a fool.” 

“ True,” said Dupin, after a long and thoughtful whiff 
from his meerschaum, “ although I have been guilty of 
certain doggrel myself.” 

“ Suppose you detail,” said I, “ the particulars of your 
search.” 

“ Why, the fact is, we took our time, and we searched 
everywhere . I have had long experience in these affairs. 
I took the entire building, room by room ; devoting the 
nights of a whole week to each. We examined, first, the 
furniture of each apartment. We opened every possible 
drawer; and I presume you know that, to a properly 
trained police-agent, such a thing as a ( secret ’ drawer is 
impossible. Any man is a dolt who permits a ‘ secret ’ 
drawer to escape him in a search of this kind. The thing 
is so plain. There is a certain amount of bulk—of space 
—to be accounted for in every cabinet. Then we have 
accurate rules. The fiftieth part of a line could not escape 
us. After the cabinets we took the chairs. The cushions 
we probed with the fine long needles you have seen me 
employ. From the tables we removed the tops.” 

“ Why so ? ” 

“ Sometimes the top of a table, or other similarly 
arranged piece of furniture, is removed by the person 
wishing to conceal an article ; then the leg is excavated, 
the article deposited within the cavity, and the top re¬ 
placed. The bottoms and tops of bedposts are employed 
in the same way.” 



THE PURLOINED LETTER. 


397 


“ But could not the cavity .be detected by sounding ? ” 
I asked. 

“ By no means, if, when the article is deposited, a suffi¬ 
cient wadding of cotton be placed around it. Besides, in 
our case, we were obliged to proceed without noise.” 

“ But you could not have removed—you could not have 
taken to pieces all articles of furniture in which it would 
have been possible to make.a deposit in the manner you 
mention. A letter may be compressed into a thin spiral 
roll, not differing much in shape or bulk from a large 
knitting-needle, and in this form it might be inserted into 
the rung of a chair, for example. You did not take to 
pieces all the chairs ? ” 

“ Certainly not; but we did better—we examined the 
rungs of every chair in the hotel, and, indeed, the joint¬ 
ings of every description of furniture, by the aid of a most 
powerful microscope. Had there been any traces of 
recent disturbance we should not have failed to detect it 
instantly. A single grain of gimlet-dust, for example, 
would have been as obvious as an apple. Any disorder 
in the gluing—any unusual gaping in the joints—would 
have sufficed to insure detection. ,, 

\ “ I presume you looked to the mirrors, between the 
boards and the plates, and you probed the beds and the 
bedclothes, as well as the curtains and carpets.” 

“ That of course; and when we had absolutely com¬ 
pleted every particle of the furniture in this way, then we 
examined the house itself. We divided its entire surface 
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into compartments, which we numbered, so that none 
might be missed ; then we scrutinized each individual 
square inch throughout the premises, including the two 
houses immediately adjoining, with the microscope, as 
before.” 

“ The two houses adjoining ! ” I exclaimed ; “you must 
have had a great deal of trouble.” 

“ We had ; but the reward offered is prodigious.” 

“ You include the grounds about the houses ? ” 

“ All the grounds are paved with brick. They gave us 
comparatively little trouble. We examined the moss be¬ 
tween the bricks, and found it undisturbed/* 

“You looked among D-*s papers, of course, and into 

the books of the library ? ’* 

“ Certainly; we opened every package and parcel; we 
not only opened every book, but we turned over every 
leaf in each volume, not contenting ourselves with a mere 
shake, according to the fashion of some of our police offi¬ 
cers. We also measured the thickness of every book- 
cover , with the most accurate admeasurement, and applied 
to each the most jealous scrutiny of the microscope. Had 
any of the bindings been recently meddled with, it would 
have been utterly impossible that the fact should have 
escaped observation. Some five or six volumes, just from 
the hands of the binder, we carefully probed, longitu¬ 
dinally, with the needles/* 

“You explored the floors beneath the carpets?** 

“ Beyond doubt. We removed every carpet, and ex¬ 
amined the boards with the microscope.’* 
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44 And the paper on the walls ? ” 

14 Yes.” 

44 You looked into the cellars ? ” 

"We did.” 

“ Then,” I said, “you have been making a miscalcula¬ 
tion, and the letter is not upon the. premises, as you sup¬ 
pose.” 

“ I fear you are right there,” said the Prefect. “And 
now, Dupin, what would you advise me to do?” 

“To make a thorough research of the premises.” 

“ That is absolutely needless,” replied G-. “ I am 

not more sure that I breathe than I am that the letter is 
not at the hotel.” 

44 1 have no better advice to give you,” said Dupin. 
“You have, of course, an accurate description of the 
letter? ” 

“ Oh, yes! ”—And here the Prefect, producing a memo¬ 
randum-book, proceeded to read aloud a minute account of 
the internal, and especially of the external, appearance of 
the missing document. Soon after finishing the perusal of 
this description, he took his departure, more entirely 
depressed in spirits than I had ever known the good 
gentleman before. 

In about a month afterward he paid us another visit, 
and found us occupied very nearly as before. He took a 
pipe and a chair and entered into some ordinary conversa¬ 
tion. At length I said : 

“ Well, but G-, what of the purloined letter ? I pre- 
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sume you have at last made up your mind that there is no 
such thing as overreaching the Minister? ” 

“ Confound him, say I—yes; I made the re-examina¬ 
tion, however, as Dupin suggested—but it was all labor 
lost, as I knew it would be.” 

“ How much was the reward offered, did you say?” 
asked Dupin. 

“ Why, a very great deal—a very liberal reward—I don't 
like to say how much, precisely; but one thing I will say, 
that I would n’t mind giving my individual check for fifty 
thousand francs to any one who could obtain me that 
letter. The fact is, it is becoming of more and more im¬ 
portance every day; and the reward has been lately 
doubled. If it were trebled, however, I could do no more 
than I have done.” 

“ Why, yes,” said Dupin, drawlingly, between the whiffs 

of his meerschaum, “ I really—think, G-, you have not 

exerted yourself—to the utmost in this matter. You 
might—do a little more, I think, eh ? ” 

“ How?—in what way ? ” 

“ Why—puff, puff—you might—puff, puff—employ 
counsel in the matter, eh ?—puff, puff, puff. Do you re¬ 
member the story they tell of Abernethy ? ” 

“ No ; hang Abernethy ! ” 

“To be sure ! hang him and welcome. But, once upon 
a time, a certain rich miser conceived the design of spun- 
ging upon this Abernethy for a medical opinion. Getting 
up, for this purpose, an ordinary conversation in a private 
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company, he insinuated his case to the physician, as that 
of an imaginary individual. 

We will suppose/ said the miser, ‘ that his symptoms 
are such and such ; now, doctor, what would you have 
directed him to take ? ’ 

“ ‘ Take ! * said Abernethy, ‘ why, take advice , to be 
sure/ ” 

“ But/* said the Prefect, a little discomposed, “ I am 
perfectly willing to take advice, and to pay for it. I would 
really give fifty thousand francs to any one who would aid 
me in the matter.” 

“ In that case/’ replied Dupin, opening a drawer, and 
producing a check-book, “ you may as well fill me up a 
check for the amount mentioned. When you have signed 
it, I will hand you the letter/’ 

I was astounded. The Prefect appeared absolutely 
thunder-stricken. For some minutes he remained speech¬ 
less and motionless, looking incredulously at my friend 
with open mouth, and eyes that seemed starting from their 
sockets; then apparently recovering himself in some 
measure, he seized a pen, and after several pauses and 
vacant stares, finally filled up and signed a check for fifty 
thousand francs, and handed it across the table to Dupin. 
The latter examined it carefully and deposited it in his 
pocket-book ; then, unlocking an escritoire , took thence a 
letter and gave it to the Prefect. This functionary 
grasped it in a perfect agony of joy, opened it with 
a trembling hand, cast a rapid glance at its contents, 
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and then, scrambling and struggling to the door, rushed 
at length unceremoniously from the room and from the 
house, without having uttered a syllable since Dupin had 
requested him to fill up the check. 

When he had gone, my friend entered into some ex¬ 
planations. 

“ The Parisian police,” he-said, “ are exceedingly able in 
their way. They are persevering, ingenious, cunning, and 
thoroughly versed in the knowledge which their duties 

seem chiefly to demand. Thus, when G- detailed to 

us his mode of searching the premises at the Hotel D-, 

I felt entire confidence in his having made a satisfactory 
investigation—so far as his labors extended.” 

“ So far as his labors extended ?” said I. 

“ Yes,” said Dupin. “The measures adopted were not 
only the best of their kind, but carried out to absolute 
perfection. Had the letter been deposited within the 
range of their search, these fellows would, beyond a ques¬ 
tion, have found it.” 

I merely laughed—but he seemed quite serious in all 
that he said. 

“ The measures, then,” he continued, “ were good in their 
kind, and well executed; their defect lay in their being 
inapplicable to the case and to the man. A certain set 
of highly ingenious resources are, with the Prefect, a sort 
of Procrustean bed, to which he forcibly adapts his de¬ 
signs. But he perpetually errs by being too deep or too 
shallow for the matter in hand ; and many a school-boy is 




THE PURLOINED LETTER. 


403 


a better reasoner than he. I knew one about eight years 
of age, whose success at guessing in the game of * even 
and odd ’ attracted universal admiration. This game is 
simple, and is played with marbles. One player holds in 
his hand a number of these toys, and demands of another 
whether that number is even or odd. If the guess is 
right, the guesser wins one ; if wrong, he loses one. The 
boy to whom I allude won all the marbles of the school. 
Of course he had some principle of guessing; and this 
lay in mere observation and admeasurement of the astute¬ 
ness of his opponents. For example, an arrant simpleton 
is his opponent, and, holding up his closed hand, asks, 
‘ Are they even or odd ? ’ Our school-boy replies, i Odd/ 
and loses ; but upon the second trial he wins, for he then 
says to himself: 4 The simpleton had them even upon the 
first trial, and his amount of cunning is just sufficient to 
make him have them odd upon the second ; I will there¬ 
fore guess odd 9 ;—he guesses odd, and wins. Now, with 
a simpleton a degree above the first, he would have rea¬ 
soned thus: 1 This fellow finds that in the first instance 
I guessed odd, and, in the second, he will propose to him¬ 
self, upon the first impulse, a simple variation from even 
to odd, as did the first simpleton ; but then a second 
thought will suggest that this is too simple a variation, 
and finally he will decide upon putting it even as before. 
I will therefore guess even 9 ;—he guesses even, and wins. 
Now this mode of reasoning in the school-boy, whom his 
fellows termed 4 lucky/—what, in its last analysis, is it?” 
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“ It is merely,” I said, “ an identification of the rea- 
soner’s intellect with that of his opponent.” 

“ It is,” said Dupin ; “ and, upon inquiring of the boy 
by what means he effected the thorough identification in 
which his success consisted, I received answer as follows: 
4 When I wish to find out how wise, or how stupid, or how 
good, or how wicked is any one, or what are his thoughts 
at the moment, I fashion the expression of my face, as 
accurately as possible, in accordance with the expression 
of his, and then wait to see what thoughts or sentiments 
arise in my mind or heart, as if to match or correspond 
with the expression/ This response of the school-boy lies 
at the bottom of all the spurious profundity which has 
been attributed to Rochefoucault, to La Bougive, to 
Machiavelli, and to Campanella.” 

“ And the identification,” I said, “ of the reasoned in¬ 
tellect with that of his opponent, depends, if I understand 
you aright, upon the accuracy with which the opponent’s 
intellect is admeasured.” 

“ For its practical value it depends upon this,” replied 
Dupin; “ and the Prefect and his cohort fail so fre¬ 
quently, first, by default of this identification, and, sec¬ 
ondly, by ill-admeasurement, .or rather through non-ad¬ 
measurement, of the intellect with which they are engaged. 
They consider only their own ideas of ingenuity; and, in 
searching for any thing hidden, advert only to the modes 
in which they would have hidden it. They are right in 
this much—that their own ingenuity is a faithful repre- 
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sentative of that of the mass ; but when the cunning of 
the individual felon is diverse in character from their own, 
the felon foils them, of course. This always happens 
when it is above their own, and very usually when it is- 
below. They have no variation of principle in their 
investigations; at best, when urged by some unusual 
emergency—by some extraordinary reward—they extend 
or exaggerate their old modes of practice , without touch¬ 
ing their principles. What, for example, in this case of 

D-, has been done to vary the principle of action? 

What is all this boring, and probing, and sounding, and 
scrutinizing with the microscope, and dividing the surface 
of the building into registered square inches—what is it 
all but an exaggeration of the application of the one prin¬ 
ciple or set of principles of search, which are based upon 
the one set of notions regarding human ingenuity, to 
which the Prefect, in the long routine of his duty, has 
been accustomed ? Do you not see he has taken it for 
granted that all men proceed to conceal a letter, not 
exactly in a gimlet-hole bored in a chair-leg, but, at least, 
in some out-of-the-way hole or corner suggested by the 
same tenor of thought which would urge a man to secrete 
a letter in a gimlet-hole bored in a chair-leg ? And do 
you not see also, that such rechercMs nooks for conceal¬ 
ment are adapted only for ordinary occasions, and would 
be adopted only by ordinary intellects; for, in all cases 
of concealment, a disposal of the article concealed—a dis¬ 
posal of it in this recherche manner,—is, in the very first 
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instance, presumable and presumed; and thus its dis¬ 
covery depends, not at all upon the acumen, but alto¬ 
gether upon the mere care, patience, and determination of 
the seekers ; and where the case is of importance—or, 
what amounts to the same thing in the political eyes, 
when the reward is of magnitude,—the qualities in ques¬ 
tion have never been known to fail. You will now under¬ 
stand what I meant in suggesting that, had the purloined 
letter been hidden anywhere within the limits of the Pre¬ 
fect’s examination—in other words, had the principle of 
its concealment been comprehended within the principles 
of the Prefect—its discovery would have been a matter 
altogether beyond question. This functionary, however, 
has been thoroughly mystified ; and the remote source of 
his defeat lies in the supposition that the Minister is a 
fool, because he has acquired renown as a poet. All fools 
are poets ; this the Prefect feels ; and he is merely guilty 
of a non distributio medii in thence inferring that all poets 
are fools.” 

“ But is this really the poet ? ” I asked. “ There are 
two brothers, I know; and both have attained reputation 
in letters. The minister I believe has written learnedly 
on the Differential Calculus. He is a mathematician, and 
no poet.” 

“ You are mistaken ; I know him well; he is both. As 
poet and mathematician, he would reason well; as mere 
mathematician, he could not have reasoned at all, and 
thus would have been at the mercy of the Prefect.” 
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“You surprise me,” I said, “by these opinions, which 
have been contradicted by the voice of the world. You 
do not mean to set at naught the well-digested idea of 
centuries. The mathematical reason has long been re¬ 
garded as the reason par excellence." 

“ 1 IIy a hpartir; ” replied Dupin, quoting from Cham- 
fort, “ 4 qne toute idle publiqne , toute convention reque, est 
une sottise, car elle a convenue au plus grand nombre .’ The 
mathematicians, I grant you, have done their best to 
promulgate the popular error to which you allude, and 
which is none the less an error for its promulgation 
as truth. With an art worthy a better cause, for ex¬ 
ample, they have insinuated the term 4 analysis ’ into ap¬ 
plication to algebra. The French are the originators of 
this particular deception; but if a term is of any impor¬ 
tance—if words derive any value from applicability—then 
1 analysis’ conveys ‘algebra’ about as much as, in Latin, 

‘ ambitus ’ implies ‘ ambition,’ ‘ religio ’ ‘ religion/ or 
‘ homines honestV a set of honorable men.” 

“You have a quarrel, on hand, I see,” said I, “with 
some of the algebraists of Paris; but proceed.” 

“ I dispute the availability, and thus the value, of that 
reason which is cultivated in any especial form other than 
the abstractly logical. I dispute, in particular, the reason 
educed by mathematical study. The mathematics are 
the science of form and quantity; mathematical reason¬ 
ing is merely logic applied to observation upon form and 
quantity. The great error lies in supposing that even the 
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truths of what is called pure algebra are abstract or gen¬ 
eral truths. And this error is so egregious that I am con¬ 
founded at the universality with which it has been re¬ 
ceived. Mathematical axioms are not axioms of general 
truth. What is true of relation —of form and quantity—is 
often grossly false in regard to morals, for example. In 
this latter science it is very usually tmtrue that the aggre¬ 
gated parts are equal to the whole. In chemistry also 
the axiom fails. In the consideration of motive it fails ; 
for two motives, each of a given value, have not, neces¬ 
sarily, a value when united, equal to the sum of their 
valu'es apart. There are numerous other mathematical 
truths which are only truths within the limits of relation . 
But the mathematician argues from his finite truths , 
through habit, as if they were of an absolutely general ap¬ 
plicability—as the world indeed imagines them to be. 
Bryant, in his very learned ‘ Mythology/ mentions an 
analogous source of error, when he says that ‘ although 
the pagan fables are not believed, yet we forget ourselves 
continually, and make inferences from them as existing 
realities/ With the algebraists, however, who are pagans 
themselves, the 1 pagan fables ’ are believed, and the in¬ 
ferences are made, not so much through lapse of memory 
as through an unaccountable addling of the brains. In 
short, I never yet encountered the mere mathematician 
who could be trusted out of equal roots, or one who did 
not clandestinely hold it as a point of his faith that 
x' -f -px was absolutely and unconditionally equal to q . 
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Say to one of these gentlemen, by way of experiment, if 
you please, that you believe occasions may occur where 
x 1 + px is not altogether equal to q, and, having made him 
understand what you mean, get out of his reach as speed¬ 
ily as convenient, for, beyond doubt, he will endeavor to 
knock you down. 

“ I mean to say,” continued Dupin, while I merely 
laughed at his last observations, “ that if the minister had 
been no more than a mathematician, the Prefect would 
have been under no necessity of giving me this check. I 
knew him, however, as both mathematician and poet, and 
my measures were adapted to his capacity, with reference 
to the circumstances by which he was surrounded. I knew 
him as a courtier, too, and as a bold intriguant . Such 
a man, I considered, could not fail to be aware of the or¬ 
dinary policial modes of action. He could not have 
failed to anticipate—and events have proved that he did 
not fail to anticipate—the waylayings to which he was 
subjected. He must have foreseen, I reflected, the secret 
investigations of his premises. His frequent absences from 
home at night, which were hailed by the Prefect as cer¬ 
tain aids to his success, I regarded only as ruses , to afford 
opportunity for thorough search to the police, and thus 
the sooner to impress them with the conviction to which 

G-, in fact, did finally arrive—the conviction that the 

letter was not upon the premises. I felt, also, that the 
whole train of thought, which I was at some pains in de¬ 
tailing to you just now, concerning the invariable princi- 
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pie of policial action in searches for articles concealed— ! 
I felt .that this whole train of thought would necessarily 
pass through the mind of the minister. It would impera¬ 
tively lead him to despise all the ordinary nooks of con- I 
cealment. He could not, I reflected, be so weak as not 
to see that the most intricate and remote recess of his 
hotel would be as open as his commonest closets to the 
eyes, to the probes, to the gimlets, and to the microscopes 
of the Prefect. I saw, in fine, that he would be driven, 
as a matter of course, to simplicity , if not deliberately in¬ 
duced to it as a matter of choice. You will remember, 
perhaps, how desperately the Prefect laughed when I sug¬ 
gested, upon our first interview, that it was just possible 
this mystery troubled him so much on account of its be¬ 
ing so very self-evident.” 

“Yes,” said I, “I remember his merriment well. I 
really thought he would have fallen into convulsions.” 

“ The material world,” continued Dupin, “ abounds 
with very' 1 strict analogies to the immaterial; and thus 
some color of truth has been given to the rhetorical dogma, 
that metaphor, or simile, may be made to strengthen an 
argument as well as to embellish a description. The prin¬ 
ciple of the vis inertia , for example, seems to be identical 
in physics and metaphysics. It is not more true in the 
former, that a large body is with more difficulty set in 
motion than a smaller one, and that its subsequent mo¬ 
mentum is commensurate with this difficulty, than it is, in 
the latter, that intellects of the vaster capacity, while 
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more forcible, more constant, and more eventful in their 
movements than those of inferior grade, are yet the less 
readily moved, and more embarrassed, and full of hesita¬ 
tion in the first few steps of their progress. Again : have 
you ever noticed which of the street signs, over the shop 
doors, are the most attractive of attention ? ” 

“ I have never given the matter a thought,” I said. 

“ There is a game of puzzles,” he resumed, “ which is 
played upon a map. One party playing requires another 
to find a given word—the name of town, river, state, or 
empire—any word, in short, upon the motley and per¬ 
plexed surface of the chart. A novice in the game gener¬ 
ally seeks to embarrass his opponents by giving them the 
most minutely lettered names; but the adept selects such 
words as stretch, in large characters, from one end of the 
chart to the other. These, like the Qver-largely lettered 
signs and placards of the street, escape observation by 
dint of being excessively obvious ; and here the physical 
oversight is precisely analogous with the moral inappre¬ 
hension by which the intellect suffers to pass unnoticed 
those considerations which are too obtrusively and too 
palpably self-evident. But this is a point, it appears, 
somewhat above or beneath the understanding of the 
Prefect. He never once thought it probable, or possible, 
that the minister had deposited the letter immediately 
beneath the nose of the whole world, by way of best pre¬ 
venting any portion of that world from perceiving it. 

“ But the more I reflected upon the daring, dashing, and 
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discriminating ingenuity of D-; upon the fact that 

the document must always have been at hand, if he in¬ 
tended to use it to good purpose ; and upon the decisive 
evidence, obtained by the Prefect, that it was not hidden 
within the limits of that dignitary's ordinary search—the 
more satisfied I became that, to conceal this letter, the 
minister had resorted to the comprehensive and sagacious 
expedient of not attempting to conceal it at all. 

“Full of these ideas, I prepared myself with a pair of 
green spectacles, and called one fine morning, quite by 

accident, at the Ministerial hotel. I found D- at 

home, yawning, lounging, and dawdling, as usual, and 
pretending to be in the last extremity of ennui . He is, 
perhaps, the most really energetic human being now alive 
—but that is only when nobody sees him. 

“Tobe even with him, I complained of my weak eyes, 
and lamented the necessity of the spectacles, under cover 
of which I cautiously and thoroughly surveyed the whole 
apartment, while seemingly intent only upon the conver¬ 
sation of my host. 

“ I paid especial attention to a large writing-table near 
which he sat, and upon which lay confusedly, some mis¬ 
cellaneous letters and other papers, with one or two 
musical instruments and a few books. Here, however 
after a long and very deliberate scrutiny, I saw nothing to 
excite particular suspicion. 

“ At length my eyes, in going the circuit of the room, 
fell upon a trumpery filigree card-rack of pasteboard, 
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that hung dangling by a dirty blue ribbon, from a little 
brass knob just beneath the middle of the mantel-piece. 
In this rack, which had three or four compartments, were 
five or six visiting cards and a solitary letter. This last 
was much soiled and crumpled. It was torn nearly in 
two, across the middle—as if a design, in the first instance, 
to tear it entirely up as worthless, had been altered, or 
stayed, in the second. It had a large black seal, bearing 

the D-cipher very conspicuously, and was addressed, 

in a diminutive female hand, to D-, the minister, him¬ 

self. It was thrust carelessly, and even, as it seemed, 
contemptuously, into one of the uppermost divisions of 
the rack. 

“No sooner had I glanced at this letter than I con¬ 
cluded it to be that of which I was in search. To be sure, 
it was, to all appearance, radically different from the one 
of which the Prefect had read us so minute a description. 

Here the seal was large and black, with the D-cipher; 

there it was small and red, with the ducal arms of the 

S- family. Here, the address, to the minister, was 

diminutive and feminine; there the superscription, to a 
certain royal personage, was markedly bold and decided ; 
the size alone formed a point of correspondence. But, 
then, the radicalness of these differences, which was ex¬ 
cessive ; the dirt; the soiled and torn condition of the 
paper, so inconsistent with the true methodical habits of 
D-, and so suggestive of a design to delude the be¬ 

holder into an idea of the worthlessness of the document; 
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—these things, together with the hyperobtrusive situation 
of this document, full in the view of every visitor, and 
thus exactly in accordance with the conclusions to which 
I had previously arrived ; these things, I say, were strongly 
corroborative of suspicion, in one who came with the in¬ 
tention to suspect. 

“ I protracted my visit as long as possible, and, while I 
maintained a most animated, discussion with the minister, 
upon a topic which I knew well had never failed to 
interest and excite him, I kept my attention really riveted 
upon the letter. In this examination, I committed to 
memory its external appearance and arrangement in the 
rack ; and also fell, at length, upon a discovery which set 
at rest whatever trivial doubt I might have entertained. 
In scrutinizing the edges of the paper, I observed them to 
be more chafed than seemed necessary. They presented 
the broken appearance which is manifested when a stiff 
paper, having been once folded and pressed with a folder, 
is refolded in a reversed direction, in the same creases 
or edges which had formed the original fold. This dis¬ 
covery was sufficient. It was clear to me that the letter 
had been turned, as a glove, inside out, re-directed and re¬ 
sealed. I bade the minister good-morning, and took T 
my departure at once, leaving a gold snuff-box upon the 
table. 

“ The next morning I called for the snuff-box, when we 
resumed, quite eagerly, the conversation of the preceding 
day. While thus engaged, however, a loud report, as if of 
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a pistol, was heard immediately beneath the windows of 
the hotel, and was succeeded by a series of fearful screams, 

and the shoutings of a terrified mob. D-rushed to a 

casement, threw it open, and looked out. In the mean¬ 
time I stepped to the card-rack, took the letter, put it 
in my pocket, and replaced it by a facsimile , (so far as re¬ 
gards externals) which I had carefully prepared at my 

lodgings—imitating the D- cipher, very readily, by 

means of a seal formed of bread. 

“ The disturbance in the street had been occasioned by 
the frantic behavior of a man with a musket. He had 
fired it among a crowd of women and children. It proved, 
however, to have been without ball, and the fellow was 
suffered to go his way as a lunatic or a drunkard. When 

he had gone, D- came from the window, whither I 

had followed him immediately upon securing the object in 
view. Soon afterward I bade him farewell. The pre¬ 
tended lunatic was a man in my own pay.” 

“ But what purpose had you,” I asked, “in replacing 
the letter by a facsimile ? Would it not have been better, 
at the first visit, to have seized it openly, and departed ? ” 

“ D-,” replied Dupin, “ is a desperate man, and 

a man of nerve. His hotel, too, is not without attendants 
devoted to his interests. Had I made the wild attempt 
you suggest, I might never have left the Ministerial 
presence alive. The good people of Paris might have 
heard of me no more. But I had an object apart from 
these considerations. You know my political preposses¬ 
sions. In this matter, I act as a partisan of the lady con- 
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cerned. For eighteen months the minister has had her in 
his power. She has now him in hers—since, being un¬ 
aware that the letter is not in his possession, he will pro¬ 
ceed with his exactions as if it was. Thus will he inevitably 
commit himself, at once, to his political destruction. His 
downfall, too, will not be more precipitate than awkward. 
It is all very well to talk. about the facilis descensus 
Averni; but in all kinds of climbing, as Catalani said of 
singing, it is far more easy to get up than to come down. 
In the present instance I have no sympathy—at least 
no pity—for him who descends. He is that monstrum 
horrendum , an unprincipled man of genius. I confess, 
however, that I should like very well to know the precise 
character of his thoughts, when, being defied by her whom 
the Prefect terms ‘ a certain personage/ he is reduced to 
opening the letter which I left for him in the card rack.” 

“ How? did you put any thing particular in it? ” 

“ Why—it did not seem altogether right to leave the in¬ 
terior blank—that would have been insulting. D-, 

at Vienna once, did me an evil turn, which I told him, 
quite good-humoredly, that I should remember. So, as I 
knew he would feel some curiosity in regard to the iden¬ 
tity of the person who had outwitted him, I thought it a 
pity not to give him a clew. He is well acquainted with 
my MS., and I just copied into the middle of the blank 
sheet the words— 

“ t- -Un dessein si funeste, 

S’ il n* est digne d’ Atree, est digne de Thyeste.* 


They are to be found in Cr^billon's ‘ Atr£e/ ” 




THE BLACK CAT. 



OR the most wild yet most homely narrative which 


A lam about to pen, I neither expect nor solicit be¬ 
lief. Mad indeed would I be to expect it, in a case where 
my very senses reject their own evidence. Yet, mad am 
I not—and very surely do I not dream. But to-morrow 
I die, and to-day I would unburden my soul. My imme¬ 
diate purpose is to place before the world, plainly, suc¬ 
cinctly, and without comment, a series of mere household 
events. In their consequences, these events have terri¬ 
fied—have tortured—have destroyed me. Yet I will not 
attempt to expound them. To me, they have presented 
little but horror—to many they will seem less terrible 
than barroques . Hereafter, perhaps, some intellect may 
be found which will reduce my phantasm to the common¬ 
place—some intellect more calm, more logical, and far 
less excitable than my own, which will perceive, in the 
circumstances I detail with awe, nothing more than an 
ordinary succession of very natural causes and effects. 

From my infancy I was noted for the docility and hu¬ 
manity of my disposition. My tenderness of heart was 
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even so conspicuous as to make me the jest of my com¬ 
panions. I was especially fond of animals, and was in¬ 
dulged by my parents with a great variety of pets. With 
these I spent most of my time, and never was so happy 
as when feeding and caressing them. This peculiarity of 
character grew with my growth, and, in my manhood, I 
derived from it one of my principal sources of pleasure. 
To those who have cherished an affection for a faithful 
and sagacious dog, I need hardly be at the trouble of ex¬ 
plaining the nature or the intensity of the gratification 
thus derivable. There is something in the unselfish and 
self-sacrificing love of a brute, which goes directly to the 
heart of him who has had frequent occasion to test the 
paltry friendship and gossamer fidelity of mere Man . 

I married early, and was happy to find in my wife a 
disposition not uncongenial with my own. Observing my 
partiality for domestic pets, she lost no opportunity of 
procuring those of the most ■ agreeable kind. We had 
birds, gold-fish, a fine dog, rabbits, a small monkey, and a 
cat . 

This latter was a remarkably large and beautiful animal, 
entirely black, and sagacious to an astonishing degree. 
In speaking of his intelligence, my wife, who at heart was 
not a little tinctured with superstition, made frequent 
allusion to the ancient popular notion, which regarded all 
black cats as witches in disguise. Not that she was ever 
serious upon this point—and I mention the matter at all 
for no better reason than that it happens, just now, to be 
remembered. 
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Pluto—this was the cat’s name—was my favorite pet 
and playmate. I alone fed him, and he attended me 
wherever I went about the house. It was even with diffi¬ 
culty that I could prevent him from following me through 
the streets. 

Our friendship lasted, in this manner, for several years, 
during which my general temperament and character- 

through the instrumentality of the Fiend Intemperance_ 

had (I blush to confess it) experienced a radical alteration 
for the worse. I grew, day by day, more moody, more 
irritable, more regardless of the feelings of others. I 
suffered myself to use intemperate language to my wife. 
At length, I even offered her personal violence. My pets, 
of course, were made to feel the change in my disposition. 
I not only neglected, but ill-used them. For Pluto, how¬ 
ever, I still retained sufficient regard to restrain me from 
maltreating him, as I made no scruple of maltreating the 
rabbits, the monkey, or even the dog, when, by accident, 
or through affection, they came in my way. But my dis¬ 
ease grew upon me—for what disease is like Alcohol!— 
and at length even Pluto, who was now becoming old, and 
consequently somewhat peevish—even Pluto began to ex¬ 
perience the effects of my ill temper. 

One night, returning home, much intoxicated, from one 
of my haunts about town, I fancied that the cat avoided my 
presence. I seized him ; when, in his fright at my vio¬ 
lence, he inflicted a slight wound upon my hand with his 
teeth. The fury of a demon instantly possessed me. I 
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knew myself no longer. My original soul seemed, at 
once, to take its flight from my body ; and a more than 
fiendish malevolence, gin-nurtured, thrilled every fiber of 
my frame. I took from my waistcoat-pocket a penknife, 
opened it, grasped the poor beast by the throat, and de¬ 
liberately cut one of its eyes from the socket ! I blush, 
I burn, I shudder, while I pen the damnable atrocity. 

When reason returned with the morning—when I had 
slept off the fumes of the night's debauch—I experienced 
a sentiment half of horror, half of remorse, for the crime 
of which I had been guilty ; but it was, at best, a feeble 
and equivocal feeling, and the soul remained untouched. 
I again plunged into excess, and soon drowned in wine all 
memory of the deed. 

In the meantime the cat slowly recovered. The socket 
of the lost eye presented, it is true, a frightful appear¬ 
ance, but he no longer appeared to suffer any pain. He 
went about the house as usual, but, as might be expected, 
fled in extreme terror at my approach. I had so much of 
my old heart left, as to be at first grieved by this evident 
dislike on the part of a creature which had once so loved 
me. But this feeling soon gave place to irritation. And 
then came, as if to my final and irrevocable overthrow, 
the spirit of PERVERSENESS.' Of this spirit philosophy 
takes no account. Yet I am not more sure that my soul 
lives, than I am that perverseness is one of the primitive 
impulses of the human heart—one of the indivisible pri¬ 
mary faculties, or sentiments, which give direction to the 
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character of Man. Who has not, a hundred times, found 
himself committing a vile or a stupid action, for no other 
reason than because he knows he should not ? Have we 
not a perpetual inclination, in the teeth of our best judg¬ 
ment, to violate that which is Law, merely because we 
understand it to be such ? This spirit of perverseness, I 
say, came to my final overthrow. It was this unfathom¬ 
able longing of the soul to vex itself—to offer violence to 
its own nature—to do wrong for the wrong’s sake only 
—that urged me to continue and finally to consummate 
the injury I had inflicted upon the unoffending brute. 
One morning, in cold blood, I slipped a noose about its 
neck and hung it to the limb of a tree;—hung it with the 
tears streaming from my eyes, and with the bitterest re¬ 
morse at my heart;—hung it because I knew that it had 
loved me, and because I felt it had given me no reason of 
offence;—hung it because I knew that in so doing I was 
committing a sin—a deadly sin that would so jeopardize 
my immortal soul as to place it—if such a thing were pos¬ 
sible—even beyond the reach of the infinite mercy of the 
Most Merciful and Most Terrible God. 

On the night of the day on which this most cruel deed 
t was done, I was aroused from sleep by the cry of fire. 
The curtains of my bed were in flames. The whole house 
was blazing. It was with great difficulty that my wife, a 
servant, and myself, made our escape from the conflagra¬ 
tion. The destruction was complete. My entire worldly 
wealth was swallowed up, and I resigned myself thence¬ 
forward to despair. 
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I am above the weakness of seeking to establish a se¬ 
quence of cause and effect, between the disaster and the 
atrocity But I am detailing a chain of facts—and wish 
not to leave even a possible link imperfect. On the day 
succeding the fire, I visited the ruins. The walls, with * 
one exception, had fallen in. This exception was found 
in a compartment wall, not very thick, which stood about 
the middle of the house, and against which had rested the 
head of my bed. The plastering had here, in great meas¬ 
ure, resisted the action of the fire—a fact which I attrib¬ 
uted to its having been recently spread. About this wall 
a dense crowd were collected, and many persons seemed 
to be examining a particular portion of it with very mi¬ 
nute and eager attention. The words “ strange ! ” “ sin¬ 
gular ! ” and other similar expressions, excited my curi¬ 
osity. I approached and saw, as if graven in bas-relief 
upon the white surface, the figure of a gigantic cat . The 
impression was given with an accuracy truly marvellous. 
There was a rope about the animal’s neck. 

When I first beheld this apparition—for I could scarcely 
regard it as less—my wonder and my terror were extreme. 
But at length reflection came to my aid. The cat, I re¬ 
membered, had been hung in a garden adjacent to the 
house. Upon the alarm of fire, this garden had been im¬ 
mediately filled by the crowd—by some one of whom the 
animal must have been cut from the tree and thrown, 
through an open window, into my chamber. This had 
probably been done with the view of arousing me from 
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sleep. The falling of other walls had compressed the vic¬ 
tim of my cruelty into the substance of the freshly-spread 
plaster ; the lime of which, with the flames, and the am¬ 
monia from the carcass, had then accomplished the por¬ 
traiture as I saw it. 

Although I thus readily accounted to my reason, if not 
altogether to my conscience, for the startling fact just 
detailed, it did not the less fail to make a deep impression 
upon my fancy. For months I could not rid myself of 
the phantasm of the cat; and, during this period, there 
came back into my spirit a half-sentiment that seemed, 
but was not, remorse. I went so far as to regret the loss 
of the animal, and to look about me, among the vile 
haunts which I now habitually frequented,, for another 
pet of the same species, and of somewhat similar appear¬ 
ance, with which to supply its place. 

One night as I sat, half stupefied, in a den of more than 
infamy, my attention was suddenly drawn to some black 
object, reposing upon the head of one of the immense 
hogsheads of gin, or of rum, which constituted the chief 
furniture of the apartment. I had been looking steadily 
at the top of this hogshead for some minutes, and what 
now caused me surprise was the fact that I had not sooner 
perceived the object thereupon. I approached it, and 
touched it with my hand. It was a black cat—a very 
large one—fully as large as Pluto, and closely resembling 
him in every respect but one. Pluto had not a white 
hair upon any portion of his body; but this cat had a 
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large, although indefinite splotch of white, covering nearly 
the whole region of the breast. 

Upon my touching him, he immediately arose, purred 
loudly, rubbed against my hand, and appeared delighted 
with my notice. This, then, was the very creature of 
which I was in search. I at once offered to purchase it 
of the landlord ; but this person made no claim to it— 
knew nothing of it—had never seen it before. 

I continued my caresses, and when I prepared to go 
home, the animal evinced a disposition to accompany me. 
I permitted it to do so ; occasionally stooping and patting 
it as I proceeded. When it reached the house it domes¬ 
ticated itself at once, and became immediately a great 
favorite with my wife. 

For my own part, I soon found a dislike to it arising 
within me. This was just the reverse of what I had antici¬ 
pated ; but—I know not how or why it was—its evident 
fondness for myself rather disgusted and annoyed me. By 
slow degrees these feelings of disgust and annoyance rose 
into the bitterness of hatred. I avoided the creature ; a 
certain sense of shame, and the remembrance of my former 
deed of cruelty, preventing me from physically abusing it. 
I did not, for some weeks, strike, or otherwise violently ill 
use it; but gradually—very gradually—I came to look 
upon it with unutterable loathing, and to flee silently 
from its odious presence, as from the breath of a pestilence. 

What added, no doubt, to my hatred of the beast, was 
the discovery, on the morning after I brought it home, 
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that, like Pluto, it also had been deprived of one of its 
eyes. This circumstance, however, only endeared it to 
my wife, who, as I have already said, possessed, in a high 
degree, that humanity of feeling which had once been my 
distinguishing trait, and the source of many of my simplest 
and purest pleasures. 

With my aversion to this cat, however, its partiality for 
myself seemed to increase. It followed my footsteps with 
a pertinacity which it would be difficult to make the 
reader comprehend. Whenever I sat, it would crouch 
beneath my chair, or spring upon my knees, covering me 
with its loathsome caresses. If I arose to walk it would 
get between my feet and thus nearly throw me down, or, 
fastening its long and sharp claws in my dress, clamber, in 
this manner, to my breast. At such times, although I 
longed to destroy it with a blow, I was yet withheld from 
so doing, partly by a memory of my former crime, but 
chiefly—let me confess it at once—by absolute dread of 
the beast. 

This dread was not exactly a dread of physical evil— 
and yet I should be at a loss how otherwise to define it. 
I am almost ashamed to own—yes, even in this felon’s 
cell, I am almost ashamed to own—that the terror and 
horror with which the animal inspired me, had been 
heightened by one of the merest chimeras it would be 
possible to conceive. My wife had called my attention, 
more than once, to the character of the mark of white 
hair, of which I have spoken, and which constituted the 
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sole visible difference between the strange beast and the 
one I had destroyed. The reader will remember that this 
. mark, although large, had been originally very indefinite ; 
but, by slow degrees—degrees nearly imperceptible, and 
which for a long time my reason struggled to reject as 
fanciful—it had, at length, assumed a rigorous distinctness 
of outline. It was now the representation of an object 
that I shudder to name—and for this, above all, I loathed, 
and dreaded, and would have rid myself of the monster 
had I dared —it was now, I say, the image of a hideous— 
of a ghastly thing—of the GALLOWS ! —oh, mournful and 
terrible engine of Horror and of Crime—of Agony and of 
Death ! 

And now was I indeed wretched beyond the wretched¬ 
ness of mere Humanity. And# brute beast —whose fellow 
I had contemptuously destroyed— a brute beast to work 
out for me —for me, a man fashioned in the image of the 
High God—so much of insufferable woe ! Alas ! neither 
by day nor by night knew I the blessing of rest any more ! 
During the former the creature left me no moment alone, 
and in the latter I started hourly from dreams of unutter¬ 
able fear to find the hot breath of the thing upon my face, 
and its vast weight—an incarnate nightmare that I had 
no power to shake off—incumbent eternally upon my 
heart ! 

Beneath the pressure of torments such as these the 
feeble remnant of the good within me succumbed. Evil 
thoughts became my sole intimates—the darkest and 
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most evil of thoughts. The moodiness of my usual 
temper increased to hatred of all things and of all man¬ 
kind ; while from the sudden, frequent, and ungovernable 
outbursts of a fury to which I now blindly abandoned 
myself, my uncomplaining wife, alas, was the most usual 
and the most patient of sufferers. 

One day she accompanied me, upon some household 
errand, into the cellar of the old building which our pov¬ 
erty compelled us to inhabit. The cat followed me down 
the steep stairs, and, nearly throwing me headlong, exas¬ 
perated me to madness. Uplifting an axe, and forgetting 
in my wrath the childish dread which had hitherto stayed 
my hand, I aimed a blow at the animal, which, of course, 
would have proved instantly fatal had it descended as I 
wished. But this blow was arrested by the hand of my 
wife. Goaded by the interference into a rage more than 
demoniacal, I withdrew my arm from her grasp and bur¬ 
ied the axe in her brain. She fell dead upon the spot 
without a groan. 

This hideous murder accomplished, I set myself forth¬ 
with, and with entire deliberation, to the task of conceal¬ 
ing the body. I knew that I could not remove it from 
the house, either by day or by night, without the risk of 
being observed by the neighbors. Many projects entered 
my mind. At one period I thought of cutting the corpse 
into minute fragments, and destroying them by fire. At 
another, I resolved to dig a grave for it in the floor of the 
cellar. Again, I deliberated about casting it in the well 
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in the yard—about packing it in a box, as if merchandise, 
with the usual arrangements, and so getting a porter to 
take it from the house. Finally I hit upon what I con¬ 
sidered a far better expedient than either of these. I 
determined to wall it up in the cellar, as the monks of 
the Middle Ages are recorded to have walled up their 
victims. 

For a purpose such as this the cellar was well adapted. 
Its walls were loosely constructed, and had lately been 
plastered throughout with a rough plaster, which the 
dampness of the atmosphere had prevented from hard¬ 
ening. Moreover, in one of the walls was a projection, 
caused by a false chimney, or fireplace, that had been 
filled up and made to resemble the rest of the cellar. I 
made no doubt that I could readily displace the bricks at 
this point, insert the corpse, and wall the whole up as 
before, so that no eye could detect any thing suspicious. 

And in this calculation I was not deceived. By means 
of a crowbar I easily dislodged the bricks, and, having 
carefully deposited the body against the inner wall, I 
propped it in that position, while with little trouble I 
relaid the whole structure as it originally stood. Having 
procured mortar, sand, and hair, with every possible pre¬ 
caution, I prepared a plaster which could not be distin¬ 
guished from the old, and with this I very carefully went 
over the new brick-work. When I had finished, I felt 
satisfied that all was right. The wall did not present the 
slightest appearance of having been disturbed. The rub- 
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bish on the floor was picked up with the minutest care. 
I looked around triumphantly, and said to myself: “Here 
at least, then, my labor has not been in vain/' 

My next step was to look for the beast which had been 
the cause of so much wretchedness ; for I had, at length, 
firmly resolved to put it to death. Had I been able to 
meet with it at the moment, there could have been no 
doubt of its fate ; but it appeared that the crafty animal 
had been alarmed at the violence of my previous anger, 
and forebore to present itself in my present mood. It is 
impossible to describe or to imagine the deep, the blissful 
sense of relief.which the absence of the detested creature 
occasioned in my bosom. It did not make its appearance 
during the night; and thus for one night, at least, since 
its introduction into the house, I soundly and tranquilly 
slept; aye, slept even with the burden of murder upon my 
soul. 

The second and the third day passed, and still my tor¬ 
mentor came not. Once again I breathed as a freeman. 
The monster, in terror, had fled the premises for ever ! 
I should behold it no more ! My happiness was supreme ! 
The guilt of my dark deed disturbed me but little. Some 
few inquiries had been made, but these had been readily 
answered. Even a search had been instituted—but of 
course nothing was to be discovered. I looked upon my 
future felicity as secured. ~ 

Upon the fourth day of the assassination, a party of 
the police came, very unexpectedly, into the house, and 
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proceeded again to make rigorous investigation of the 
premises. Secure, however, in the inscrutability of my 
place of concealment, I felt no embarrassment whatever. 
The officers bade me accompany them in their search. 
They left no nook or corner unexplored. At length, for 
the third or fourth time, they descended into the cellar. I 
quivered not in a muscle. My heart beat calmly as that 
of one who slumbers in innocence. I walked the cellar 
from end to end. I folded my arms upon my bosom, and 
roamed easily to and fro. The police were thoroughly 
satisfied and prepared to depart. The glee at my heart 
was too strong to be restrained. I burned to say if but one 
word, by way of triumph, and to render doubly sure their 
assurance of my guiltlessness. 

“ Gentlemen,” I said at last, as the party ascended the 
steps, “ I delight to have allayed your suspicions. I wish 
you all health and a little more courtesy. By the bye, 
gentlemen, this—this is a very well-constructed house,” 
(in the rabid desire to say something easily, I scarcely 
knew what I uttered at all),—“ I may say an excellently 
well-constructed house. These walls—are you going, 
gentlemen ?—these walls are solidly put together ” ; and 
here, through the mere frenzy of bravado, I rapped 
heavily with a cane which I held in my hand, upon that 
very portion of the brickwork behind which stood the 
corpse of the wife of my bosoiti. 

But may God shield and deliver me from the fangs of 
the Arch-Fiend ! No sooner had the reverberation of my 
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blows sunk into silence, than I was answered by a voice 
from within the tomb!—by a cry, at first muffled and 
broken, like the sobbing of a child, and then quickly 
swelling into one long, loud, and continuous scream, 
utterly anomalous and inhuman—a howl—a wailing 
shriek, half of horror and half of triumph, such as might 
have arisen only out of hell, conjointly from the throats 
of the damned in their agony and of the demons that ex¬ 
ult in the damnation. 

Of my own thoughts it is folly to speak. Swooning, I 
staggered to the opposite wall. For one instant the 
party on the stairs remained motionless, through extremity 
of terror and awe. In the next a dozen stout arms were 
toiling at the wall. It fell bodily. The corpse, already 
greatly decayed and clotted with gore, stood erect 
before the eyes of the spectators. Upon its head, with 
red extended mouth and solitary eye of fire, sat the 
hideous beast whose craft had seduced me into murder, 
and whose informing voice had consigned me to the hang¬ 
man. I had walled the monster up within the tomb. 
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Son cceur est un luth suspendu ; 

Sitot qu’ on le touche il resonne. 

—De Biranger, 

D URING the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless 
day in the autumn of the year, when the clouds 
hung oppressively low in the heavens, I had been passing 
alone, on horseback, through a singularly dreary tract of 
country, and at length found myself, as the shades of the 
evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of 
Usher. I know not how it was—but, with the first 
glimpse of the building, a sense of insufferable gloom per¬ 
vaded my spirit. I say insufferable; for the feeling was 
unrelieved by any of that half-pleasurable, because poetic, 
sentiment with which the mind usually receives even the 
sternest natural images of the desolate or terrible. I 
looked upon the scene before me—upon the mere house, 
and the simple landscape features of the domain—upon 
the bleak walls—upon the vacant eye-like windows—upon 
a few rank sedges—and upon a few white trunks of de¬ 
cayed trees—with an utter depression of soul which I can 
compare to no earthly sensation more properly than to 





THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER. 


433 


the after-dream of the reveller upon opium—the bitter 
lapse into every-day life—the hideous dropping off of the 
veil. There was an iciness, a sinking, a sickening of the 
heart—an unredeemed dreariness of thought which no 
goading of the imagination could torture into aught of the 
sublime. What was it—I paused to think—what was it 
that so unnerved me in the contemplation' of the House 
of Usher? It was a mystery all insoluble; nor could I 
grapple with the shadowy fancies that crowded upon me 
as I pondered. I was forced to fall back upon the unsat¬ 
isfactory conclusion, that while, beyond doubt, there are 
combinations of very simple natural objects which have 
the power of thus affecting us, still the analysis of this 
power lies among considerations beyond our depth. It 
was possible, I reflected, that a mere different arrangement 
of the particulars of the scene, of the details of the picture, 
would be sufficient to modify, or perhaps to annihilate its 
capacity for sorrowful impression ; and, acting upon this 
idea, I reined my horse to the precipitous brink of a black 
and lurid tarn that lay in unruffled lustre by the dwelling, 
and gazed down—but with a shudder even more thrilling 
than before—upon the remodelled and inverted images of 
the gray sedge, and the ghastly tree-stems, and the vacant 
and eye-like windows. 

Nevertheless, in this mansion of gloom I now proposed 
to myself a sojourn of some weeks. Its proprietor, Rod¬ 
erick Usher, had been one of my boon companions in boy¬ 
hood ; but many years had elapsed since our last meeting. 
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A letter, however, had lately reached me in a distant part 
of the country—a letter from him—which, in its wildly 
importunate nature, had admitted of no other than a 
personal reply. The MS. gave evidence of nervous agita¬ 
tion. The writer spoke of acute bodily illness—of a 
mental disorder which oppressed him—and of an earnest 
desire to see me, as his best and indeed his only personal 
friend, with a view of attempting, by the cheerfulness of 
my society, some alleviation of his malady. It was the 
manner in which all this, and much more, was said—it 
was the apparent heart that went with his request—which 
allowed me no room for hesitation; and I accordingly 
obeyed forthwith what I still considered a very singular 
summons. 

Although, as boys, we had been even intimate associ¬ 
ates, yet I really knew little of my friend. His reserve 
had been always excessive and habitual. I was aware, 
however, that his very ancient family had been noted, 
time out of mind, for a peculiar sensibility of tempera¬ 
ment, displaying itself, through long ages, in many works 
of exalted art, and manifested, of late, in repeated deeds 
of munificent yet unobtrusive charity, as well as in a pas¬ 
sionate devotion to the intricacies, perhaps even more 
than to the orthodox and easily recognizable beauties, of 
musical science. I had learned, too, the very remarkable 
fact, that the stem of the Usher race, all time-honored as 
it was, had put forth, at no period, any enduring branch; 
in other words, that the entire family lay in the direct 
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line of descent, and had always, with very trifling and 
very temporary variation, so lain. It was this deficiency, 
I considered, while running over in thought the perfect 
keeping of the character of the premises with the accred¬ 
ited character of the people, and while speculating upon 
the possible influence which the one, in the long lapse of 
centuries, might have exercised upon the other—it was 
this deficiency, perhaps, of collateral issue, and the conse¬ 
quent undeviating transmission, from sire to son, of the 
patrimony with the name, which had, at length, so identi¬ 
fied the two as to merge the original title of the estate in 
the quaint and equivocal apellation of the “ House of 
Usher ”—an appellation which seemed to include, in the 
minds of the peasantry who used it, both the family and 
the family mansion. 

I have said that the sole effect of my somewhat childish 
experiment—that of looking down within the tarn—had 
been to deepen the first singular impression. There can 
be no doubt that the consciousness of the rapid increase 
of my superstition—for why should I not so term it ?— 
served mainly to accelerate the increase itself. Such, 
I have long known, is the paradoxical law of all senti¬ 
ments having terror as a basis. And it might have been 
for this reason only, that, when I again uplifted my eyes 
to the house itself, from its image in the pool, there grew 
in my mind a strange fancy—a fancy so ridiculous, in¬ 
deed, that I but mention it to show the vivid force of 
the sensations which oppressed me. I had so worked 




436 THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER . 

upon my imagination as really to believe that about 
the whole mansion and domain there hung an atmosphere 
peculiar to themselves and their immediate vicinity—an 
atmosphere which had no affinity with the air of heaven, 
but which had reeked up from the decayed trees, and the 
gray wall, and the silent tarn—a pestilent and mystic 
vapor, dull, sluggish, faintly discernible, and leaden- 
hued. 

Shaking off from my spirit what must have been a 
dream, I scanned more narrowly the real aspect of the 
building. Its principal feature seemed to be that of an 
excessive antiquity. The discoloration of ages had been 
great. Minute fungi overspread the whole exterior, hang¬ 
ing in a fine tangled web-work from the eaves. Yet all 
this was apart from any extraordinary dilapidation. No 
portion of the masonry had fallen; and there appeared to 
be a wild inconsistency between its still perfect adaptation 
of parts, and the crumbling condition of the individual 
stones. In this there was much that reminded me of the 
specious totality of old wood-work which has rotted 
for long years in some neglected vault, with no disturb¬ 
ance from the breath of the external air. Beyond this 
indication of extensive decay, however, the fabric gave 
little token of instability. Perhaps the eye of a scrutiniz¬ 
ing observer might have discovered a barely perceptible 
fissure, which, extending from the roof of the building in 
front, made its way down the wall in a zigzag direction, 
until it became lost in the sullen waters of the tarn. 
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Noticing these things, I rode over a short causeway 
to the house. A servant in waiting took my horse, and I 
entered the Gothic archway of the hall. A valet, of 
stealthy step, thence conducted me, in silence, through 
many dark and intricate passages in my progress to the 
studio of his master. Much that I encountered on the 
way contributed, I know not how, to heighten the vague 
sentiments of which I have already spoken. While the 
objects around me—while the carvings of the ceilings, the 
sombre tapestries of the walls, the ebon blackness of 
the floors, and the phantasmagoric armorial trophies which 
rattled as I strode, were but matters to which, or to such 
as which, I had been accustomed from my infancy—while 
I hesitated not to acknowledge how familiar was all this— 
I still wondered to find how unfamiliar were the fancies 
which ordinary images were stirring up. On one of 
the staircases, I met the physician of the family. His 
countenance, I thought, wore a mingled expression of low 
cunning and perplexity. He accosted me with trepida¬ 
tion and passed on. The valet now threw open a door 
and ushered me into the presence of his master. 

The room in which I found myself was very large 
and lofty. The windows were long, narrow, and pointed, 
and at so vast a distance from the black oaken floor as to 
be altogether inaccessible from within. Feeble gleams of 
encrimsoned light made their way through the trellissed 
panes, and served to render sufficiently distinct the more 
prominent objects around ; the eye, however, struggled in 
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vain to reach the remoter angles of the chamber, or the 
recesses of the vaulted and fretted ceiling. Dark draperies 
hung upon the walls. The general furniture was profuse, 
comfortless, antique, and tattered. Many books and 
musical instruments lay scattered about, but failed to 
give any vitality to the scene. I felt that I breathed an 
atmosphere of sorrow. An air of stern, deep, and irre¬ 
deemable gloom hung over and pervaded all. 

Upon my entrance, Usher arose from a sofa on which 
he had been lying at full length, and greeted me with a 
vivacious warmth which had much in it, I at first thought, 
of an overdone cordiality—of the constrained effort of the 
ennnyt man of the world. A glance, however, at his coun¬ 
tenance convinced me of his perfect sincerity. We sat 
down ; and for some moments, while he spoke not, I gazed 
upon him with a feeling half of pity, half of awe. Surely, 
man had never before so terribly altered, in so brief a 
period, as had Roderick Usher! It was with difficulty 
that I could bring myself to admit the identity of the wan 
being before me with the companion of my early boyhood. 
Yet the character of his face had been at all times re¬ 
markable. A cadaverousness of complexion; an eye large, 
liquid, and luminous beyond comparison; lips somewhat 
thin and very pallid, but of a surpassingly beautiful curve ; 
a nose of a delicate Hebrew model, but with a breadth of 
nostril unusual in similar formations; a finely moulded 
chin, speaking, in its want of prominence, of a want of 
moral energy; hair of a more than web-like softness 
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and tenuity;—these features, with an inordinate expansion 
above the regions of the temple, made up altogether a 
countenance not easily to be forgotten. And now in the 
mere exaggeration of the prevailing character of these 
features, and of the expression they were wont to convey, 
lay so much of change that I doubted to whom I spoke. 
The now ghastly pallor of the skin, and the now miracu¬ 
lous lustre of the eye, above all things startled and even 
awed me. The silken hair, too, had been suffered to grow 
all unheeded, and as, in its wild gossamer texture, it floated 
rather than fell about the face, I could not, even with 
effort, connect its Arabesque expression with any idea of 
simple humanity. 

In the manner of my friend I was at once struck with 
an incoherence—an inconsistency; and I soon found this 
to arise from a series of feeble and futile struggles to over¬ 
come an habitual trepidancy—an excessive nervous agita¬ 
tion. For something of this nature I had indeed been 
prepared, no less by his letter, than by reminiscences of 
certain boyish traits, and by conclusions deduced from 
his peculiar physical confirmation and temperament. 
His action was alternately vivacious and sullen. His 
voice varied rapidly from a tremulous indecision (when 
the animal spirits seemed utterly in abeyance) to that 
species of energetic concision—that abrupt, weighty, un¬ 
hurried, and hollow-sounding enunciation—that leaden, 
self-balanced, and perfectly modulated guttural utterance, 
which may be observed in the lost drunkard, or the irre- 
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claimable eater of opium, during the periods of his most 
intense excitement. 

It was thus that he spoke of the object of my visit, of 
his earnest desire to see me, and of the solace he expected 
me to afford him. He entered, at some length, into what 
he conceived to be the nature of his malady. It was, he 
said, a constitutional and a family evil, and one for which 
he despaired to find a remedy—a mere nervous affection, 
he immediately added, which would undoubtedly soon 
pass off. It displayed itself in a host of unnatural sensa¬ 
tions. Some of these, as he detailed them, interested and 
bewildered me; although, perhaps, the terms and the 
general manner of their narration had their weight. He 
suffered much from a morbid acuteness of the senses; the 
most insipid food was alone endurable ; he could wear only 
garments of certain texture ; the odors of all flowers'were 
oppressive; his eyes were tortured by even a faint light; 
and there were but peculiar sounds, and these from 
stringed instruments, which did not inspire him with 
horror. 

To an anomalous species of terror I found him a bounden 
slave. “ I shall perish,” said he, “ I must perish in this 
deplorable folly. Thus, thus, and not otherwise, shall I 
be lost. I dread the events of the future, not in them¬ 
selves, but in their results. I shudder at the thought of 
any, even the most trivial, incident, which may operate 
upon this intolerable agitation of soul. I have, indeed, 
no abhorrence of danger, except in its absolute effect—in 
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terror. In this unnerved, in this pitiable, condition I 
feel that the period will sooner or later arrive when I must 
abandon life and reason together, in some struggle with 
the grim phantasm, Fear.” 

I learned, moreover, at intervals, and through broken 
and equivocal hints, another singular feature of his mental 
condition. He was enchained by certain superstitious 
impressions in regard to the dwelling which he tenanted, 
and whence, for many years, he had never ventured forth 
—in regard to an influence whose supposititious force was 
conveyed in terms too shadowy here to be re-stated—an 
influence which some peculiarities in the mere form and 
substance of his family mansion had, by dint of long suf¬ 
ferance, he said, obtained over his spirit—an effect which 
the physique of the gray walls and turrets, and of the dim 
tarn into which they all looked down, had, at length, 
brought about upon the morale of his existence. 

He admitted, however, although with hesitation, that 
much of the peculiar gloom which thus afflicted him 
could be traced to a more natural and far more palpa¬ 
ble ' origin—to the severe and long-continued illness— 
indeed to the evidently approaching dissolution—of a ten¬ 
derly beloved sister, his sole companion for long years, 
his last and only relative on earth. “ Her decease,” he 
said, with a bitterness which I can never forget, “ would 
leave him (him, the hopeless and the frail) the last of the 
ancient race of the Ushers.” While he spoke, the lady 
Madeline (for so was she called) passed through a remote 
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portion of the apartment, and, without having noticed my 
presence, disappeared. I regarded her with an utter 
astonishment not unmingled with dread; and yet I found 
it impossible to account for such feelings. A sensation of 
stupor oppressed me as my eyes followed her retreating 
steps. When a door, at length, closed upon her, my 
glance sought instinctively and eagerly the countenance of 
the brother; but he had buried his face in his hands, and I 
could only perceive that a far more than ordinary wanness 
had overspread the emaciated fingers through which 
trickled many passionate tears. 

The disease of the lady Madeline had long baffled the 
skill of her physicians. A settled apathy, a gradual wasting 
away of the person, and frequent although transient affec¬ 
tions of a partially cataleptical character were the unusual 
diagnosis. Hitherto she had steadily borne up against 
the pressure of her malady, and had not betaken herself 
finally to bed; but on the closing in of the evening of my 
arrival at the house, she succumbed (as her brother told 
me at night with inexpressible agitation) to the prostrating 
power of the destroyer; and I learned that the glimpse 
I had obtained of her person would thus probably be the 
last I should obtain—that the lady, at least while living, 
would be seen by me no more. 

For several days ensuing, her name was unmentioned 
by either Usher or myself; and during this period I was 
busied in earnest endeavors to alleviate the melancholy of 
my friend. We painted and read together, or I listened, 
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as if in a dream, to the wild improvisations of his speaking 
guitar. And thus, as a closer and still closer intimacy 
admitted me more unreservedly into the recesses of his 
spirit, the more bitterly did I perceive the futility of all 
attempt at cheering a mind from which darkness, as if an 
inherent positive quality, poured forth upon all objects of 
the moral and physical universe in one unceasing radia¬ 
tion of gloom. 

I shall ever bear about me a memory of the many sol¬ 
emn hours I thus spent alone with the master of the 
House of Usher. Yet I should fail in any attempt to 
convey an idea of the exact character of the studies, or of 
the occupations, in which he involved me, or led me the 
way. An excited and highly distempered ideality threw a 
sulphureous lustre over all. His long improvised dirges 
will ring forever in itiy ears. Among other things, I hold 
painfully in mind a certain singular perversion and am¬ 
plification of the wild air of the last waltz of Von Weber. 
From the paintings over which his elaborate fancy 
brooded, and which grew, touch by touch, into vague¬ 
nesses at which I shuddered the more thrillingly, because I 
shuddered knowing not why—from these paintings (vivid 
as their images now are before me) I would in vain en¬ 
deavor to educe more than a small portion which should 
lie within the compass of merely written words. By the 
utter simplicity, by the nakedness, of his designs, he 
arrested and overawed attention. If ever mortal painted 
an idea, that mortal was Roderick Usher. For me at 
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least, in the circumstances then surrounding me, there 
arose out of the pure abstractions which the hypochon¬ 
driac contrived to throw upon his canvas, an intensity of 
intolerable awe, no shadow of which felt I ever yet in the 
contemplation of the certainly glowing yet too concrete 
reveries of Fuseli. 

One of the phantasmagoric conceptions of my friend, 
partaking not so rigidly of the spirit of abstraction, may 
be shadowed forth, although feebly, in words. A small 
picture presented the interior of an immensely long and 
rectangular vault or tunnel, with low walls, smooth, white, 
and without interruption or device. Certain accessory 
points of the design served well to convey the idea that 
this excavation lay at an exceeding depth below the sur¬ 
face of the earth. No outlet was observed in any portion 
of its vast extent, and no torch or other artificial source 
of light was discernible ; yet a flood of intense rays rolled 
throughout, and bathed the whole in a ghastly and inap¬ 
propriate splendor. 

I have just spoken of that morbid condition of the audi¬ 
tory nerve which rendered all music intolerable to the 
sufferer, with the exception of certain effects of stringed 
instruments. It was, perhaps, the narrow limits to which 
he thus confined himself upon the guitar which gave birth, 
in great measure, to the fantastic character of his perform¬ 
ances. But the fervid facility of his impromptus could 
not be so accounted for. They must have been, and were, 
in the notes, as well as in the words of his wild fantasias 
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(for he not unfrequently accompanied himself with rhymed 
verbal improvisations), the result of that intense mental 
collectedness and concentration to which I have previ¬ 
ously alluded as observable only in particular moments of 
the highest artificial excitement. The words of one of 
these rhapsodies I have easily remembered. I was, per¬ 
haps, the more forcibly impressed with it as he gave it, 
because, in the under or mystic current of its meaning, I 
fancied that I perceived, and for the first time, a full con¬ 
sciousness on the part of Usher of the tottering of his 
lofty reason upon her throne. The verses, which were 
entitled “ The Haunted Palace,'” ran very nearly, if not 
accurately, thus:— 


i. 

In the greenest of our valleys, 

By good angels tenanted, 

Once a fair and stately pdlace— 
Radiant palace—reared its head. 

In the monarch Thought’s dominion— 
It stood there ! 

Never seraph spread a pinion 
Over fabric half so fair. 


II. ' 

Banners yellow, glorious, golden. 

On its roof did float and flow 
(This—all this—was in the olden 
Time long ago) ; 

And every gentle air that dallied, 

In that sweet day, 

Along the ramparts plumed and pallid, 
A winged odor went away. 
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III. 

Wanderers in that happy valley 

Through two luminous windows saw 
Spirits moving musically 
To a lute’s well-tuned law ; 

Round about a throne, where sitting 
(Porphyrogene !) 

In state his glory Well befitting. 

The ruler of the realm was seen. 


IV. 

And all with pearl and ruby glowing 
Was the fair palace door, 

Through which came flowing, flowing, flowing 
And sparkling evermore, 

A troop of Echoes whose sweet duty 
Was but to sing, 

In voices of surpassing beauty. 

The wit and wisdom of their king. 


v. 

But evil things, in robes of sorrow, 
Assailed th^ monarch’s high estate ; 
(Ah, let us mourn, for never morrow 
Shall dawn upon him, desolate !) 
And, round about his home, the glory 
That blushed and bloomed 
Is but a dim-remembered story 
Of the old time entombed. 


VI. 

And travellers now within that valley, 
Through the red-litten windows see 
Vast forms that move fantastically 
To a discordant melody ; 

While, like a rapid ghastly river, 
Through the pale door, 

A hideous throng rush out forever, 
And laugh—but smile no more. 
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I well remember that suggestions arising from this ballad 
led us into a train of thought wherein there became mani¬ 
fest an opinion of Usher’s, which I mention not so much 
on account of its novelty (for other men* have thought 
thus), as on account of the pertinacity with which he 
maintained it. This opinion, in its general form, was that 
of the sentience of all vegetable things. But, in his dis¬ 
ordered fancy, the idea had assumed a more daring 
character, and trespassed, under certain conditions, upon 
the kingdom of inorganization. I lack words to express 
the full extent, or the earnest abandon of his persuasion. 
The belief, however, was connected (as I have previously 
hinted) with the gray stones of the home of his forefathers. 
The conditions of the sentence had been here, he imagined, 
fulfilled in the method of collocation of these stones—in 
the order of their arrangement, as well as in that of the 
many fungi which overspread th£m, and of the decayed 
trees which stood around—above all, in the long undis¬ 
turbed endurance of this arrangement, and in its reduplica¬ 
tion in the still waters of the tarn. Its evidence—the 
evidence of the sentience—was to be seen, he said (and I 
here started as he spoke), in the gradual yet certain con¬ 
densation of an atmosphere of their own about the waters 
and the walls. The result was discoverable, he added, in 
that silent yet importunate and terrible influence which 
for centuries had moulded the destinies of his family, and 

* Watson, Dr. Percival, Spallanzani, and especially the Bishop of Landaff 
—See “ Chemical Essays,” vol. v. 
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which made him what I now saw him—what he was. 
Such opinions need no comment, and I will make none. 

Our books—the books which, for years, ha'd formed no 
small portion of the mental existence of the invalid— 
were, as might be supposed, in strict keeping with this 
character of phantasm. We pored together over such 
works as the “Ververt et Chartreuse ” of Gresset; the 
“ Belphegor” of Machiavelli; the “ Heaven and Hell ” of 
Swedenborg; the u Subterranean Voyage of Nicholas 
Klimm ” by Holberg; the “ Chiromancy ” of Robert Flud, 
of Jean D’ Indagin6, and of Dela Chambre ; the “ Jour¬ 
ney into the Blue Distance of Tieck” ; and the “ City 
of the Sun of Campanella.” One favorite volume was a 
small octavo edition of the “ Directorium Inquisitorium,” 
by the Dominican Eymeric de Gironne; and there were 
passages in Pomponius Mela, about the old African Satyrs 
and CEgipans, over which Usher would sit dreaming for 
hours. His chief delight, however, was found in the 
perusal of an exceedingly rare and curious book in quarto 
Gothic—the manual of a forgotten church—the Vigilice 
Mortuorum secundum Chorum Ecclcsicz Mciguntince. 

I could not help thinking of the wild ritual of this work, 
and of its probable influence upon the hypochondriac, 
when, one evening, having informed me abruptly that the 
lady Madeline was no more, he stated his intention of 
preserving her corpse for a fortnight (previously to its 
final interment), in one of the numerous vaults within the 
main walls of the building. The worldly reason, however, 
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assigned for this singular proceeding, was one which I did 
not feel at liberty to dispute. The brother had been led 
to his resolution (so he told me) by consideration of the 
unusual character of the malady of the deceased, of cer¬ 
tain obtrusive and eager inquiries on the part of her med¬ 
ical men, and of the remote and exposed situation of the 
burial-ground of the family. I will not deny that when I 
called to mind the sinister countenance of the person 
whom I met upon the staircase, on the day of my arrival 
at the house, I had no desire to oppose what I regarded 
as at best but a harmless, and by no means an unnatural, 
precaution. 

At the request of Usher, I personally aided him in the 
arrangements for the temporary entombment. The body 
having been encoffined, we two alone bore it to its rest. 
The vault in which we placed it (and which had been so 
long unopened that our torches, half smothered in its 
oppressive atmosphere, gave us little opportunity for 
investigation) was small, damp, and entirely without 
means of admission for light; lying, at great depth, im¬ 
mediately beneath that portion of the building in which 
was my own sleeping apartment. It had been used, ap¬ 
parently, in remote feudal times, for the worst purposes 
of a donjon-keep, and, in later days, as a place of deposit 
for powder, or some other highly combustible substance, 
as a portion of its floor, and the whole interior of a long 
archway through which we reached it, were carefully 
sheathed with copper. The door, of massive iron, had 
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been, also, similarly protected. Its immense weight 
caused an unusually sharp, grating sound, as it moved 
upon its hinges. 

Having deposited our mournful burden upon tressels 
within this region of horror, we partially turned aside the 
yet unscrewed lid of the coffin, and looked upon the face 
of the tenant. A striking similitude between the brother 
and sister now first arrested my attention ; and Usher, di¬ 
vining, perhaps, my thoughts, murmured out some few 
words from which I learned that the deceased and himself 
had been twins; and that sympathies of a scarcely intelli¬ 
gible nature had always existed between them. Our 
glances, however, rested not long upon the dead—for we 
could not regard her unawed. The disease which had 
thus entombed the lady in the maturity of youth, had 
left, as usual in all maladies of a strictly cataleptical char¬ 
acter, the mockery of a faint blush upon the bosom and 
the face, and that suspiciously lingering smile upon the 
lip which is so terrible in death. We replaced and 
screwed down the lid, and, having secured the door of 
iron, made our way, with toil, into the scarcely less gloomy 
apartments of the upper portion of the house. 

And now, some days of bitter grief having elapsed, an 
observable change came over the features of the mental 
disorder of my friend. His ordinary manner had vanished. 
His ordinary occupations were neglected or forgotten. 
He roamed from chamber to chamber with hurried, un¬ 
equal, and objectless step. The pallor of his countenance 
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had assumed, if possible, a more ghastly‘hue—but the 
luminousness of his eye had utterly gone out. The once 
occasional huskiness of his tone was heard no more; and a 
tremulous quaver, as if of extreme terror, habitually char¬ 
acterized his utterance. There were times, indeed, when I 
thought his unceasingly agitated mind was laboring with 
some oppressive secret, to divulge which he struggled for 
the necessary courage. At times, again, I was obliged to 
resolve all into the mere inexplicable vagaries of mad¬ 
ness, for I beheld him gazing upon vacancy for long 
hours, in an attitude of the profoundest attention, as if 
listening to some imaginary sound. It was no wonder 
that his condition terrified—that it infected me. I felt 
creeping upon me, by slow yet certain degrees, the wild 
influences of his own fantastic yet impressive super¬ 
stitions. 

It was, especially, upon retiring to bed late in the night 
of the seventh or eighth day after the placing of the lady 
Madeline within the donjon, that I experienced the full 
power of such feelings. Sleep came not near my couch— 
while the hours waned and waned away. I struggled to 
reason off the nervousness which had dominion over me. I 
endeavored to believe that much, if not all of what I felt, 
was due to the bewildering influence of the gloomy furnh 
ture of the room—of the dark and tatterecl draperies, which, 
tortured into motion by the breath of a rising tempest, 
swayed fitfully to and fro upon the walls, and rustled un* 
easily about the decorations of the bed. But my efforts 
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were fruitless/ An irrepressible tremor gradually per¬ 
vaded my frame; and, at length, there sat upon my very 
heart an incubus of utterly causeless alarm. Shaking this 
off with a gasp and a struggle, I uplifted myself upon the * 
pillows, and, peering earnestly within the intense dark¬ 
ness of the chamber, hearkened—I know not why, except 
that an instinctive spirit prompted me—to certain low and 
indefinite sounds which came, through the pauses of the 
storm, at long intervals, I knew not whence. Overpow¬ 
ered by an intense sentiment of horror, unaccountable yet 
unendurable, I threw on my clothes with haste (for I felt 
that I should sleep no more during the night), and en¬ 
deavored to arouse myself from the pitiable condition into 
which I had fallen, by pacing rapidly to and fro through 
the apartment. 

I had taken but few turns in this manner, when a light 
step on an adjoining staircase arrested my attention. I 
presently recognized it as that of Usher. In an instant 
afterward he rapped, with a gentle touch, at my door, and 
entered, bearing a lamp. His countenance was, as usual, 
cadaverously wan—but, moreover, there was a species of 
mad hilarity in his eyes—an evidently restrained hysteria 
in his whole demeanor. His air appalled me—but any 
thing was preferable to the solitude which I had so long 
endured, and I even welcomed his presence as a relief. 

“ And you have not seen it ? ” he said abruptly, after 
having stared about him for some moments in silence— 
“you have not then seen it?—but, stay! you shall.” 
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Thus speaking, and having carefully shaded his lamp, he 
hurried to one of the casements, and threw it freely open 
to the storm. 

The impetuous fury of the entering gust nearly lifted 
us from our feet. It was, indeed, a tempestuous yet 
sternly beautiful night, and one wildly singular in its 
terror and its beauty. A whirlwind had apparently col¬ 
lected its force in our vicinity; for there were frequent 
and violent alterations in the direction of the wind; and 
the exceeding density of the clouds (which hung so low 
as to press upon the turrets of the house) did not prevent 
our perceiving the life-like velocity with which they flew 
careering from all points against each other, without pass¬ 
ing away into the distance. I say that even their exceeding 
density did not prevent our perceiving this—yet we had no 
glimpse of the moon or stars, nor was there any flashing 
forth of the lightning. But the under surfaces of the 
huge masses of agitated vapor, as well as all terrestrial 
objects immediately around us, were glowing in the un¬ 
natural light of a faintly luminous and distinctly visible 
gaseous exhalation which hung about and enshrouded the 
mansion. 

“You must not—you shall not behold this! ” said I, 
shuddering, to Usher, as I led him, with a gentle violence, 
from the window to a seat., “These appearances, which 
bewilder you, are merely electrical phenomena not un- 
i common—or it may be that they have their ghastly origin 

in the rank miasma of the tarn. Let us close this case- 
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ment;—the air is chilling and dangerous to your frame. 
Here is one of your favorite romances. I will read, and 
you shall listen:—and so we will pass away this terrible 
night together.” 

The antique volume which I had taken up was the 
“ Mad Trist ” of Sir Launcelot Canning ; but I had called 
it a favorite of Usher's more in sad jest than in earnest; 
for, in truth, there is little in its uncouth and unimagina¬ 
tive prolixity which could have had interest for the lofty 
and spiritual ideality of my friend. It was, however, the 
only book immediately at hand ; and I indulged a vague 
hope that the excitement which now agitated the hypo¬ 
chondriac, might find relief (for the history of mental dis¬ 
order is full of similar anomalies) even in the extremeness 
of the folly which I should read. Could I have judged, 
indeed, by the wild overstrained air of vivacity with which 
he hearkened, or apparently hearkened, to the words of 
the tale, I might well have congratulated myself upon the 
success of my design. 

I had arrived at that well-known portion of the story 
where Ethelred, the hero of the Trist, having sought in 
vain for peaceable admission into the dwelling of the 
hermit, proceeds to make good an entrance by force. 
Here, it will be remembered, the words of the narrative 
run thus: 

“ And Ethelred, who was by nature of a doughty heart, 
and who was now mighty withal, on account of the pow¬ 
erfulness of the wine which he had drunken, waited no 
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longer to hold parley with the hermit, who, in sooth, was 
of an obstinate and maliceful turn, but, feeling the rain 
upon his shoulders, and fearing the rising of the tempest, 
uplifted his mace outright, and, with blows, made quickly 
room in the plankings of the door for his gauntleted hand -J 
and now pulling therewith sturdily, he so cracked, and 
ripped, and tore all asunder, that the noise of the dry 
and hollow-sounding wood alarumed and reverberated 
throughout the forest.” 

At the termination of this sentence I started and, for a 
moment, paused ; for it appeared to me (although I at 
once concluded that my excited fancy had deceived me)— 
it appeared to me that, from some very remote portion of 
the mansion, there came, indistinctly to my ears, what 
might have been, in its exact similarity of character, the 
echo (but a stifled and dull one certainly) of the very 
cracking and ripping sound which Sir Launcelot had so 
particularly described. It was, beyond doubt, the coinci¬ 
dence alone which had arrested my attention ; for, amid 
the rattling of the sashes of the casements, and the ordi¬ 
nary commingled noises of the still increasing storm, the 
sound, in itself, had nothing, surely, which should have 
interested or disturbed me. I continued the story: 

“ But the good champion Ethelred, now entering within 
the door, was sore enraged and amazed to perceive no 
signal of the maliceful hermit; but, in the stead thereof, a 
dragon of a scaly and prodigious demeanor, and of a fiery 
tongue, which sate in guard before a palace of gold, with 
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a floor of silver; and upon the wall there hung a shield of 
shining brass with this legend enwritten— 

Who entereth herein, a conqueror hath bin ; 

Who slayeth the dragon, the shield he shall win. 

And Ethelred uplifted his mace, and struck upon the 
head of the dragon, which fell before him, and gave up 
his pesty breath, with a shriek so horrid and harsh, and 
withal so piercing, that Ethelred had fain to close his ears 
with his hands against the dreadful noise of it, the like 
whereof was never before heard.” 

Here again I paused abruptly, and now with a feeling 
of wild amazement—for there could be no doubt whatever 
that, in this, instance, I did actually hear (although from 
what direction it proceeded I found it impossible to say) 
a low and apparently distant, but harsh, protracted, and 
most unusual screaming or grating sound—the exact 
counterpart of what my fancy had already conjured up 
for the dragon’s unnatural shriek as described by the 
romancer. 

Oppressed, as I certainly was, upon the occurrence of 
this second and most extraordinary coincidence, by a 
thousand conflicting sensations, in which wonder and ex¬ 
treme terror were predominant, I still retained sufficient 
presence of mind to avoid exciting, by any observation, 
the sensitive nervousness of my companion. I was by no 
means certain that he had noticed the sounds in question; 
although, assuredly, a strange alteration had, during the 
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last few minutes, taken place in his demeanor. From a 
position fronting my own, he had gradually brought 
round his chair, so as to sit with his face to the door of 
the chamber; and thus I could but partially perceive his 
features, although I saw that his lips trembled as if he 
were murmuring inaudibly. His head had dropped upon 
his breast—yet I knew that he was not asleep, from the 
wide and rigid opening of the eye as I caught a glance of 
it in profile. The motion of his body, too, was at variance 
with this idea—for he rocked from side to side with a 
gentle yet constant and uniform sway. Having rapidly 
taken notice of all this, I resumed the narrative of Sir 
Launcelot, which thus proceeded: 

“And now, the champion, having escaped from the 
terrible fury of the dragon, bethinking himself of the 
brazen shield, and of the breaking up of the enchantment 
which was upon it, removed the carcass from out of the 
way before him, and approached valorously over the silver 
pavement of the castle to where the shield was upon the 
wall; which in sooth tarried not for his full coming, but 
fell down at his feet upon the silver floor, with a mighty 
great and terrible ringing sound.” 

No sooner had these syllables passed my lips, than—as 
if a shield of brass had indeed, at the moment, fallen 
heavily upon a floor of silver—I became aware of a dis¬ 
tinct, hollow, metallic, and clangorous, yet apparently 
muffled, reverberation. Completely unnerved, I leaped 
to my feet; but the measured rocking movement of 
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Usher was undisturbed. I rushed to the chair in which 
he sat. His eyes were bent fixedly before him, and 
throughout his whole countenance there reigned a stony 
rigidity. But, as I placed my hand upon his shoulder, 
there came a strong shudder over his whole person; a 
sickly smile quivered about his lips; and I saw that he 
spoke in a low, hurried, and gibbering murmur, as if 
unconscious of my presence. Bending closely over him, 
I at length drank in the hideous import of his words. 

“ Not hear it?—yes, I hear it, and have heard it. Long 
—long—long—many minutes, many hours, many days, 
have I heard it—yet I dared not—oh, pity me, miserable 
wretch that I am!—I dared not—I dared not speak! 
We have put her living in the tomb ! Said I not that, my 
senses were acute ? I now tell you that I heard her first 
feeble movements in the hollow coffin. I heard them— 
many, many days ago—yet I dared not —I dared not 
speak ! And now—to-night—Ethelred—ha ! ha !—the 
breaking of the hermit’s door, and the death-cry of the 
dragon, and the clangor of the shield—say, rather, the 
rending of her coffin, and the grating of the iron hinges of 
her prison, and her struggles within the coppered archway 
of the vault! Oh ! whither shall I fly? Will she not be 
here anon ? Is she not hurrying to upbraid me for my 
haste? Have I not heard her footstep on the stair? Do 
I not distinguish that heavy and horrible beating of her 
heart ? Madman ! ”—here he sprang furiously to his feet, 
and shrieked out his syllables, as if in the effort he were 
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giving up his soul ATcidman ! I tell you that she now 

stands without the door ! ” 

As if in the superhuman energy of his utterance there 
had been found the potency of a spell, the huge antique 
panels to which the speaker pointed threw slowly back, 
upon the instant, their ponderous and ebony jaws. It 
was the work of the rushing gust—but then without those 
doors there did stand the lofty and enshrouded figure of 
the lady Madeline of Usher. There was blood upon her 
white robes, and the evidence of some bitter struggle 
upon every portion of her emaciated frame. For a 
moment she remained trembling and reeling to and fro 
upon the threshold—then, with a low moaning cry, fell 
heavily inward upon the person of her brother, and in her 
violent and now final death-agonies, bore him to the floor 
a corpse, and a victim to the terrors he had anticipated.. 

From that chamber, and from that mansion, I fled 
aghast. The storm was still abroad in all its wrath as I 
found myself crossing the old causeway. Suddenly there 
shot along the path a wild light, and I turned to see 
whence a gleam so unusual could have issued; for the 
vast house and its shadows were alone behind me. The 
radiance was that of the full, setting, and blood-red moon, 
which now shone vividly through that once barely dis¬ 
cernible fissure, of which I have before spoken as extend¬ 
ing from the roof of the building, in a zigzag direction, to 
the base. While I gazed, this fissure’ rapidly widened— 
there came a fierce breath of the whirlwind—the entire 
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orb of the satellite burst at once upon my sight—my brain 
reeled as I saw the mighty walls rushing asunder—there 
was a long tumultuous shouting sound like the voice of a 
thousand waters—and the deep and dank tarn at my feet 
closed sullenly and silently over the fragments of the 
“ House of Usher” 
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Impia tortorum longas hie turba furores 
Sanguinis innocui, non satiata, aluit. 

Sospite nunc patria, fracto nunc funeris antro, 

Mors ubi dira fuit vita salusque patent. 

[Quatrain composed for the gates of a market to be erected upon the site of the 
Jacobin Club House at Paris.] 

I WAS sick—sick unto death with that long agony; and 
when they at length unbound me, and I was permitted 
to sit, I felt that my senses were leaving me. The sentence 
—the dread sentence of death—was the last of distinct 
accentuation which reached my ears. After that, the 
sound of the inquisitorial voices seemed merged in one 
dreamy indeterminate hum. It conveyed to my soul the 
idea of revolution —perhaps from its association in fancy 
with the burr of a mill-wheel. This only for a brief peri¬ 
od, for presently I heard no more. Yet, for a while, I 
saw—but with how terrible an exaggeration! I saw the 
lips of the black-robed judges. They appeared to me 
white—whiter than the sheet upon which I trace these 
words—and thin even to grotesqueness; thin with the 
intensity of their expression of firmness—of immovable 
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resolution—of stern contempt of human torture. I saw 
that the decrees of what to me was Fate were still issuing 
from those lips. I saw them writhe with a deadly locu- 
tion. I saw them fashion the syllables of my name; and 
I shuddered because no sound succeeded. I saw, too, for 
a few moments of delirious horror, the soft and nearly 
imperceptible waving of the sable draperies which en¬ 
wrapped the walls of the apartment. And then my vision 
fell upon the seven tall candles upon the table. At first 
they wore the aspect of charity, and seemed white slender 
angels who would save me; but then, all at once, there 
came a most deadly nausea over my spirit, and I felt every 
fibre in my frame thrill as if I had touched the wire of a 
galvanic battery, while the angel forms became meaning¬ 
less spectres, with heads of flame, and I saw that from 
them there would be no help. And then there stole into 
my fancy, like a rich musical note, the thought of what 
sweet rest there must be in the grave. The thought came 
gently and stealthily, and it seemed long before it attained 
full appreciation; but just as my spirit came at length 
properly to feel and entertain it, the figures of the judges 
vanished, as if magically, from before me ; the tall candles 
sank into nothingness; their flames went out utterly; the 
blackness of darkness supervened ; all sensations appeared 
swallowed up in a mad rushing descent as of the soul into 
Hades. Then silence, and stillness, and night were the 
universe. 

I had swooned ; but still will not say that all of con- 
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sciousness was lost. What of it there remained I will not 
attempt to define, or even to describe; yet all was not 
lost. In the deepest slumber—no! In delirium—no! 
In a swoon—no ! In death—no ! even in the grave all is 
not lost. Else there is no immortality for man. Arous¬ 
ing from the most profound of slumbers, we break the 
gossamer web of some dream. Yet in a second afterward, 
(so frail may that web have been) we remember not that 
we have dreamed. In the return to life from the swoon 
there are two stages : first, that of the sense of mental or 
spiritual; secondly, that of the sense of physical, exist¬ 
ence. It seems probable that if, upon reaching the second 
stage, we could recall the impressions of the first, we 
should find these impressions eloquent in memories of the 
gulf beyond. And that gulf is—what? How at least 
shall we distinguish its shadows from those of the tomb ? 
But if the impressions of what I have termed the first 
stage are not, at will, recalled, yet, after long interval, do 
they not come unbidden, while we marvel whence they 
come ? He who has never swooned, is not he who finds 
strange palaces and wildly familiar faces in coals that 
glow; is not he who beholds floating in mid-air the sad 
visions that the many may not view; is not he who 
ponders over the perfume of some novel flower; is not he 
whose brain grows bewildered with the meaning of some 
musical cadence which has never before arrested his at¬ 
tention. 

Amid frequent and thoughtful endeavors to remembc r 
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amid earnest struggles to regather some token of the state 
of seeming nothingness into which my soul had lapsed, 
there have been moments when I have dreamed of suc¬ 
cess ; there have been brief, very brief periods when I 
have conjured up remembrances which the lucid reason of 
a later epoch assures me could have had reference only 
to that condition of seeming unconsciousness. These 
shadows of memory tell, indistinctly, of tall figures that 
lifted and bore me in silence down—down—still down— 
till a hideous dizziness oppressed me at the mere idea of 
the interminableness of the descent. They tell also of a 
vague horror at my heart, on account of that heart’s un¬ 
natural stillness. Then comes a sense of Sudden motion¬ 
lessness throughout all things; as if those who bore me (a 
ghastly train !) had outrun, in their descent, the limits of* 
the limitless, and paused from the wearisomeness of their 
toil. After this I call to mind flatness and dampness; 
and then all is madness —the madness of a memory which 
busies itself among forbidden things. 

Very suddenly there came back to my soul motion and 
sound—the tumultuous motion of the heart, and, in my 
ears, the sound of its beating. Then a pause in which all 
is blank. Then again sound, and motion, and touch—a 
tingling sensation pervading my frame. Then the mere 
consciousness of existence, without thought—a condition 
which lasted long. Then, very suddenly, thought , and 
shuddering terror, and earnest endeavor to comprehend 
my true state. Then a strong desire to lapse into insensi- 
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bility. Then a rushing revival of soul and a successful 
effort to move. And now a full memory of the trial, of 
the judges, of the sable draperies, of the sentence, of the 
sickness, of the swoon. Then entire forgetfulness of all 
that followed ; of all that a later day and much earnest¬ 
ness of endeavor have enabled me vaguely to recall. 

So far, I had not opened my eyes. I felt that I lay 
upon my back, unbound. I reached out my hand, and it 
fell heavily upon something damp and hard. There I 
suffered it to remain for many minutes, while I strove to 
imagine where and what I could be. I longed, yet dared 
not, to employ my vision. I dreaded the first glance at 
objects around me. It was not that I feared to look upon 
things horrible, but that I grew aghast lest there should 
be nothing to see. At length, with a wild desperation at 
heart, I quickly unclosed my eyes. My worst thoughts, 
then, were confirmed. The blackness of eternal night en¬ 
compassed me. I struggled for breath. The intensity of 
the darkness seemed to oppress and stifle me. The at¬ 
mosphere was intolerably close. I still lay quietly, and 
made effort to exercise my reason. I brought to mind 
the inquisitorial proceedings, and attempted from that 
point to deduce my real condition. The sentence had 
passed ; and it appeared to me that a very long interval 
of time had since elapsed. Yet not for a moment did I 
suppose myself actually dead. Such a supposition, not¬ 
withstanding what we read in fiction, is altogether incon¬ 
sistent with real existence ;—but where and in what state 
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was I ? The condemned to death, I knew, perished 
usually at the auto-dct-fes , and one of these had been held 
on the very night of the day of my trial. Had I been re¬ 
manded to my dungeon, to await the next sacrifice, which 
would not take place for many months ? This I at once 
saw could not be. Victims had been in immediate de¬ 
mand. Moreover, my dungeon, as well as all the con¬ 
demned cells at Toledo, had stone floors, and light was 
not altogether excluded. 

A fearful idea now suddenly drove the blood in tor¬ 
rents upon my heart, and for a brief period I once more 
relapsed into insensibility. Upon recovering, I at once 
started to my feet, trembling convulsively in every fibre. 
I thrust my arms wildly above and around me in all 
directions. I felt nothing; yet dreaded to move a step, 
lest I should be impeded by the walls of a tomb . Per¬ 
spiration burst from every pore, and stood in cold big 
beads upon my forehead. The agony of suspense grew 
at length intolerable, and I cautiously moved forward, 
with my arms extended, and my eyes straining from 
their sockets in the hope of catching some faint ray of 
light. I proceeded for many' paces ; but still all was 
blackness and vacancy. I breathed more freely. It 
seemed evident that mine was not, at least, the most 
hideous of fates. 

And now, as I still continued to step cautiously onward, 
there came thronging upon my recollection a thousand 
vague rumors of the horrors of Toledo. Of the dungeons 
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there had been strange things narrated—fables I had al- 
1 ways deemed them,—but yet strange, and too ghastly to 
repeat, save in a whisper. Was I left to perish of starvation 
in this subterranean world of darkness; or what fate, 
perhaps even more fearful, awaited me ? That the result 
would be death, and a death of more than customary bit- 
terness, I knew too well the character of my judges to 
doubt. The mode and the hour were all that occupied 
or distracted me. 

My outstretched hands at length encountered some 
solid obstruction. It was a wall, seemingly of stone 
masonry—very smooth, slimy, and cold. I followed it 
up; stepping with all the careful distrust with which cer¬ 
tain antique narratives had inspired me. This process, 
however, afforded me no means of ascertaining the dimen¬ 
sions of my dungeon, as I might make its circuit and re¬ 
turn to the point whence I set out without being aware 
of the fact, so perfectly uniform seemed the wall. I 
therefore sought the knife which had been in my pocket 
when led into the inquisitorial chamber ; but it was gone; 
my clothes had been exchanged for a wrapper of coarse 
serge. I had thought of forcing the blade in some min¬ 
ute crevice of the masonry, so as to identify my point of 
departure. The difficulty, nevertheless, was but trivial; 
although, in the disorder of my fancy, it seemed at first 
insuperable. I tore a part of the hem from the robe and 
placed the fragment at full length, and at right angles to 
the wall. In groping my way around the prison, I could 
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not fail to encounter this rag upon completing the circuit. 
So, at least, I thought ; but I had not counted upon the 
extent of the dungeon, or upon my own weakness. The 
ground was moist and slippery. I staggered onward for 
some time, when I stumbled and fell. My excessive 
fatigue induced me to remain prostrate ; and sleep soon 
overtook me as I lay. 

Upon awaking, and stretching forth an arm, I found 
beside me a loaf and a pitcher with water. I was too much 
exhausted to reflect upon this circumstance, but ate and 
drank with avidity. Shortly afterward, I resumed my 
tour around the prison, and with much toil, came at last 
upon the fragment of the serge. Up to the period when 
I fell, I had counted fifty-two paces, and, upon resuming 
my walk, I had counted forty-eight more—when I arrived 
at the rag. There were in all, then, a hundred paces ; and, 
admitting two paces to the yard, I presumed the dungeon 
to be fifty yards in circuit. I had met, however, with 
many angles in the wall, and thus I could form no guess 
at the shape of the vault, for vault I could not help sup¬ 
posing it to be. 

I had little object—certainly no hope—in these re¬ 
searches ; but a vague curiosity prompted me to continue 
them. Quitting the wall, I resolved to cross the area 
of the enclosure. At first, I proceeded with extreme cau¬ 
tion, for the floor, although seemingly of solid material, 
was treacherous with slime. At length, however, I took 
courage, and did not hesitate to step firmly—endeavoring 
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to cross in as direct a line as possible. I bad advanced 
some ten or twelve paces in this manner, when the 
remnant of the torn hem of my robe became entangled 
between my legs. I stepped on it, and fell violently on 
my face. 

In the confusion attending my fall, I did not imme¬ 
diately apprehend a somewhat startling circumstance, 
which yet, in a few seconds afterward, and while I still lay 
prostrate, arrested my attention. It was this: my chin 
rested upon the floor of the prison, but my lips, and the 
upper portion of my head, although seemingly at a 
less elevation than the chin, touched nothing. At the 
same time, my forehead seemed bathed in a clammy 
vapor, and the peculiar smell of decayed fungus arose to 
my nostrils. I put forward my arm, and shuddered to 
find that I had fallen at the very brink of a circular pit, 
whose extent, of course, I had no means of ascertaining at 
the moment. Groping about the masonry just below the 
margin, I succeeded in dislodging a small fragment, and 
let it fall into the abyss. For many seconds I hearkened 
to its reverberations as it dashed against the sides of the 
chasm in its descent; at length, there was a sullen plunge 
into water, succeeded by loud echoes. At the same mo¬ 
ment, there came a sound resembling the quick opening 
and as rapid closing of a door overhead, while a faint 
gleam of light flashed suddenly through the gloom, and as 
suddenly faded away. 

I saw clearly the doom which had been prepared for 
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me, and congratulated myself upon the timely accident 
by which I had escaped. Another step before my fall, 
and the world had seen me no more. And the death just 
avoided was of that very character which I had regarded 
as fabulous and frivolous in the tales respecting the 
Inquisition. To the victims of its tyranny, there was the 
choice of death with its direst physical agonies, or death 
with its most hideous moral horrors. I had been reserved 
for the latter. By long suffering my nerves had been un¬ 
strung, until I trembled at the sound of my own voice, 
and had become in every respect a fitting subject for the 
species of torture which awaited me. 

Shaking in every limb, I groped my way back to the 
wall—resolving there to perish rather than risk the terrors 
of the wells, of which my imagination now pictured many 
in various positions about the dungeon. In other condi¬ 
tions of mind, I might have had courage to end my misery 
at once, by a plunge into one of these abysses ; but now I 
was the veriest of cowards. Neither could I forget what 
I had read of these pits—that the sudden extinction of life 
formed no part of their most horrible plan. 

Agitation of spirit kept me awake for many long hours , 
but at length I again slumbered. Upon arousing, I found 
by my side, as before, a loaf and a pitcher of water. A 
burning thirst consumed me, and I emptied the vessel at 
a draught. It must have been drugged—for scarcely had 
I drunk, before I became irresistibly drowsy. A deep 
sleep fell upon me—a sleep like that of death. How long 
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it lasted, of course I know not; but when, once again, 
I unclosed my eyes, the objects around me were visible. 
By a wild, sulphurous lustre, the origin of which I could 
not at first determine, I was enabled to see the extent 
and aspect of the prison. 

In its size I had been greatly mistaken. The whole 
circuit of its walls did not exceed twenty-five yards. For 
some minutes this fact occasioned me a world of vain 
trouble ; vain indeed—for what could be of less im¬ 
portance, under the terrible circumstances which environed 
me, than the mere dimensions of my dungeon? But my 
soul took a wild interest in trifles, and I busied myself in 
endeavors to account for the error I had committed in my 
measurement. The truth at length flashed upon me. 
In my first attempt at exploration I had counted fifty- 
two paces, up to the period when I fell: I must then have 
been within a pace or two of the fragment of serge; in 
fact, I had nearly performed the circuit of the vault. I 
then slept—and, upon awaking, I must have returned 
upon my steps—thus supposing the circuit nearly double 
what it actually was. My confusion of mind prevented 
me from observing that I began my tour with the 
wall to the left, and ended it with the wall to the 
right. 

I had been deceived, too, in respect to the shape of the 
enclosure. In feeling my way I had found many angles, 
and thus deduced an idea of great irregularity; so potent 
is the effect of total darkness upon one arousing from 
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lethargy or sleep! The angles were simply those of a 
few slight depressions, or niches, at odd intervals. The 
general shape of the prison was square. What I had 
taken for masonry seemed now to be iron, or some other 
metal, in huge plates, whose sutures or joints occasioned 
the depression. The entire surface of this metallic enclo¬ 
sure was rudely daubed in all the hideous and repulsive 
devices to which the charnel superstition of the monks 
has given rise. The figures of fiends in aspects of men¬ 
ace, with skeleton forms, and other more really fearful 
images, overspread and disfigured the walls. I observed 
that the outlines of these monstrosities were sufficiently 
distinct, but that the colors seemed faded and blurred, as 
if from the effects of a damp atmosphere. I now noticed 
the floor, too, which was of stone. In the centre yawned 
the circular pit from whose jaws I had escaped ; but it 
was the only one in the dungeon. 

All this I saw indistinctly and by much effort—for my 
personal condition had been greatly changed during slum¬ 
ber. I now lay upon my back, and at full length, on a 
species of low framework of wood. To this I was securely 
bound by a long strap resembling a surcingle. It passed 
in many convolutions about my limbs and body, leaving 
at liberty only my head, and my left arm to such extent, 
that I could, by dint of much exertion, supply myself 
with food from an earthen dish which lay by my side on 
the floor. I saw, to my horror, that the pitcher had been 
removed. I say to my horror—for I was consumed with 
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intolerable thirst. This thirst it appeared to be the de¬ 
sign of my persecutors to stimulate—for the food in the 
dish was meat pungently seasoned. 

Looking upward, I surveyed the ceiling of my prison. 
It was some thirty or forty feet overhead, and constructed 
much as the side walls. In one of its panels a very singu¬ 
lar figure riveted my whole attention. It was the painted 
figure of Time as he is commonly represented, save that, 
in lieu of a scythe, he held what, at a casual glance, I sup¬ 
posed to be the pictured image of a huge pendulum, such 
as we see on antique clocks. There was something, how¬ 
ever, in the appearance of this machine which caused me 
to regard it more attentively. While I gazed directly 
upward at it (for its position was immediately over my 
own) I fancied that I saw it in motion. In an instant 
afterward the fancy was confirmed. Its sweep was brief, 
and of course slow. I watched it for some minutes some¬ 
what in fear, but more in wonder. Wearied at length 
with observing its dull movement, I turned my eyes upon 
the other objects in the cell. 

A slight noise attracted my notice, and, looking to the 
floor, I saw several enormous rats traversing it. They 
had issued from the well which lay just within view to my 
right. Even then, while 1 gazed, they came up in troops, 
hurriedly, with ravenous eyes, allured by the scent of the 
meat. From this it required much effort and attention 
to scare them away. 

It might have been half an hour, perhaps even an hour 
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(for I could take but imperfect note of time), before I 
again cast my eyes upward. What I then saw con¬ 
founded and amazed me. The sweep of the pendulum 
had increased in extent by nearly a yard. As a natural 
consequence its velocity was also much greater. But 
what mainly disturbed me was the idea that it had per¬ 
ceptibly descended . I now observed—with what horror it 
is needless to say—that its nether extremity was formed 
of a crescent of glittering steel, about a foot in length 
from horn to horn; the horns upward, and the under 
edge evidently as keen as that of a razor. Like a razor 
also, it seemed massy and heavy, tapering from the 
edge into a solid and broad structure above. It was ap¬ 
pended to a weighty rod of brass, and the whole hissed as 
it swuQg through the air. 

I could no longer doubt the doom prepared for me by 
monkish ingenuity in torture. My cognizance of the pit 
had become known to the inquisitorial agents —the pit , 
whose horrors had been destined for so bold a recusant as 
myself —the pit , typical of hell and regarded by rumor as 
the Ultima Thule of all their punishments. The plunge 
into this pit I had avoided by the merest of accidents, 
and I knew that surprise, or entrapment into torment, 
formed an important portion of all the grotesquerie of these 
dungeon deaths. Having failed to fall, it was no part of 
the demon plan to hurl me into the abyss ^ and thus 
(there being no alternative) a different and a milder de¬ 
struction awaited me. Milder! I half smiled in my 
agony as I thought of such application of such a term. 
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What boots it to tell of the long, long hours of horror 
more than mortal, during which I counted the rushing 
oscillations of the steel! Inch by inch—line byline—with 
a descent only appreciable at intervals that seemed ages 
—down and still down it came ! Days passed—it might 
have been that many days passed—ere it swept so closely 
over me as to fan me with its acrid breath. The odor of 
the sharp steel forced itself into my nostrils. I prayed— 
I wearied heaven with my prayer for its more speedy de¬ 
scent. I grew frantically mad, and struggled to force 
myself upward against the sweep of the fearful scimitar. 
And then I fell suddenly calm, and lay smiling at the glit¬ 
tering death, as a child at some rare bauble. 

There was another interval of utter insensibility ; it was 
brief; for, upon again lapsing into life, there had been no 
perceptible descent in the pendulum. But it might have 
been long—for I knew there were demons who took note 
of my swoon, and who could have arrested the vibration 
at pleasure. Upon my recovery, too, I felt very—oh! in¬ 
expressibly—sick and weak, as if through long inanition. 
Even amid the agonies of that period, the human nature 
craved food. With painful effort I outstretched my left 
arm as far as my bonds permitted, and took possession of 
the small remnant which had been spared me by the rats. 
As I put a portion of it within my lips, there rushed to 
my mind a half-formed thought of joy—of hope. Yet 
what business had / with hope? It was, as I say, a half- 
formed thought—man has many such, which are never 
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completed. I felt that it was of joy—of hope ; but I felt 
also that it had perished in its formation. In vain I 
struggled to perfect—to regain it. Long suffering had 
nearly annihilated all my ordinary powers of mind. I 
was an imbecile—an idiot. 

The vibration of the pendulum was at right angles to 
my length. I saw that the crescent was designed to cross 
the region of the heart. It would fray the serge of my 
robe—it would return and repeat its operations—again— 
and again. Notwithstanding its terrifically wide sweep 
(some thirty feet or more), and the hissing vigor of its 
descent, sufficient to sunder these very walls of iron, still 
the fraying of my robe would be all that, for several min¬ 
utes, it would accomplish. And at this thought I 
paused. I dared not go further than this reflection, I 
dwelt upon it with a pertinacity of attention—as if, in so 
dwelling, I could arrest here the descent of the steel. I 
forced myself to ponder upon the sound of the crescent 
as it should pass across the garment—upon the peculiar 
thrilling sensation which the friction of cloth produces on 
the nerves. I pondered upon all this frivolity until my 
teeth were on edge. 

Down—steadily down it crept. I took a frenzied pleas¬ 
ure in contrasting its downward with its lateral velocity. 
To the right—to the left—far and wide—with the shriek 
of a damned spirit! to my heart, with the stealthy pace 
of the tiger ! I alternately laughed and howled, as the one 
or the other idea grew predominant. 
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Down—certainly, relentlessly down ! It vibrated within 
three inches of my bosom ! I struggled violently—furi¬ 
ously—to free my left arm. This was free only from the 
elbow to the hand. I could reach the latter, from the 
platter beside me, to my mouth, with great effort, but no 
farther. Could I have broken the fastenings above the 
elbow, I would have seized and attempted to arrest the 
pendulum. I might as well have attempted to arrest an 
avalanche! 

Down—still unceasingly—still inevitably down ! I 
gasped and struggled at each vibration. I shrunk con¬ 
vulsively at its every sweep. My eyes followed its out¬ 
ward or upward whirls with the eagerness of the most 
unmeaning despair ; they closed themselves spasmodically 
at the descent, although death would have been a relief, 
oh, how unspeakable ! Still I quivered in every nerve to 
think how slight a sinking of the machinery would pre¬ 
cipitate that keen, glistening axe upon my bosom. It 
was hope that prompted the nerve to quiver—the frame 
to shrink. It was hope —the hope that triumphs on the 
rack—that whispers to the death-condemned even in the 
dungeons of the Inquisition. 

I saw that some ten or twelve vibrations would bring 
the steel in actual contact with my robe—and with this 
observation there suddenly came over my spirit all the 
keen, collected calmness of despair. For the first time 
during many hours—or perhaps days—I thought . It now 
occurred to me, that the bandage, or surcingle, which cn- 
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veloped me, was unique . I was tied by no separate cord. 
The first stroke of the razor-like* crescent athwart any por¬ 
tion of the band would so detach it that it might be un¬ 
wound from my person by means of my left hand. But 
how fearful, in that case, the proximity of the steel ! The 
result of the slightest struggle, how deadly! Was it 
likely, moreover, that the minions of the torturer had not 
foreseen and provided for this possibility? Was it prob¬ 
able that the bandage crossed my bosom in the track of 
the pendulum ? Dreading to find my faint and, as it 
seemed, my last hope frustrated, I so far elevated my head 
as to obtain a distinct view of my breast. The surcingle 
enveloped my limbs and body close in all directions— 
save in the path of the destroying crescent . 

Scarcely had I dropped my head back into its original 
position, when there flashed upon my mind what I cannot 
better describe than as the unformed half of that idea of 
deliverance to which I have previously alluded, and of 
which a moiety only floated indeterminately through my 
brain when I raised food to my burning lips. The whole 
thought was now present—feeble, scarcely sane, scarcely 
definite—but still entire. I proceeded at once, with the 
nervous energy of despair, to attempt its execution. 

For many hours the immediate vicinity of the low frame¬ 
work upon which I lay had been literally swarming with 
rats. They were wild, bold, ravenous—their red eyes 
glaring upon me as if they waited but for motionlessness 
on my part to make me their prey. “ To what food,” I 
thought, “ have they been accustomed in the well ?” 
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They had devoured, in spite of all my efforts to prevent 
them, all but a small remnant of the contents of the dish. 
I had fallen into an habitual see-saw or wave of the hand 
about the platter; and, at length, the unconscious uni¬ 
formity of the movement deprived it of effect. In their 
voracity, the vermin frequently fastened their sharp fangs 
in my fingers. With the particles of the oily and spicy 
viand which now remained, I thoroughly rubbed the ban¬ 
dage wherever I could reach it; then, raising my hand 
from the floor, I lay breathlessly still. 

At first, the ravenous animals were startled and terrified 
at the change—at the cessation of movement. They 
shrank alarmedly back; many sought the well. But this 
was only for a moment. I had not counted in vain upon 
their voracity. Observing that I remained without mo¬ 
tion, one or two of the boldest leaped upon the frame¬ 
work, and smelt at the surcingle. This seemed the 
signal for a general rush. Forth from the well they hur¬ 
ried in fresh troops. They clung to the wood—they over¬ 
ran it, and leaped in hundreds upon my person. The 
measured movement of the pendulum disturbed them not 
at all. Avoiding its strokes, they busied themselves with 
the anointed bandage. They pressed—they swarmed 
upon me in ever accumulating heaps. They writhed upon 
my throat; their cold lips sought my own; I was half 
stifled by their thronging pressure ; disgust, for which the 
world has no name, swelled my bosom, and chilled, with 
a heavy clamminess, my heart. Yet one minute, and I 
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felt that the struggle would be over. Plainly I perceived 
the loosening of the bandage. I knew that in more than 
one place it must be already severed. With a more than 
human resolution I lay still . 

Nor had I erred in my calculations—nor had I endured 
in vain. I at length felt that I was free . The surcingle 
hung in ribands from my body. But the stroke of the 
pendulum already pressed upon my bosom. It had di¬ 
vided the serge of the robe. It had cut through the linen 
beneath. Twice again it swung, and a sharp sense of pain 
shot through every nerve. But the moment of escape had 
arrived. At a wave of my hand my deliverers hurried tu¬ 
multuously away. With a steady movement—cautious, 
sidelong, shrinking, and slow—I slid from the embrace of 
the bandage and beyond the reach of the scimitar. For 
the moment, at least, I was free . 

Free!—and in the grasp of the Inquisition! I had 
scarcely stepped from my wooden bed of horror upon 
the stone floor of the prison, when the motion of the hell¬ 
ish machine ceased, and I beheld it drawn up, by some in¬ 
visible force, through the ceiling. This was a lesson 
which I took desperately to heart. My every motion was 
undoubtedly watched. Free!—I had but escaped death 
in one form of agony, to *be delivered unto worse than 
death in some other. With that thought I rolled my 
eyes nervously around on the barriers of iron that hemmed 
me in. Something unusual—some change which, at first, 
I could not appreciate distinctly—it was obvious, had 
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taken place in the apartment. For many minutes of a 
dreamy and trembling abstraction, I busied myself in 
vain, unconnected conjecture. During this period, I be¬ 
came aware, for the first time, of the origin of the sul¬ 
phurous light which illumined the cell. It proceeded 
from a fissure, about half an inch in width, extending 
entirely around the prison at the base of the walls, which 
thus appeared, and were completely separated from the 
floor. I endeavored, but of course in vain, to look 
through the aperture. 

As I arose from the attempt, the mystery of the altera¬ 
tion in the chamber broke at once upon my understanding. 
I have observed that, although the outlines of the figures 
upon the walls were sufficiently distinct, yet the colors 
seemed blurred and indefinite. These colors had now as¬ 
sumed, and were momentarily assuming, a startling and 
most intense brilliancy, that gave to the spectral and 
fiendish portraitures an aspect that might have thrilled 
even firmer nerves than my own. Demon eyes, of a wild 
and ghastly vivacity, glared upon me in a thousand direc¬ 
tions, where none had been visible before, and gleamed 
with the lurid lustre of a fire that I could not force my 
imagination to regard as unreal. 

Unreal !—Even while I breathed there came to my nos¬ 
trils the breath of the vapor of heated iron! A suffo¬ 
cating odor pervaded the prison! A deeper glow settled 
each moment in the eyes that glared at my agonies! A 
richer tint of crimson diffused itself over the pictured 
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horrors of blood. I panted ! I gasped for breath ! There 
could be no doubt of the design of my tormentors—oh ! 
most unrelenting! oh ! most demoniac of men! I shrank 
from the glowing metal to the centre of the cell. Amid 
the thought of the fiery destruction that impended, the 
idea of the coolness of the well came *over my soul like 
balm. I rushed to its deadly brink, I threw my strain¬ 
ing vision below. The glare from the enkindled roof 
illumined its inmost recesses. Yet, for a wild moment, 
did my spirit refuse to comprehend the meaning of what I 
saw. At length it forced—it wrestled its way into my 
soul—it burned itself in upon my shuddering reason. Oh ! 
for a voice to speak!—oh! horror!—oh ! any horror but 
this! With a shriek, I rushed from the margin, and 
buried my face in my hands—weeping bitterly. 

The heat rapidly increased, and once again I looked up, 
shuddering as with a fit of the ague. There had been a 
second change in the cell—and now the change was ob¬ 
viously in the form . As before, it was in vain that I at 
first endeavored to appreciate or understand what was 
taking place. But not long was I left in doubt. The In¬ 
quisitorial vengeance had been hurried by my two-fold 
escape, and there was to be no more dallying with the 
King of Terrors. The room had been square. I saw 
that two of its iron angles were now acute—two, conse¬ 
quently, obtuse. The fearful difference quickly increased 
with a low rumbling or moaning sound. In an instant 
the apartment had shifted its form into that of a lozenge. 
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But the alteration stopped not here—I neither hoped nor 
desired it to stop. I could have clasped the red walls to 
my bosom as a garment of eternal peace. “ Death,” I 
said, “ any death but that of the pit! ” Fool! might I not 
have known that into the pit it was the object of the burn¬ 
ing iron to urge me ? Could I resist its glow ? or if even 
that, could I withstand its pressure ? And now, flatter 
and flatter grew the lozenge, with a rapidity that left me 
no time for contemplation. Its centre, and of course its 
greatest width, came just over the yawning gulf. I shrank 
back—but the closing walls pressed me resistlessly on¬ 
ward. At length for my seared and writhing body there 
was no longer an inch of foothold on the firm floor of the 
prison. I struggled no more, but the agony of my soul 
found vent in one loud, long, and final scream of despair. 
I felt that I tottered upon the brink—I averted my eyes— 
There was a discordant hum of human voices ! There 
was a loud blast as of many trumpets! There was a 
harsh grating as of a thousand thunders ! The fiery walls 
rushed back! An outstretched arm caught my own as I 
fell, fainting, into the abyss. It was that of General 
Lasalle. The French army had entered Toledo. The 
Inquisition was in the hands of its enemies. 
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T HERE are certain themes of which the interest is 
all-absorbing, but which are too entirely horrible 
for the purposes of legitimate fiction. These the mere 
romanticist must eschew, if he do not wish to offend, or 
to disgust. They are with propriety handled only when 
the severity* and majesty of truth sanctify and sustain 
them. We thrill, for example, with the most intense of 
“ pleasurable pain ” over the accounts of the Passage of the 
Beresina, of the Earthquake at Lisbon, of the Plague at 
London, of the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, or of the 
stifling of the hundred and twenty-three prisoners in the 
Black Hole at Calcutta. But, in these accounts, it is the 
fact—it is the reality—it is the history which excites. As 
inventions, we should regard them with simple abhor¬ 
rence. 

I have mentioned some few of the more prominent and 
august calamities on record; but in these it is the extent, 
not less than the character of the calamity, which so 
vividly impresses the fancy. I need not remind the reader 
that, from the long and weird catalogue of human miseries, 
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I might have selected many individual instances more re- 
plete with essential suffering than any of these vast gener¬ 
alities of disaster. The true wretchedness, indeed,—the 
ultimate woe,—is particular, not diffuse. That the ghastly 
extremes of agony are endured by man the unit, and 
never by man the mass—for this let us thank a merciful 
God! 

To be buried while alive is, beyond question, the most 
terrific of these extremes which has ever fallen to the lot 
of mere mortality. That it has frequently, very fre¬ 
quently, so fallen will scarcely be denied by those who 
think. The boundaries which divide Life from Death 
are at best shadowy and vague. Who shall say where the 
one ends, and where the other begins? We know that 
there are diseases in which occur total cessations of all the 
apparent functions of vitality, and yet in which these ces¬ 
sations are merely suspensions, properly so called. They 
are only temporary pauses in the incomprehensible mech¬ 
anism. A certain period elapses, and some unseen mys¬ 
terious principle again sets in motion the magic pinions 
and the wizard wheels. The silver cord was not for ever 
loosed, nor the golden bowl irreparably broken. But 
where, meantime, was the soul ? 

Apart, however, from the inevitable conclusion, a priori 
that such causes must produce such effects,—that the 
well-known occurrence of such cases of suspended anima¬ 
tion must naturally give rise, now and then, to premature 
interments,—apart from this consideration, we have the 
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direct testimony of medical and ordinary experience to 
prove that a vast number of such interments have actually 
taken place. I might refer at once, if necessary, to a hun¬ 
dred well-authenticated instances. One of very remark¬ 
able character, and of which the circumstances may be 
fresh in the memory of some of my readers, occurred, not 
very long ago, in the neighboring city of Baltimore, where 
it occasioned a painful, intense, and widely-extended ex¬ 
citement. The wife of one of the most respectable citizens 
—a lawyer of eminence and a member of Congress—was 
seized with a sudden and unaccountable illness, which 
completely baffled the skill of her physicians. After 
much suffering she died, or was supposed to die. No one 
suspected, indeed, or had reason to suspect, that she was 
not actually dead. She presented all the ordinary ap¬ 
pearances of death. The face assumed the usual pinched 
and sunken outline. The lips were of the usual marble 
pallor. The eyes were lustreless. There was no warmth. 
Pulsation had ceased. For three days the body was pre¬ 
served unburied, during which it had acquired a stony 
rigidity. The funeral, in short, was hastened, on account 
of the rapid advance of what was supposed to be decom¬ 
position. 

The lady was deposited in her family vault, which, for 
three subsequent years, was undisturbed. At the expira¬ 
tion of this term it was opened for the reception of a 
sarcophagus ;—but, alas! how fearful a shock awaited the 
husband, who, personally, threw open the door! As its 
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portals swung outwardly back, some white-apparelled ob¬ 
ject fell rattling within his arms. It was the skeleton of 
his wife in her yet unmoulded shroud. 

A careful investigation rendered it evident that she had 
revived within two days after her entombment; that her 
struggles within the coffin had caused it to fall from a 
ledge, or shelf, to the floor, where it was so broken as to 
permit her escape. A lamp which had been accidentally 
left, full of oil, within the tomb, was found empty; it 
might have been exhausted, however, by evaporation. 
On the uppermost of the steps which led down into the 
dread chamber was a large fragment of the coffin, with 
which, it seemed, that she had endeavored to arrest at¬ 
tention by striking the iron door. While thus occupied, 
she probably swooned, or possibly died, through sheer ter¬ 
ror ; and, in falling, her shroud became entangled in some 
iron-work which projected interiorly. Thus she remained, 
and thus she rotted, erect. 

In the year 1810, a case of living inhumation happened 
in France, attended with circumstances which go far to 
warrant the assertion that truth is, indeed, stranger than 
fiction. The heroine of the story was a Mademoiselle 
Victorine Lafourcade, a young girl of illustrious family, 
of wealth, and of great personal beauty. Among her 
numerous suitors was Julien Bossuet, a poor litterateur , 
or journalist, of Paris. His talents and general amiability 
had recommended him to the notice of the heiress, by 
whom he seems to have been truly beloved; but her 
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pride of birth decided her, finally, to reject him, and to 
wed a Monsieur Renelle, a banker and a diplomatist of 
some eminence. After marriage, however, this gentleman 
neglected, and, perhaps, even, more positively ill-treated 
her. Having passed with" him some wretched years, she 
died—at least her condition so closely resembled death as 
to deceive every one who saw her. She was buried—not 
in a vault, but in an ordinary grave in the village of her 
nativity. Filled with despair, and still inflamed by the 
memory of a profound attachment, .the lover journeys 
from the capital to the remote province in which the vil¬ 
lage lies, with the romantic purpose of disinterring the 
corpse, and possessing himself of its luxuriant tresses. 
He reaches the grave. At midnight he unearths the 
coffin, opens it, and is in the act of detaching the hair, 
when he is arrested by the unclosing of the beloved eyes. 
In fact, the lady had been buried alive. Vitality had not 
altogether departed, and she was aroused by the caresses 
of her lover from the lethargy which had been mistaken 
for death. He bore her frantically to his lodgings in the 
village. He employed certain powerful restoratives sug¬ 
gested by no little medical learning. In fine, she revived. 
She recognized her preserver. She remained with him 
until, by slow degrees, she fully recovered her original 
health. Her woman’s heart was not adamant, and this 
last lesson of love sufficed to soften it. She bestowed it 
upon Bossuet. She returned no more to her husband, 
but, concealing from him her resurrection, fled with her 
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lover to America. Twenty years afterward, the two re¬ 
turned to France, in the persuasion that time had so 
greatly altered the lady’s appearance that her friends 
would be unable to recognize her. They were mistaken, 
however; for, at the first meeting, Monsieur Renelle did 
actually recognize and make claim to his wife. This claim 
she resisted, and a judicial tribunal sustained her in her 
resistance, deciding that the peculiar circumstances, with 
the long lapse of years, had extinguished, not only equi¬ 
tably, but legally, the authority of the husband. 

The Chirurgical Journal of Leipsic, a periodical of 
high authority and merit, which some American book¬ 
seller would do well to translate and republish, records 
in a late number a very distressing event of the char¬ 
acter in question. 

An officer of artillery, a man of gigantic stature and of 
robust health, being thrown from an unmanageable horse, 
received a very severe contusion upon the head, which 
rendered him insensible at once; the skull was slightly 
fractured, but no immediate danger was apprehended. 
Trepanning was accomplished successfully. He was bled, 
and many other of the ordinary means of relief were 
adopted. Gradually, however, he fell into a more and 
more hopeless state of stupor, and, finally, it was thought 
that he died. 

The weather was warm, and he was buried with inde¬ 
cent haste in one of the public cemeteries. His funeral 
took place on Thursday. On the Sunday following, the 
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grounds of the cemetery were, as usual, much thronged 
with visitors, and about noon an intense excitement was 
created by the declaration of a peasant that, while sitting 
upon the grave of the officer, he had distinctly felt a 
commotion of the earth, as if occasioned by some one 
struggling beneath. At first little attention was paid to 
the man’s asseveration; but his evident terror, and the 
dogged obstinacy with which he persisted in his story, had 
at length their natural effect upon the crowd. Spades 
were hurriedly procured, and the grave, which was shame¬ 
fully shallow, was in a few minutes so far thrown open 
that the head of its occupant appeared. He was then 
seemingly dead ;'but he sat nearly erect within his coffin, 
the lid of which, in his furious struggles, he had partially 
uplifted. 

He was forthwith conveyed to the nearest hospital, and 
there pronounced to be still living, although in an asphy- 
tic condition. After some hours he revived, recognized 
individuals of his acquaintance, and, in broken sentences 
spoke of his agonies in the grave. 

From what he related, it was clear that he must have 
been conscious of life for more than an hour, while in¬ 
humed, before lapsing into insensibility. The grave was 
carelessly and loosely filled with an exceedingly porous 
soil; and thus some air was necessarily admitted. He 
heard the footsteps of the crowd overhead, and endeav¬ 
ored to make himself heard in turn. It was the tumult 
within the grounds of the cemetery, he said, which appeared 
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to awaken him from a deep sleep, but no sooner was he 
awake than he became fully aware of the awful horrors of 
his position. 

This patient, it is recorded, was doing well, and seemed 
to be in a fair way of ultimate recovery, but fell a victim 
to the quackeries of medical experiment. The galvanic 
battery was applied, and he suddenly expired in one of 
those ecstatic paroxysms which, occasionally, it superin¬ 
duces. 

The mention of the galvanic battery, nevertheless, 
recalls to my memory a well-known and very extraordi¬ 
nary case in point, where its action proved the means of 
restoring to animation a young attorney of London, who 
had been interred for two days. This occurred in 1831, 
and created, at the time, a very profound sensation wher¬ 
ever it was made the subject of converse. 

The patient, Mr. Edward Stapleton, had died, appar¬ 
ently, of typhus fever, accompanied with some anomalous 
symptoms which had excited the curiosity of his medical 
attendants. Upon his seeming decease, his friends were 
requested to sanction a post-mortem examination, but 
declined to permit it. As often happens, when such 
refusals are made, the practitioners resolved to disinter 
the body and dissect it at leisure, in private. Arrange¬ 
ments were easily effected with some of the-numerous 
corps of body-snatchers with which London abounds; 
and, upon the third night after the funeral, the supposed 
corpse was unearthed from a grave eight feet deep, and 
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deposited in the operating chamber of one of the private 
hospitals. 

An incision of some extent had been actually made in 
the abdomen, when the fresh and undecayed appearance 
of the subject suggested an application of the battery. 
One experiment succeeded another, and the customary 
effects supervened, with nothing to characterize them in 
any respect, except, upon one or two occasions, a more than 
ordinary degree of life-likeness in the convulsive action. 

It grew late. The day was about to dawn ; and it was 
thought expedient, at length, to proceed at once to the 
dissection. A student, however, was especially desirous 
of testing a theory of his own, and insisted upon applying 
the battery to one of the pectoral muscles. A rough gash 
was made, and a wire hastily brought in contact; when 
the patient, with a hurried but quite unconvulsive move¬ 
ment, arose from the table, stepped into the middle of the 
floor, gazed about him uneasily for a few seconds, and 
then—spoke. What he said was unintelligible; but words 
were uttered; the syllabification was distinct. Having 
spoken, he fell heavily to the floor. 

For some moments all were paralyzed with awe—but 
the urgency of the case soon restored them their presence 
of mind. It was seen that Mr. Stapleton was alive, 
although in a swoon. Upon exhibition of ether he 
revived and was rapidly restored to health, and to the 
society of his friends—from whom, however, all knowledge 
of his resuscitation was withheld, until a relapse was no 
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longer to be apprehended. Their wonder—their raptu¬ 
rous astonishment—may be conceived. 

The most thrilling peculiarity of this incident, neverthe- 
less, is involved in what Mr. S. himself asserts. He 

declares that at no period was he altogether insensible_ 

that, dully and confusedly, he was aware of everything 
which happened to him, from the moment in which he 
was pronounced dead by his physicians, to that in which 
he fell swooning to the floor of the hospital. “ I am 
alive, M were the uncomprehended words which, upon 
recognizing the locality of the dissecting-room, he had 
endeavored, in his extremity, to utter. 

It were an easy matter to multiply such histories as 
these—but I forbear—for, indeed, we have no need of 
such to establish the fact that premature interments occur. 
When we reflect how very rarely, from the nature of the 
case, we have it in our power to detect them, we must 
admit that they may frequently occur without our cogni¬ 
zance. Scarcely, in truth, is a graveyard ever encroached 
upon, for any purpose, to any great extent, that skeletons 
are not found in postures which suggest the most fearful 
of suspicions. 

Fearful indeed the suspicion—but more fearful the 
doom ! It may be asserted, without hesitation, that no 
event is so terribly well adapted to inspire the supreme¬ 
ness of bodily and of mental distress, as is burial before 
death. The unendurable oppression of the lungs—the 
stifling fumes of the damp earth—the clinging to the 
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death garments—the rigid embrace of the narrow house— 
the blackness of the absolute Night—the silence like a 
sea that overwhelms—the unseen but palpable presence 
of the Conqueror Worm—these things, with the thoughts 
of the air and grass above, with memory of dear friends 
who would fly to save us if but informed of our fate, and 
with consciousness that of this fate they can never be in¬ 
formed—that our hopeless portion is that of the really 
dead—these considerations, I say, carry into the heart, 
which still palpitates, a degree of appalling and intolerable 
horror from which the most daring imagination must 
recoil. We know of nothing so agonizing upon Earth—we 
can dream of nothing half so hideous in the realms of the 
nethermost Hell. And thus all narratives upon this topic 
have an interest profound; an interest, nevertheless, 
which, through the sacred awe of the topic itself, very 
properly and very peculiarly depends upon our conviction 
of the truth of the matter narrated. What I have now to 
tell is of my own actual knowledge—of my own positive 
and personal experience. 

For several years I had been subject to attacks of the 
singular disorder which physicians have agreed to term 
catalepsy, in default of a more definitive title. Although 
both the immediate and the predisposing causes, and even 
the actual diagnosis, of this disease are still mysterious, its 
obvious and apparent character is sufficiently well under¬ 
stood. Its variations seem to be chiefly of degree. Some¬ 
times the patient lies, for a day only, or even for a shorter 
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period, in a species of exaggerated lethargy. He is sense¬ 
less and externally motionless; but the pulsation of the 
heart is still faintly perceptible; some traces of warmth 
remain ; a slight color lingers within the centre of the 
cheek ; and, upon application of a mirror to the lips, we 
can detect a torpid, unequal, and vacillating action of 
the lungs. Then again the duration of the trance is for 
weeks—even for months ; while the closest scrutiny, and 
the most rigorous medical tests, fail to establish any ma¬ 
terial distinction between the state of the sufferer and 
what we conceive of absolute death. Very usually he is 
saved from premature interment solely by the knowledge 
of his friends that he has been previously subject to cata¬ 
lepsy, by the consequent suspicion excited, and, above 
all, by the non-appearance of decay. The advances of the 
malady are, luckily, gradual. The first manifestations, 
although marked, are unequivocal, The fits grow suc¬ 
cessively more and more distinctive, and endure each for 
a longer term than the preceding. In this lies the prin¬ 
cipal security from inhumation. The unfortunate whose 
first attack should be of the extreme character which is 
occasionally seen, would almost inevitably be consigned 
alive to the tomb. 

My own case differed in no important particular from 
those mentioned in medical books. Sometimes, without 
any apparent cause, I sank, little by little, into a condition 
of semi-syncope, or half swoon ; and, in this condition, 
without pain, without ability to stir, or, strictly speaking, 
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to think, but with a dull lethargic consciousness of life 
and of the presence of those who surrounded my bed, I 
remained, until the crisis of the disease restored me, sud¬ 
denly, to perfect sensation. At other times I was quickly 
and impetuously smitten. I grew sick, and numb, and 
chilly, and dizzy, and so fell prostrate at once. Then, for 
weeks, all was void, and black, and silent, and Nothing 
became the universe. Total annihilation could be no 
more. From these latter attacks I awoke, however, with 
a gradation slow in proportion to the suddenness of the 
seizure. Just as the day dawns to the friendless and 
houseless beggar who roams the streets throughout the 
long desolate winter night—just so tardily—just so wearily 
—just so cheerily came back the light of the Soul to me. 

Apart from the tendency to trance, however, my gen¬ 
eral health appeared to be good ; nor could I perceive 
that it was at all affected by the one prevalent malady— 
unless, indeed, an idiosyncrasy in my ordinary sleep may 
be looked upon as superinduced. Upon awaking from 
slumber, I could never gain, at once, thorough possession 
of my senses, and always remained, for many minutes, in 
much bewilderment and perplexity—the mental faculties 
in general, but the memory in especial, being in a condi¬ 
tion of absolute abeyance. 

In all that I endured there was no physical suffering, 
but of moral distress an infinitude. My fancy grew char¬ 
nel. I talked “of worms, of tombs, and epitaphs/' I was 
lost in reveries of death, and the idea of premature burial 
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held continual possession of my brain. The ghastly Dan¬ 
ger to which I was subjected haunted me day and night. 
In the former, the torture of meditation was excessive • 
in the latter, supreme. When the grim Darkness over¬ 
spread the Earth, then, with every horror of thought, I 
shook—shook as the quivering plumes upon the hearse. 
When Nature could endure wakefulness no longer, it was 
with a struggle that I consented to sleep—for I shuddered 
to reflect that, upon awaking/I might find myself the 
tenant of a grave. And when, finally, I sank into slum¬ 
ber, it was only to rush at once into a world of phantasms, 
above which, with vast, sable, overshadowing wings, hov¬ 
ered, predominant, the one sepulchral Idea. 

From the innumerable images of gloom which thus op¬ 
pressed me in dreams, I select for record but a solitary 
vison. Methought I was immersed in a cataleptic trance 
of more than usual duration and profundity. Suddenly 
there came an icy hand upon my forehead, and an impa¬ 
tient, gibbering voice whispered the word “ Arise! ” with¬ 
in my ear. 

I sat erect. The^darkness was total. I could not see 
the figure of him who had aroused me. I could call to 
mind neither the period at which I had fallen into the 
trance, nor the locality in which I then lay. While I re¬ 
mained motionless, and busied in endeavors to collect my 
thoughts, the cold hand grasped me fiercely by the wrist, 
shaking it petulantly, while the gibbering voice said 
again: 
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“ Arise ! did I not bid thee arise ? ” 

“ And who,” I demanded, “ art thou ? ” 

“I have no name in the regions which I inhabit,” re¬ 
plied the voice, mournfully; a I was mortal, but am fiend. 
I was merciless, but am pitiful. Thou dost feel that I 
shudder. My teeth chatter as I speak, yet it is not with 
the chilliness of the night—of the night without end. 
But this hideousness is insufferable. How canst thou 
tranquilly sleep ? I cannot rest for the cry of these great 
agonies. These sights are more than I can bear. Get 
thee up! Come with me into the outer Night, and let 
me unfold to thee the graves. Is not this a spectacle of 
woe ?—Behold ! ” 

I looked; and the unseen figure, which still grasped me 
by the wrist, had caused to be thrown open the graves of 
all mankind ; and from each issued the faint phosphoric 
radiance of decay; so that I could see into the innermost 
recesses, and there view the shrouded bodies in their sad 
and solemn slumbers with the worm. But alas! the real 
sleepers were fewer, by many millions, than those who slum¬ 
bered not at all; and there was a feeble struggling; and 
there was a general and sad unrest; and from out the 
depths of the countless pits there came a melancholy 
rustling from the garments of the buried. And of those 
who seemed tranquilly to repose, I saw that a vast num¬ 
ber had changed, in a greater or less degree, the rigid and 
uneasy position in which they had originally been en¬ 
tombed. And the voice again said to „me as I gazed : 
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“Is it not—oh ! is it not a pitiful sight ?” But, before 
I could find words to reply, the figure had ceased to grasp 
my wrist, the phosphoric lights expired, and the graves 
were closed with a sudden violence, while from out them 
arose a tumult of despairing cries, saying again: “Is it not 
—O, God ! is it not a very pitiful sight? ” 

Phantasies such as these, presenting themselves at 
night, extended their terrific influence far into my waking 
hours. My nerves became thoroughly unstrung, and I fell 
a prey to perpetual horror. I hesitated to ride, or to walk, 
or to indulge in any exercise that would carry me from 
home. In fact, I no longer dared trust myself out of the 
immediate presence of those who were aware of my prone¬ 
ness to catalepsy, lest, falling into one of my usual fits, I 
should be buried before my real condition could be ascer¬ 
tained. I doubted the care, the fidelity of my dearest 
friends. .1 dreaded that, in some trance of more than 
customary duration, they might be prevailed upon to re¬ 
gard me as irrecoverable. I even went so far as to fear 
that, as I occasioned much trouble, they might be glad to 
consider any very protracted attack as sufficient excuse 
for getting rid of me altogether. It was in vain they en¬ 
deavored to reassure me by the most solemn promises. 
I exacted the most sacred oaths, that under no circum¬ 
stances they would bury me until decomposition had so 
materially advanced as to render further preservation im¬ 
possible. And, even then, my mortal terrors would listen 
to no reason—would accept no consolation. I entered 
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into a series of elaborate precautions. Among other 
things, I had the family vault so remodelled as to admit 
of being readily opened from within. The slightest pres¬ 
sure upon a long lever that extended far into the tomb 
would cause the iron portals to fly back. There were ar¬ 
rangements also for the free admission of air and light, 
and convenient receptacles for food and water, within 
immediate reach of the coffin intended for my reception. 
This coffin was warmly and softly padded, and was pro¬ 
vided with a lid, fashioned upon the principle of the 
vault-door, with the addition of springs so contrived that 
the feeblest movement of the body would be sufficient to 
set it at liberty. Besides all this, there was suspended 
from the roof of the tomb, a large bell, the rope of which, 
it was designed, should extend through a hole in the 
coffin, and so be fastened to one of the hands of the 
corpse. But, alas ! what avails the vigilance against the 
Destiny of man? Not even these well-contrived securi¬ 
ties sufficed to save from the uttermost agonies of living 
inhumation, a wretch to these agonies foredoomed ! 

There arrived an epoch—as often before there had 
arrived—in which I found myself emerging from total un¬ 
consciousness into the first feeble and indefinite sense of 
existence. Slowly—with a tortoise gradation—ap¬ 
proached the faint gray dawn of the psychal day. A 
torpid uneasiness. An apathetic endurance of dull pain. 
No care—no hope—no effort. Then, after a long interval, 
a ringing in the ears; then, after a lapse still longer, 
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a pricking or tingling sensation in the extremities; then a 
seemingly eternal period of pleasurable quiescence, during 
which the awakening feelings are struggling into thought; 
then a brief re-sinking into nonentity; then a sudden 
recovery. At length the slight quivering of an eyelid, 
and immediately thereupon, an electric shock of a terror, 
deadly and indefinite, which sends the blood in torrents 
from the temples to the heart. And now the first positive 
effort to think. And now the first endeavor to remember. 
And now a partial and evanescent success. And now the 
memory has so far regained its dominion, that, in some 
measure, I am cognizant of my state. I feel that I am 
not awaking from ordinary sleep. I recollect that I have 
been subject to catalepsy. And now, at last, as if by 
the rush of an ocean, my shuddering spirit is overwhelmed 
by the one grim Danger—by the one spectral and ever- 
prevalent idea. 

For some minutes after this fancy possessed me, I re¬ 
mained without motion. And why ? I could not sum¬ 
mon courage to move. I dared not make the effort which 
was to satisfy me of my fate—and yet there was some¬ 
thing at my heart which whispered me it was sure . De¬ 
spair—such as no other species of wretchedness ever calls 
into being—despair alone urged me, after long irresolu¬ 
tion, to uplift the heavy lids of my eyes. I uplifted 
them. It was dark—all dark. I knew that the fit was 
over. I knew that the crisis of my disorder had long 
passed. I knew that I had now fully recovered the 
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use of my visual faculties—and yet it was dark—all dark— 
the intense and utter raylessness of the Night that endur- 
eth for evermore. 

I endeavored to shriek; and my lips and my parched 
tongue moved convulsively together in the attempt—but 
no voice issued from the cavernous lungs, which, oppressed 
as if by the weight of some incumbent mountain, gasped 
and palpitated, with the heart, at every elaborate and 
struggling inspiration. 

The movement of the jaws, in this effort to cry aloud, 
showed me that they were bound up, as is usual with the 
dead. I felt, too, that I lay upon some hard substance; 
and by something similar my sides were, also, closely com¬ 
pressed. So far, I had not ventured to stir any of my 
limbs—but now I violently threw up my arms, which had 
been lying at length, with the wrists crossed. They struck 
a solid wooden substance, which extended above my per¬ 
son at an elevation of not more than six inches from 
my face. I could no longer doubt that I reposed within a 
coffin at last. 

And now, amid all my infinite miseries, came sweetly 
the cherub Hope—for I thought of my precautions. I 
writhed, and made spasmodic exertions to force open 
the lid: it would not move. I felt my wrists for the 
bell-rope: it was not to be found. And now the Com¬ 
forter fled for ever, and a still sterner Despair reigned 
triumphant; for I could not help perceiving the absence 
of the paddings which I had so carefully prepared—and 
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then, too, there came suddenly to my nostrils the strong 
peculiar odor of moist earth. The conclusion was irre¬ 
sistible. I was not within the vault. I had fallen into a 
trance while absent from home—while among strangers— 
when, or how, I could not remember—and it was they 
who had buried me as a dog—nailed up in some common 
coffin—and thrust, deep, deep, and for ever, into some 
ordinary and nameless grave. 

As this awful conviction forced itself, thus, into the 
innermost chambers of my soul, I once again struggled to 
cry aloud. And in this second endeavor I succeeded. A 
long, wild, and continuous shriek, or yell, of agony, 
resounded through the realms of the subterranian Night. 

“ Hillo ! hillo, there! ” said a gruff voice, in reply. 

“ What the devil ’s the matter now! ” said a second. 

“ Get out o’ that! ” said a third. 

“What do you mean by yowling in that ere kind of 
style, like a cattymount?” said a fourth; and hereupon I 
was seized and shaken without ceremony, for several 
minutes, by a junto of very rough-looking individuals. 
They did not arouse me from my slumber—for I was 
wide-awake when I screamed—but they restored me to 
the full possession of my memory. 

This adventure occurred near Richmond, in Virginia. 
Accompanied by a friend, I had proceeded, upon a gun¬ 
ning expedition, some miles down the banks of the James 
River. Night approached, and we were overtaken by a 
storm. The cabin of a small sloop lying at anchor in the 
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stream, and laden with garden mould, afforded us the 
only available shelter. We made the best of it, and 
passed the night on board. I slept in one of the only 
two berths in the vessel—and the berths of a sloop of 
sixty or seventy tons need scarcely be described. That 
which I occupied had no bedding of any kind. Its ex¬ 
treme width was eighteen inches. The distance of its 
bottom from the deck overhead was precisely the same. 
I found it a matter of exceeding difficulty to squeeze my¬ 
self in. Nevertheless, I slept soundly; and the whole of 
my vision—for it was no dream, and no nightmare—arose 
naturally from the circumstances of my position—from 
my ordinary bias of thought—and from the difficulty, to 
which I have alluded, of collecting my senses, and espe¬ 
cially of regaining my memory, for a long time after 
awaking from slumber. The men who shook me were 
the crew of the sloop, and some laborers engaged to 
unload it. From the load itself came the earthy smell. 
The bandage about the jaws was a silk handkerchief in 
which I had bound up my head, in default of my custom¬ 
ary nightcap. 

The tortures endured, however, were indubitably quite 
equal, for the time, to those of actual sepulture. They 
were fearfully—they were inconceivably hideous; but out 
of Evil proceeded Good ; for their very excess wrought in 
my spirit an inevitable revulsion. My soul acquired tone 
—acquired temper. I went abroad. I took vigorous exer¬ 
cise, I breathed the free air of Heaven. I thought upon 
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other subjects than Death. I discarded my medical 
books. “ Buchan ” I burned. I read no “ Night 
Thoughts 99 —no fustian about church-yards—no bugaboo 
tales —such as this . In short I became a new man, and 
lived a man’s life. From that memorable night, I dis¬ 
missed forever my charnel apprehensions, and with them 
vanished the cataleptic disorder, of which, perhaps, they 
had been less the consequence than the cause. 

There are moments when, even to the sober eye of 
Reason, the world of our sad Humanity may assume the 
semblance of a Hell—but the imagination of man is no 
Carathis, to explore with impunity its every cavern. 
Alas! the grim legion of sepulchral terrors cannot be 
regarded as altogether fanciful—but, like the Demons in 
whose company Afrasiab made his voyage down the 
Oxus, they must sleep, or they will devour us—they 
must be suffered to slumber, or we perish. 
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T HE “ Red Death ” had long devastated the country. 

No pestilence had ever been so fatal, or so hide¬ 
ous. Blood was its Avatar and its seal—the redness and 
the horror of blood. There were sharp pains, and sudden 
dizziness, and then profuse bleeding at the pores, with 
dissolution. The scarlet stains upon the body and 
especially upon the face of the victim, were the pest ban 
which shut him out from the aid and from the sympathy 
of his fellow-men. And the whole seizure, progress, and 
termination of the disease, were the incidents of half an 
hour. 

But the Prince Prospero was happy and dauntless and 
sagacious. When his dominions were half depopulated, 
he summoned to his presence a thousand hale and light¬ 
hearted friends from among the knights and dames of his 
court, and with these retired to the deep seclusion of one 
of his castellated abbeys. This was an extensive and 
magnificent structure, the creation of the prince’s own 
eccentric yet august taste. A strong and lofty wall girdled 
it in. This wall had gates of iron. The courtiers, having 
• 506 
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entered, brought furnaces and massy hammers and welded 
the bolts. They resolved to leave means neither of 
ingress nor egress to the sudden impulses of despair or of 
frenzy from within. The abbey was amply provisioned. 
With such precautions the courtiers might bid defiance to 
contagion. The external world could take care of itself. 
In the meantime it was folly to grieve, or to think. The 
prince had provided all the appliances of pleasure. There 
were buffoons, there were improvisatori, there were ballet- 
dancers, there were musicians, there was Beauty, there 
was wine. All these and security were within. Without 
was the “ Red Death.” 

It was toward the. close of the fifth or sixth month of 
his seclusion, and while the pestilence raged most furi¬ 
ously abroad, that the Prince Prospero entertained his 
thousand friends at a masked ball of the most unusual mag¬ 
nificence. 

It was a voluptuous scene, that masquerade. But first 
let me tell of the rooms in which it was held. There were 
seven—an imperial suite. In many palaces, however, such 
suites form a long and straight vista, while the folding 
doors slide back nearly to the walls on either hand, so 
that the view of the whole extent is scarcely impeded. 
Here the case was very different; as might have been ex¬ 
pected from the duke’s love of the bizarre. The apart¬ 
ments were so irregularly disposed that the vision embraced 
but little more than one at a time. There was a sharp 
turn at every twenty or thirty yards, and at each turn a 
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novel effect. To the right and left, in the middle of each 
wall, a tall and narrow Gothic window looked out upon a 
closed corridor which pursued the windings of the suite. 
These windows were of stained glass whose color varied 
in accordance with the prevailing hue of the decorations 
of the chamber into which it opened. That at the eastern 
extremity was hung, for example in blue—and vividly 
blue were its windows. The second chamber was purple 
in its ornaments and tapestries, and here the panes were 
purple. The third was green throughout, and so were 
the casements. The fourth was furnished and lighted 
with orange—the fifth with white—the sixth with violet. 
The seventh apartment was closely shrouded in black 
velvet tapestries that hung all over the ceiling and down 
the walls, falling in heavy folds upon a carpet of the same 
material and hue. But in this chamber only, the color of 
the windows failed to correspond with the decorations. 
The panes here were scarlet—a deep blood color. Now 
in no one of the seven apartments was there any lamp or 
candelabrum, amid the profusion of golden ornaments 
that lay scattered to and fro or depended from the roof. 
There was no light of any kind emanating from lamp or 
candle within the suite of chambers. But in the corridors 
that followed the suite, there stood, opposite to each 
window, a heavy tripod, bearing a brazier of fire, that 
projected its rays through the tinted glass and so glaringly 
illumined the room. And thus were produced a multitude 
of gaudy and fantastic appearances. But in the western 
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or black chamber the effect of the fire-light that streamed 
upon the dark hangings through the blood-tinted panes 
was ghastly in the extreme, and produced so wild a look 
upon the countenances of those who entered, that there 
were few of the company bold enough to set foot within 
its precincts at all. 

It was in this apartment, also, that there stood against 
the western wall, a gigantic clack of ebony. Its pendu¬ 
lum swung to and fro with a dull, heavy, monotonous 
clang; and when the minute-hand made the circuit of the 
face, and the hour was to be stricken, there came from 
the brazen lungs of the clock a sound which was clear and 
loud and deep and exceedingly musical, but of so peculiar 
a note and emphasis that, at each lapse of an hour, the 
musicians of the orchestra were constrained to pause, 
momentarily, in their performance, to hearken to the 
sound ; and thus the waltzers perforce ceased their evolu¬ 
tions ; and there was a brief disconcert of the whole gay 
company; and, while the chimes of the clock yet rang, it 
was observed that the giddiest grew pale, and the more 
aged and sedate passed their hands over their brows as if 
in confused revery or meditation. But when the echoes 
had fully ceased, a light laughter at once pervaded the 
assembly; the musicians looked at each other and smiled 
as if at their own nervousness and folly, and made whis¬ 
pering vows, each to the other, that the next chiming of 
the clock should produce in them no similar emotion; 
and then, after the lapse of sixty minutes (which embrace 




5io 


THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH . 


three thousand and six hundred seconds of the Time that 
flies), there came yet another chiming of the clock, and 
then were the same disconcert and tremulousness and 
meditation as before. 

But, in spite of these things, it was a gay and magnifi¬ 
cent revel. The tastes of the duke were peculiar. He 
had a fine eye for colors and effects. He disregarded the 
decora of mere fashion. His plans were bold and fiery, 
and his conceptions glowed with barbaric lustre. There 
are some who would have thought him mad. His fol¬ 
lowers felt that he was not. It was necessary to hear and 
see and touch him to be sure that he was not. 

He had directed, in great part, the movable embellish¬ 
ments of the seven chambers, upon occasion of this great 
fete; and it was his own guiding taste which had given 
character to the masqueraders. Be sure they were gro¬ 
tesque. There were much glare and glitter and piquancy 
and phantasm—much of what has been since seen in 
“ Hernani.” There were arabesque figures with unsuited 
limbs and appointments. There were delirious fancies 
such as the madman fashions. There were much of the 
beautiful, much of the wanton, much of the bizarre, some¬ 
thing of the terrible, and not a little of that which might' 
have excited disgust. To and fro in the seven chambers 
there stalked, in fact, a multitude of dreams. And these 
—the dreams—writhed in and about, taking hue from the 
rooms, and causing the wild music of the orchestra to 
seem as the echo of their steps. And, anon, there strikes 
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the ebony clock which stands in the hall of the velvet. 
And then, for a moment, all is still, and all is silent save 
the voice of the clock. The dreams are stiff-frozen as 
they stand. But the echoes of the chime die away—they 
have endured but an instant—and a light, half-subdued 
laughter floats after them as they depart. And now again 
the music swells, and the dreams live, and writhe to and 
fro more merrily than ever, taking hue from the many- 
tinted windows through which stream the rays from the 
tripods. But to the chamber which lies most westwardly 
of the seven there are now none of the maskers who ven¬ 
ture ; for the night is waning away; and there flows a 
ruddier light through the blood-colored panes; and the 
blackness of the sable drapery appals; and to him whose 
foot falls upon the sable carpet, there comes from the near 
clock of ebony a muffled peal more solemnly emphatic 
than any which reaches their ears who indulge in the 
more remote gaieties of the other apartments. 

But these other apartments were densely crowded, and 
in them beat feverishly the heart of life. And the revel 
went whirlingly on, until at length there commenced the 
sounding of midnight upon the clock. And then the 
music ceased, as I have told; and the evolutions of the 
waltzers were quieted; and there was an uneasy cessation of 
all things as before. But now there were twelve strokes 
to be sounded by the bell of the clock; and thus it hap¬ 
pened, perhaps that more of thought crept, with more of 
time, into the meditations of the thoughtful among those 
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who revelled. And thus too, it happened, perhaps, that 
before the last echoes of the last chime had utterly sunk 
into silence, there were many individuals in the crowd 
who had found leisure to become aware of the presence 
of a masked figure which had arrested the attention of no 
single individual before. And the rumor of this new 
presence having spread itself whisperingly around, there 
arose at length from the whole company a buzz, or mur¬ 
mur, expressive of disapprobation and surprise—then, 
finally, of terror, of horror, and of disgust. 

In an assembly of phantasms such as I have painted, it 
may well be supposed that no ordinary appearance could 
have excited such sensation. In truth the masquerade 
license of the night was nearly unlimited; but the figure 
in question had out-Heroded Herod, and gone beyond 
the bounds of even the prince's indefinite decorum. There 
are chords in the hearts of the most reckless which cannot 
be touched without emotion. Even with the utterly lost, 
to whom life and death are equally jests, there are matters 
of which no jest can be made. The whole company, 
indeed, seemed now deeply to feel that in the costume 
and bearing of the stranger neither wit nor propriety 
existed. The figure was tall and gaunt, and shrouded 
from head to foot in the habiliments of the grave. The 
mask which concealed the visage was made so nearly to 
resemble the countenance of a stiffened corpse that the 
closest scrutiny must have had dffficulty in detecting the 
cheat. And yet all this might have been endured, if not 
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approved, by the mad revellers around. But the mum¬ 
mer had gone so far as to assume the type of the Red 
Death. His vesture was dabbled in blood —and his broad 
brow, with all the features of the face, was besprinkled 
with the scarlet horror. 

When the eyes of Prince Prospero fell upon this spec- 
tral image (which, with a slow and solemn movement, as 
if more fully to sustain its role, stalked to and fro among 
the waltzers) he was seen to be convulsed, in the first 
moment with a strong shudder either of terror or distaste; 
but, in the next, his brow reddened with rage. 

“ Who dares ”—he demanded hoarsely of the courtiers 
who stood near him—“who dares insult us with this 
blasphemous mockery? Seize him and unmask him— 
that we may know whom we have to hang, at sunrise, from 
the battlements!” 

It was in the eastern or blue chamber in which stood 
the Prince Prospero as he uttered these words. They 
rang throughout the seven rooms loudly and clearly, for 
the prince was a bold and robust man, and the music had 
become hushed at the waving of his hand. 

It was in the blue room where stood the prince, with a 
group of pale courtiers by his side. At first, as he spoke, 
there was a slight rushing movement of this group in the 
direction of the intruder, who, at the moment was also 
near at hand, and now, with deliberate and stately step, 
made closer approach to the speaker. But from a certain 
nameless awe with which the mad assumptions of the 
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mummer had inspired the whole party, there were found 
none who put forth hand to seize him; so that, unim¬ 
peded, he passed within a yard of the prince’s person; 
and, while the vast assembly, as if with one impulse, 
shrank from the centres of the rooms to the walls, he 
made his way uninterruptedly, but with the same solemn 
and measured step which had distinguished him from the 
first, through the blue chamber to the purple—through 
the purple to the green—through the green to the orange 
—through this again to the white—and even thence to 
the violet, ere a decided movement had been made to 
arrest him. It was then, however, that the Prince Pros- 
pero, maddening with rage and the shame of his own 
momentary cowardice, rushed hurriedly through the six 
chambers, while none followed him on account of a deadly 
terror that had seized upon all. He bore aloft a drawn 
dagger, and had approached, in rapid impetuosity, to 
within three or four feet of the retreating figure, when the 
latter, having attained the extremity of the velvet apart¬ 
ment, turned suddenly and confronted his pursuer. There 
was a sharp cry—and the dagger dropped gleaming upon 
the sable carpet, upon which, instantly afterward, fell 
prostrate in death the Prince Prospero. Then, summon¬ 
ing the wild courage of despair, a throng of the revellers 
at once threw themselves into the black apartment, and, 
seizing the mummer, whose tall figure stood erect and 
motionless within the shadow of the ebony clock, gasped 
in unutterable horror at finding the grave cerements and 
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corpse-like mask, which they handled with so violent a 
rudeness, untenanted by any tangible form. 

And now was acknowledged the presence of the Red 
Death. He had come like a thief in the night. And one 
by one dropped the revellers in the blood-bedewed halls 
of their revel, and died each in the despairing posture of 
his fall. And the life of the ebony clock went out with 
that of the last of the gay. And the flames of the tripods 
expired. And Darkness and Decay and the Red Death 
held illimitable dominion over all. 
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HE thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne 


X as I best could; but when he ventured upon 
insult, I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the 
nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, that I gave 
utterance to a threat. At length I would be avenged ; this 
was a point definitively settled—but the very definitive¬ 
ness with which it was resolved, precluded the idea of risk. 
I must not only punish, but punish with impunity. A 
wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes its re¬ 
dresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails 
to make himself felt as such to him who has done the 


wrong. 


It must be understood, that neither by word nor deed 
had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my good-will. I 
continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he 
did not perceive that my smile now was at the thought of 
his immolation. 

He had a weak point—this Fortunato—although in 
other regards he was a man to be respected and even 
feared. He prided himself on his connoisseurship in wine. 
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Few Italians have the true virtuoso spirit. For the most 
part their enthusiasm is adopted to suit the time and op¬ 
portunity—to practise imposture upon the British and 
Austrian millionnaires. In painting and gemmary Fortu- 
nato, like his countrymen, was a quack—but in the matter 
of old wines he was sincere. In this respect I did not 
differ from him materially: I was skilful in the Italian 
vintages myself, and bought largely whenever I could. 

It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme 
madness of the carnival season, that I encountered my 
friend. He accosted me with excessive warmth, for he 
had been drinking much. The man wore motley. He 
had on a tight-fitting parti-striped dress, and his head was 
surmounted by the conical cap and bells. I was so 
pleased to see him, that I thought I should never have 
done wringing his hand. 

I said to him : “ My dear Fortunato, you are luckily 
met. How remarkably well you are looking to-day ! 
But I have received a pipe of what passes for Amontil¬ 
lado, and I have my doubts.” 

^ How ? ” said he. “ Amontillado ? A pipe ? Impos¬ 
sible ! And in the middle of the carnival!'” 

“I have my doubts,” I replied; “and I was silly 
enough to pay the full Amontillado price without consult¬ 
ing you in the matter. You were not to be found, and I 
was fearful of losing a bargain.” 

“ Amontillado! ” 


“ I have my doubts.” 
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“ Amontillado! ” 

“ And I must satisfy them.’* 

! ” 

ngaged, I am on my way to Luchesi. If 
any one has a critical turn, it is he. He will tell me-” 

“ Luchesi cannot tell Amontillado from Sherry.” 

“ And yet some fools will have it that his taste is a 
match for your own.” 

“ Come, let us go.” 

“ Whither?” 

“ To your vaults.” 

“ My friend, no; I will not impose upon your 
good nature. I perceive you have an engagement 
Luchesi-” 

“ I have no engagement;—come.” 

“ My friend, no. It is not the engagement, but the 
severe cold with which I perceive you are afflicted. The 
vaults are insufferably damp. They are encrusted with 
nitre.” 

“ Let us go, nevertheless. The cold is merely nothing. 
Amontillado ! You have been imposed upon. And as 
for Luchesi, he cannot distinguish Sherry from Amon¬ 
tillado.” 

Thus speaking, Fortunato possessed himself of my arm. 
Putting on a mask of black silk, and drawing a roquelaire 
closely about my person, I suffered him to hurry me to 
my palazzo. 

There were no attendants at home; they had absconded 


^Vmontillado 
“ As you are e 
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to make merry in honor of the time. I had told them 
that I should not return until the morning, and had given 
them explicit orders not to stir from the house. These 
orders were sufficient, I well knew, to insure their im¬ 
mediate disappearance, one and all, as soon as my back 
was turned. 

I took from their sconces two flambeaux, and giving 
one to Fortunato, bowed him through several suites of 
rooms to the archway that led into the vaults. I passed 
down a long and winding staircase, requesting him to be 
cautious as he followed. We came at length to the foot 
of the descent, and stood together on the damp ground 
of the catacombs of the Montresors. 

The gait of my friend was unsteady, and the bells upon 
his cap jingled as he strode. 

“ The pipe ? ” said he. 

“ It is farther on,” said I; “ but observe the white web- 
work which gleams from these cavern walls.” 

He turned toward me, and looked into my eyes with 
two filmy orbs that distilled the rheum of intoxication. 

“ Nitre ? ” he asked, at length. 

“ Nitre,” I replied. “ How long have you had that 
cough ? ” 

“ Ugh ! ugh ! ugh !—ugh ! ugh ! ugh !—ugh ! ugh ! ugh! 
—ugh ! ugh ! ugh!—ugh ! ugh ! ugh ! ” 

My poor friend found it impossible to reply for many 
minutes. 

“ It is nothing,” he said, at last. 
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“ Come/’ I said, with decision, “ we will go back; your 
health is precious. You are rich, respected, admired, 
beloved ; you are happy, as once I was. You are a man 
to be missed. For me it is no matter. We will go back ; 
you will be ill, and I cannot be responsible. Besides, 
there is Luchesi-” 

“ Enough/’ he said ; “ the cough is a mere nothing ; it 
will not kill me. I shall not die of a cough.” 

“ True—true,” I replied ; “ and, indeed, I had no inten¬ 
tion of alarming you unnecessarily; but you should use 
all proper caution. A draught of this Medoc will defend 
us from the damps.” 

Here I knocked off the neck of a bottle which I drew 
from a long row of its fellows that lay upon the mould. 

“ Drink,” I said, presenting him the wine. 

He raised it to his lips with a leer. He paused and 
nodded to me familiarly, while his bdlsjiagled. 

“ I drink,” he said, “to the buried that repose around 
us.” 

“ And I to your long life.” 

He again took my arm, and we proceeded. 

“These vaults,” he said, “ are extensive.” 

“ The Montresors,” I replied, “ were a great and nu¬ 
merous family.” 

“ I forget your arms.” 

“A huge human foot d’ or, in a field azure; the foot 
crushes a serpent rampant whose fangs are imbedded in 
the heel.” 
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“ And the motto ? ” 

“ Nemo me impune lacessit .” 

“ Good ! ” he said. 

The wine sparkled in his eyes and the bells jingled. 
My own fancy grew warm with the Medoc. We had 
passed through walls of piled bones, with casks and 
puncheons intermingling, into the inmost recesses of the 
catacombs. I paused again, and this time I made bold to 
seize Fortunato by an arm above the elbow. 

“ The nitre ! ” I said ; “ see, it increases. It hangs like 
moss upon the vaults. We are below the river’s bed. 
The drops of moisture trickle among the bones. Come, 
we will go back ere it is too late. Your cough-” 

“ It is nothing,” he said ; “ let us go on. But first, an¬ 
other draught of the Medoc.” 

I broke and reached him a flagon of De Grave. He 
emptied it at a breath. His eyes flashed with a fierce 
light. He laughed and threw the bottle upward with a 
gesticulation I did not understand. 

I looked at him in surprise. He repeated the move¬ 
ment—a grotesque one. 

“ You do not comprehend ? ” he said. 

“ Not I,” I replied. 

“ Then you are not of the brotherhood.” 

“How?” 

“ You are not of the masons.” 

“ Yes, yes,” I said ; “yes, yes.” 

“You? Impossible! A mason?” 
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“ A mason,” I replied. 

“ A sign/’ he said. 

“ It is this,” I answered, producing a trowel from 
beneath the folds of my roquelaire. 

“ You jest/* he exclaimed, recoiling a few paces. “ But 
let us proceed to the Amontillado .’ 1 

“ Be it so,” I said, replacing the tool beneath the 
cloak, and again offering him my arm. He leaned upon 
it heavily. We continued our route in search of the 
Amontillado. We passed through a range of low arches, 
descended, passed on, and descending again, arrived at a 
deep crypt, in which the foulness of the air caused our 
flambeaux rather to glow than flame. 

At the most remote end of the crypt there appeared an¬ 
other less spacious. Its walls had been lined with human 
remains, piled to the vault overhead, in the fashion of 
the great catacombs of Paris. Three sides of this interior 
crypt were still ornamented in this manner. From the 
fourth the bones had been thrown down, and lay promis¬ 
cuously upon the earth, forming at one point a mound of 
some size. Within the wall thus exposed by the dis¬ 
placing of the bones, we perceived a still interior recess, 
in depth about four feet, in width three, in height six 
or seven. It seemed to have been constructed for no 
especial use within itself, but formed merely the interval 
between two of the colossal supports of the roof of 
the catacombs, and was backed by one of their circum¬ 
scribing walls of solid granite. 
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It was in vain that Fortunato, uplifting his dull torch, 
endeavored to pry into the depth of the recess. Its 
termination the feeble light did not enable us to see. 

“Proceed,” I said; “herein is the Amontillado. As 
for Luchesi-” 

“ He is an ignoramus,” interrupted my friend, as he 
stepped unsteadily forward, while I followed immediately 
at his heels. In an instant he had reached the extremity 
of the niche, and finding his progress arrested by the 
rock, stood stupidly bewildered. A moment more and I 
had fettered him to the granite. In its surface were two 
iron staples, distant from each other about two feet, 
horizontally. From one of these depended a short chain, 
from the other a padlock. Throwing the links about his 
waist, it was but the work of a few seconds to secure 
it. He was too much astounded to resist. Withdrawing 
the key I stepped back from the recess. 

“ Pass your hand,” I said, “ over the wall; you cannot 
help feeling the nitre. Indeed it is very damp. Once 
more let me implore you to return. No? Then I must 
positively leave you. But I must first render you all the 
little attentions in my power.” 

“ The Amontillado ! ” ejaculated my friend, not yet re¬ 
covered from his astonishment. 

“ True,” I replied ; “ the Amontillado.” 

As I said these words I busied myself among the pile 
of bones of which I have before spoken. Throwing them 
aside, I soon uncovered a quantity of building stone and 
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mortar. With these materials and with the aid of my 
trowel, I began vigorously to wall up the entrance of the 
niche. 

I had scarcely laid the first tier of the masonry when I 
discovered that the intoxication of Fortunato had in a 
great measure worn off. The earliest indication I had of 
this was a low moaning cry from the depth of the recess. 
It was not the cry of a drunken man. There was then a 
long and obstinate silence. I laid the second tier, and 
the third, and the fourth ; and then I heard the furious 
vibrations of the chain. The noise lasted for several 
minutes, during which, that I might hearken to it with 
the more satisfaction, I ceased my labors and sat down 
upon the bones. When at last the clanking subsided, I 
resumed the trowel, and finished without interruption the 
fifth, the sixth, and the seventh tier. The wall was now 
nearly upon a level with my breast. I again paused, and 
holding the flambeaux over the mason-work, threw a few 
feeble rays upon the figure within. 

A succession of loud and shrill screams, bursting sud¬ 
denly from the throat of the chained form, seemed to 
thrust me violently back. For a brief moment I hesi¬ 
tated—I trembled. Unsheathing my rapier, I began to 
grope with it about the recess ; but the thought of an 
instant reassured me. I placed my hand upon the solid 
fabric of the catacombs, and felt satisfied. I reapproached 
the wall. I replied to the yells of him who clamored. I 
re-echoed—I aided—I surpassed them in volume and 
in strength. I did this, and the clamorer grew still. 
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It was now midnight, and my task was drawing to a 
close. I had completed the eighth, the ninth, and the 
tenth tier. I had finished a portion of the last and the 
eleventh ; there remained but a single stone to be fitted 
and plastered in. I struggled with its weight; I placed it 
partially in its destined position. But now there came 
from out the niche a low laugh that erected the hairs 
upon my head. It was succeeded by a sad voice, which 
I had difficulty in recognizing as that of the noble For- 
tunato. The voice said— 

“ Ha ! ha! ha !—he ! he !—a very good joke indeed— 
an excellent jest. We will have many a rich laugh about 
it at the palazzo—he ! he ! he !—over our wine—he ! he ! 
he!” 

“ The Amontillado ! ” I said. 

“ He ! he ! he !—he ! he ! he !—yes, the Amontillado. 
But is it not getting late ? Will not they be awaiting us 
at the palazzo, the Lady Fortunato and the rest? Let 
us be gone.” 

“ Yes,” I said, “ let us be gone.” 

“ For the love of God, Montresor ! ” 

“ Yes,” I said, “ for the love of God ! ” 

But to these words I hearkened in vain for a reply. I 
grew impatient. I called aloud ; 

“ Fortunato ! ” 

No answer. I called again ; 

“ Fortunato ! ” 

No answer still. I thrust a torch through the remain- 
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ing aperture and let it fall within. There came forth in 
return only a jingling of the bells. My heart grew sick— 
on account of the dampness of the catacombs. I hastened 
to make an end of my labor. I forced the last stone into 
its position ; I plastered it up. Against the new masonry 
I re-erected the old rampart of bones. For the half of 
a century no mortal has disturbed them. In pace re - 
quiescat / 









THE IMP OF THE PERVERSE. 


I N the consideration of the faculties and impulses—of 
the prima mobilia of the human soul, the phrenolo¬ 
gists have failed to make room for a propensity which, 
although obviously existing as a radical, primitive, irre¬ 
ducible sentiment, has been equally overlooked by all the 
moralists who have preceded them. In the pure arro¬ 
gance of the reason, we have all overlooked it. We have 
suffered its existence to escape our senses, solely through 
want of belief—of faith ;—whether it be faith in Revela¬ 
tion, or faith in the Kabbala. The idea of it has never oc¬ 
curred to us, simply because of its supererogation. We saw 
no need of the impulse—for the propensity. We could not 
perceive its necessity. We could not understand, that is 
to say, we could not have understood, had the notion of 
this primum mobile ever obtruded itself;—we could not 
have understood in what manner it might be made to 
further the objects of humanity, either temporal or eter¬ 
nal. It cannot be denied that phrenology and, in great 
measure, all metaphysicianism have been concocted a 
priori . The intellectual or logical man, rather than the 
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understanding or observant man, set himself to imagine 
designs—to dictate purposes to God. Having thus 
fathomed, to his satisfaction, the intentions of Jehovah, 
out of these intentions he built his innumerable systems 
of mind. In the matter of phrenology, for example, we 
first determined, naturally enough, that it was the design 
of the Deity that man should eat. We then assigned to 
man an organ of alimentiveness, and this organ is the 
scourge with which the Deity compels man, will-I nill-I, 
into eating. Secondly, having settled it to be God’s will 
that man should continue his species, we discovered an 
organ of amativeness, forthwith. And so with combative¬ 
ness, with ideality, with causality, with constructiveness, 
—so, in short, with every organ, whether representing a 
propensity, a moral sentiment, or a faculty of the pure 
intellect. And in these arrangements of the principici of 
human action, the Spurzheimites, whether right or wrong, 
in part, or upon the whole, have but followed, in princi¬ 
ple, the footsteps of their predecessors; deducing and 
establishing every thing from the preconceived destiny of 
man, and upon the ground of the objects of his Creator. 

It would have been wiser, it would have been safer, to 
classify (if classify we must) upon the basis of what man 
usually or occasionally did, and was always occasionally 
doing, rather than upon the basis of what we took it for 
granted the Deity intended him to do. If we cannot 
comprehend God in his visible works, how then in his 
inconceivable thoughts, that call the works into being ? 
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If we cannot understand him in his objective creatures, 
how then in his substantive moods and phases of 
creation ? 

Induction, a posteriori, would have brought phrenology 
to admit, as an innate and primitive principle of human 
action, a paradoxical something, which we may call per. 
verseness , for want of a more characteristic term. In the 
sense I intend, it is, in fact, a mobile without motive, a 
motive not motivirt . Through its promptings we act 
without comprehensible object; or, if this shall be under- 
stood as a contradiction in terms, we may so far modify 
the proposition as to say, that through its promptings we 
act, for the reason that we should not . In theory, no 
reason can be more unreasonable; but, in fact, there is 
none more strong. With certain minds, under certain 
conditions, it becomes absolutely irresistible. I am not 
more certain that I breathe, than that the assurance of 
the wrong or error of any action is often the one un¬ 
conquerable force which impels us, and alone impels us 
to its prosecution. Nor will this overwhelming tendency 
to do wrong for the wrong's sake, admit of analysis, or 
resolution into ulterior elements. It is a radical, a primi¬ 
tive impulse—elementary. It will be said, I am aware, 
that when we persist in acts because we feel we 
should not persist in them, our conduct is but a modifica¬ 
tion of that which ordinarily springs from the combative - 
ness of phrenology. But a glance will show the fallacy of 
this idea. The phrenological combativeness has for its 
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essence, the necessity of self-defence. It is our safeguard 
against injury. Its principle regards our well-being ; and 
thus the desire to be well is excited simultaneously with 
its development. It follows, that the desire to be well 
must be excited simultaneously with any principle which 
shall be merely a modification of combativeness, but in 
the case of that something which I term perverseness , the 
desire to be well is not only not aroused, but a strongly 
antagonistical sentiment exists. 

An appeal to one's own heart is, after all, the best reply 
to the sophistry just noticed. No one who trustingly con¬ 
sults and thoroughly questions his own soul, will be dis¬ 
posed to deny the entire radicalness of the propensity in 
question. It is not more incomprehensible than distinc¬ 
tive. There lives no man who at some period has not 
been tormented, for example, by an earnest desire to tan¬ 
talize a listener by circumlocution. The speaker is aware 
that he displeases ; he has every intention to please ; he is 
usually curt, precise, and clear; the most laconic and 
luminous language is struggling for utterance upon his 
tongue; it is only with difficulty that he restrains himself 
from giving it flow ; he dreads and deprecates the anger 
of him whom he addresses ; yet, the thought strikes him, 
that by certain involutions and parentheses this anger may 
be engendered. That single thought is enough. The im¬ 
pulse increases to a wish, the wish to a desire, the desire to 
an uncontrollable longing, and the longing (to the deep 
regret and mortification of the speaker, and in defiance of 
all consequences) is indulged. 
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the imp of the perverse. 

We have a task before us which must be speedily per¬ 
formed. We know that, it will be ruinous to make delay 
The most important crisis of our life calls, trumpet- 
tongued, for immediate energy and action. We glow, we 
are consumed with eagerness to commence the work, with 
the anticipation of whose glorious result ou-whole souls 
are on fire.. It must, it shall be undertaken to-day, and 
yet we put it off until to-morrow ; and why? There is no 
answer, except that we feel perverse , using the word with 
no comprehension of the principle. To-morrow arrives, and 
with it a more impatient anxiety to do our duty, but with 
this very increase of anxiety arrives, also, a nameless, a 
positively fearful, because unfathomable, craving for delay. 
This craving gathers strength as the moments fly. The 
last hour for action is at hand. We tremble with the 
violence of the conflict within us,—of the definite with the 
indefinite—of the substance with the shadow. But, if the 
contest have proceeded thus far, it is the shadow which 
prevails,—we struggle in vain. The clock strikes, and is 
the knell of our welfare. At the same time, it is the 
chanticleer-note to the ghost that has so long overawed us. 
It flies—it disappears—we are free. The old energy re¬ 
turns. We will labor now. Alas, it is too late / 

We stand upon the brink of a precipice. We peer into 
the abyss—we grow sick and dizzy. Our first impulse is 
to shrink from the danger. Unaccountably we remain. 
By slow degrees our sickness and dizziness and horror 
become merged in a cloud of unnamable feeling. By 
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gradations, still more imperceptible, this cloud assumes 
shape, as did the vapor from the bottle out of which arose 
the genius in the Arabian Nights. But out of this our 
cloud upon the precipice’s edge, there grows into palpa¬ 
bility, a shape, far more terrible than any genius or any 
demon of a tale, and yet it is but a thought, although a 
fearful one, and one which chills the very marrow of our 
bones with the fierceness of the delight of its horror. It 
is merely the idea of what would be our sensations during 
the sweeping precipitancy of a fall from such a height. 
And this fall—this rushing annihilation—for the very 
reason that it involves that one most ghastly and loath¬ 
some of all the most ghastly and loathsome images 
of death and suffering which have ever presented 
themselves to our imagination—for this very cause do 
we now the most vividly desire it. And because our rea¬ 
son violently deters us from the brink, therefore do we 
the most impetuously approach it. There is no passion 
in nature so demoniacally impatient, as that of him who, 
shuddering upon the edge of a precipice, thus meditates a 
plunge. To indulge, for*a moment, in any attempt at 
thought , is to be inevitably lost; for reflection but urges 
us to forbear, and therefore it is, I say, that we cannot. If 
there be no friendly arm to check us, or if we fail in a 
sudden effort to prostrate ourselves backward from the 
abyss, we plunge, and are destroyed. 

Examine these and similar actions as we will, we shall 
find them resulting solely from the spirit of the Perverse. 
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We perpetrate them merely because we feel that we 
should not. Beyond or behind this there is no intelligi¬ 
ble principle; and we might, indeed, deem this perverse¬ 
ness a direct instigation of the arch-fiend, were it not 
occasionally known to operate in furtherance of good. 

I have said thus much, that in some measure I may 
answer your question—that I may explain to you why I 
am here that I may assign to you something that shall 
have at least the faint aspect of a cause for my wearing 
these fetters, and for my tenanting this cell of the con¬ 
demned. Had I not been thus prolix, you might either 
have misunderstood me altogether, or, with the rabble, 
have fancied me mad. As it is, you will easily perceive 
that I am one of the many uncounted victims of the Imp 
of the Perverse. 

It is impossible that any deed could have been wrought 
with a more thorough deliberation. For weeks, for 
months, I pondered upon the means of the murder. I 
rejected a thousand schemes, because their accomplish¬ 
ment involved a chance of detection. At length, in read¬ 
ing some French memoirs, I found an account of a nearly 
fatal illness that occurred to Madame Pilau, through the 
agency of a candle accidentally poisoned. The idea 
struck my fancy at once. I knew my victim’s habit of 
reading in bed. I knew, too, that his apartment was 
• narrow and ill-ventilated. But I need not vex you with 
impertinent details. I need not describe the easy artifices 
by which I substituted, in his bed-room candle-stand, a 
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wax-light of my own making for the one which I there 
found. The next morning he was discovered dead in his 
bed, and the coroner’s verdict was—“ Death by the visi¬ 
tation of God.” 

Having inherited his estate, all went well with me for 
years. The idea of detection never once entered my brain. 
Of the remains of the fatal taper I had myself carefully 
disposed. I had left no shadow of a clew by which it 
would be possible to convict, or even to suspect, me of 
the crime. It is inconceivable how rich a sentiment of 
satisfaction arose in my bosom as I reflected upon my 
absolute security. For a very long period of time I was 
accustomed to revel in this sentiment. It afforded me 
more real delight than all the mere wordly advantages 
accruing from my sin. But there arrived at length an 
epoch, from which the pleasurable feeling grew, by 
scarcely perceptible gradations, into a haunting and har¬ 
assing thought. It harassed because it haunted. I could 
scarcely get rid of it for an instant. It is quite a common 
thing to be thus annoyed with the ringing in our ears, or 
rather in our memories, of the burthen of some ordinary 
song, or some unimpressive snatches from an opera. Nor 
will we be the less tormented if the song in itself be good, 
or the opera air meritorious. In this manner, at last, I 
would perpetually catch myself pondering upon my secu¬ 
rity, and repeating, in a low under-tone, the phrase, “ I 
am safe.” 

One day, whilst sauntering along the streets, I arrested 
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myself in the act of murmuring, half aloud, these cus¬ 
tomary syllables. In a fit of petulance, I re-modelled 
them thus : “ I am safe—I am safe—yes—if I be not 
fool enough to make open confession! ” 

No sooner had I spoken these words, than I felt an icy 
chill creep to my heart. I had had some experience in 
these fits of perversity (whose nature I have been at some 
trouble to explain), and I remembered well that in no 
instance I had successfully resisted their attacks. And 
now my own casual self-suggestion, that I might possibly 
be fool enough to confess the murder of which I had 
been guilty, confronted me, as if the very ghost of him 
whom I had murdered—and beckoned me on to death. 

At first, I made an effort to shake off this nightmare of 
the soul. I walked vigorously—faster—still faster—at 
length I ran. I felt a maddening desire to shriek aloud. 
Every succeeding wave of thought overwhelmed me with 
new terror, for, alas! I well, too well, understood that to 
think , in my situation, was to be lost. I still quickened 
my pace. I bounded like a madman through the crowded 
thoroughfares. At length, the populace took the alarm, 
and pursued me. I felt then the consummation of my 
fate. Could I have torn out my tongue, I would have 
done it—but a rough voice resounded in my ears—a 
rougher grasp seized me by the shoulder. I turned—I 
gasped for breath. For a moment I experienced all the 
pangs of suffocation; I became blind, and deaf, and 
giddy; and then some invisible fiend, I thought, struck 
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me with his broad palm upon the back. The long-impris¬ 
oned secret burst forth from my soul. 

They say that I spoke with a distinct enunciation, but 
with marked emphasis and passionate hurry, as if in 
dread of interruption before concluding the brief but 
pregnant sentences that consigned me to the hangman 
and to hell. 

Having related all that was necessary for the fullest 
judicial conviction, I fell prostrate in a swoon. 

But why shall I say more? To-day I wear these 
chains, and am here! To-morrow I shall be fetterless!— 
. but where ? 
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Nullus enim locus sine genio est.— Servius . 

“ T“ A musique,” says Marmontel, in those “ Contes 

J_ j Moraux ” * which, in all our translations, we have 

insisted upon calling “ Moral Tales/' as if in mockery of 
their spirit—“ la musique est le seul des talents qui jouissent 
de lui mime; tons les autres veulent des temoins” He 
here confounds the pleasure derivable from sweet sounds 
with the capacity for creating them. No more than any 
other talent , is that for music susceptible of complete en¬ 
joyment, where there is no second party to appreciate its 
exercise. And it is only in common with other talents 
that it produces effects which may be fully enjoyed in 
solitude. The idea which the raconteur has either failed 
to entertain clearly, or has sacrificed in its expression to his 
national love of point , is, doubtless, the very tenable one 
that the higher order of music is the most thoroughly es¬ 
timated when we are exclusively alone. The proposition, 
in this form, will be admitted at once by those who love 

* Moraux is here derived from moeurs , and its meaning is “fashionable ” 
or, more strictly, “ of manners.” 
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the lyre for its own sake, and for its spiritual uses. But 
there is one pleasure still within the reach of fallen mor¬ 
tality—and perhaps only one—which owes even more 
than does music to the accessory sentiment of seclusion. 
I mean the happiness experienced in the contemplation 
of natural scenery. In truth, the man who would behold 
aright the glory of God upon earth must in solitude be¬ 
hold that glory. To me, at least, the presence—not of 
human life only, but of life in any other form than that 
of the green things which grow upon the soil and are 
voiceless—is a stain upon the landscape—is at war with 
the genius of the scene. I love, indeed, to regard the 
dark valleys, and the gray rocks, and the waters that 
silently smile, and the forests that sigh in uneasy slum¬ 
bers, and the proud watchful mountains that look down 
upon all,—I love to regard these as themselves but the 
colossal members of one vast animate and sentient whole 
—a whole whose form (that of the sphere) is the most 
perfect and most inclusive of all ; whose path is among 
associate planets ; whose meek handmaiden is the moon , 
whose mediate sovereign is the sun ; whose life is eter¬ 
nity ; whose thought is that of a God; whose en¬ 
joyment is knowledge ; whose destinies are lost in im¬ 
mensity ; whose cognizance of ourselves is akin with our 
own cognizance of the animalcule? which infest the brain 
—a being which we, in consequence, regard as purely inani¬ 
mate and material, much in the same manner as these 
animalcule? must regard us. 
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Our telescopes, and our mathematical investigations as¬ 
sure us on every hand—notwithstanding the cant of the 
more ignorant of the priesthood—that space, and there¬ 
fore that bulk, is an important consideration in the eyes 
of the Almighty. The cycles in which the stars move are 
those best adapted for the evolution, without collision, of 
the greatest possible number of bodies. The forms of 
those bodies are accurately such as, within a given sur¬ 
face, to include the greatest possible amount of matter;— 
while the surfaces themselves are so disposed as to ac¬ 
commodate a denser population than could be accommo¬ 
dated on the same surfaces otherwise arranged. Nor is it 
any argument against bulk being an object with God, 
that space itself is infinite; for there may be an infinity 
of matter to fill it. And since we see clearly that the en¬ 
dowment of matter with vitality is a principle—indeed, as 
far as our judgments extend, the leading principle in the 
operations of Deity,—it is scarcely logical to imagine it 
confined to the regions of the minute, where we daily trace 
it, and not extending to those of the august. As we find 
cycle within cycle without end,—yet all revolving around 
one far-distant centre which is the Godhead, may we not 
analogically suppose in the same manner, life within life, the 
less within the greater, and all within the Spirit Divine ? 
In short, we are madly erring, through self-esteem, in be¬ 
lieving man, in either his temporal or future destinies, 
to be of more moment in the universe than that vast 
“ clod of the valley ” which he tills and contemns, and to 
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which he denies a soul for no more profound reason than 
that he does not behold it in operation.* 

These fancies, and such as these, have always given to 
my meditations among the mountains and the forests, 
by the rivers and the ocean, a tinge of what the every¬ 
day world would not fail to term fantastic. My wander¬ 
ings amid such scenes have been many, and far-searching, 
and often solitary; and the interest with which I have 
strayed through many a dim, deep valley, or gazed into 
the reflected heaven of many a bright lake, has been an 
interest greatly deepened by the thought that I have 
strayed and gazed alone . What flippant Frenchman f 
was it who said in allusion to the well-known work of 
Zimmerman, that, “la solitude est une belle chose; mais 
il faut quelqii un pour vous dire que la solitude est tine 
belle chose ? ” The epigram cannot be gainsaid ; but the 
necessity is a thing that does not exist. 

It was during one of my lonely journeyings, amid a far- 
distant region of mountain locked within mountain, and 
sad rivers and melancholy tarns writhing or sleeping 
within all—that I chanced upon a certain rivulet and 
island. I came upon them suddenly in the leafy June, 
and threw myself upon the turf, beneath the branches of 
an unknown odorous shrub, that I might doze as I con¬ 
templated the scene. I felt that thus only should I look 
upon it—such was the character of phantasm which it wore. 

* Speaking of the tides, Pomponius Mela, in his treatise “ De Stilt OrbisP 
says “ either the world is a great animal, or M etc. 

f Balzac—in substance—I do not remember the words. 
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On all sides—save to the west, where the sun was about 
sinking—arose the verdant walls of the forest. * The 
little river which turned sharply in its course, and was 
thus immediately lost to sight, seemed to have no exit 
from its prison, but to be absorbed by the deep- 
green foliage of the trees to the east—while in the oppo¬ 
site quarter (so it appeared to me as I lay at length and 
glanced upward) there poured down noiselessly and con¬ 
tinuously into the valley, a rich golden and crimson water¬ 
fall from the sunset fountains of the sky. 

About midway in the short vista which my dreamy 
vision took in, one small circular island, profusely ver- 
dured, reposed upon the bosom of the stream. 

So blended bank and shadow there 
That each seemed pendulous in air— 

so mirror-like was the glassy water, that it was scarcely 
possible to say at what point upon the slope of the emer¬ 
ald turf its crystal dominion began. 

My position enabled me to include in a single view 
both the eastern and western extremities of the islet, 
and I observed a singularly marked difference in their 
aspects. The latter was all one radiant harem of garden 
beauties. It glowed and blushed beneath the eye of the 
slant sunlight, and fairly laughed with flowers. The 
grass was short, springy, sweet-scented, and asphodel- 
interspersed. The trees were lithe, mirthful, erect— 
bright, slender, and graceful,—of Eastern figure and foli¬ 
age, with bark smooth, glossy, and parti-colored. There 
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seemed a deep sense of life and joy about all; and al¬ 
though no airs blew from out the heavens, yet every 
thing had motion through the gentle sweepings to and 
fro of innumerable butterflies, that might have been mis¬ 
taken for tulips with wings.* 

The other or eastern end of the isle was whelmed in the 
blackest shade. A sombre, yet beautiful and peaceful 
gloom here pervaded all things. The trees were dark in 
color, and mournful in form and attitude, wreathing 
themselves into sad, solemn, and spectral shapes that 
conveyed ideas of mortal sorrow and untimely death. 
The grass wore the deep tint of the cypress, and the 
heads of its blades hung droopingly, and hither and 
thither among it were many small unsightly hillocks, 
low and narrow, and not very long, that had the aspect 
of graves, but were not; although over and all about 
them the rue and the rosemary clambered. The shade 
of the trees fell heavily upon the water, and seemed to 
bury itself therein, impregnating the depths of the ele¬ 
ment with darkness. I fancied that each shadow, as the 
sun descended lower and lower, separated itself sullenly 
from the trunk that gave it birth, and thus became ab¬ 
sorbed by the stream ; while other shadows issued mo¬ 
mently from the trees, taking the place of their predeces¬ 
sors thus entombed. 

This idea, having once seized upon my fancy, greatly 
excited it, and I lost myself forthwith in revery. “If 


*Florem putares mare per liquidum oethera.— P. Commire 
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ever island were enchanted/' said I to myself, “ this is it. 
This is the haunt of the few gentle Fays who remain from 
the wreck of the race. Are these green tombs theirs ? 
—or do they yield up their sweet lives as mankind yield 
up their own ? In dying, do they not rather waste away 
mournfully, rendering unto God, little by little, their ex¬ 
istence, as these trees render up shadow after shadow, 
exhausting their substance unto dissolution ? What the 
wasting tree is to the water that imbibes its shade, grow¬ 
ing thus blacker by what it preys upon, may not the life 
of the Fay be to the death which engulfs it? ” 

As I thus mused, with half-shut eyes, while the sun sank 
rapidly to rest, and eddying currents careered round and 
round the island, bearing upon their bosom large, dazzling, 
white flakes of the bark of the sycamore—flakes which, in 
their multiform positions upon the water, a quick imagi¬ 
nation might have converted into any thing it pleased,— 
while I thus mused, it appeared to me that the form of 
one of those very Fays about whom I had been ponder¬ 
ing made its way slowly into the darkness from out the 
light at the western end of the island. She stood erect 
in a singularly fragile canoe, and urged it with the mere 
phantom of an oar. While within the influence of the 
lingering sunbeams, her attitude seemed indicative of joy 
—but sorrow deformed it as she passed within the shade. 
Slowly she glided along, and at length rounded the islet 
and re-entered the region of light. “ The revolution 
which has just been made by the Fay," continued I, 
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musingly, “ is the cycle of the brief year of her life. She 
has floated through her winter and through her summer. 
She is a year nearer unto death ; for I did not fail to see 
that, as she came into the shade, her shadow fell from 
her, and was swallowed up in the dark water, making its 
blackness more black.” 

And again the boat appeared, and the Fay ; but about 
the attitude of the latter there was more of care and un¬ 
certainty, and less of elastic joy. She floated again from 
out the light, and into the gloom (which deepened mo¬ 
mently), and again her shadow fell from her into the ebony 
water, and became absorbed into its blackness. And 
again and again she made the circuit of the island, (while 
the sun rushed down to his slumbers), and at each issuing 
into the light, there was more sorrow about her person, 
while it grew feebler, and far fainter, and more indistinct; 
and at each passage into the gloom, there fell from her a 
darker shade, which became whelmed in a shadow more 
black. But at length, when the sun had utterly de¬ 
parted, the Fay, now the mere ghost of her former self, 
went disconsolately with her boat into the region of the 
ebony flood—and that she issued thence at all I cannot 
say, for darkness fell over all things, and I beheld her 
magical figure no more. 
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HE chateau into which my valet had ventured to 



X make forcible entrance, rather than permit me, in 
my desperately wounded condition, to pass a night in the 
open air, was one of those piles of commingled gloom 
and grandeur which have so long frowned among the 
Appennines, not less in fact than in the fancy of Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe. To all appearance it had been temporarily and 
very lately abandoned. We established ourselves in one 
of the smallest and least sumptuously furnished apart¬ 
ments. It lay in a remote turret of the building. Its 
decorations were rich, yet tattered and antique. Its walls 
were hung with tapestry and bedecked with manifold and 
multiform armorial trophies, together with an unusually 
great number of very spirited modern paintings in frames 
of rich golden arabesque. In these paintings, which de¬ 
pended from the walls not only in their main surfaces, but 
in very many nooks which the bizarre architecture of the 
chateau rendered necessary—in these paintings my in¬ 
cipient delirium, perhaps, had caused me to take deep 
interest; so that I bade Pedro to close the heavy shutters 
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of the room—since it was already night,—to light the 
tongues of a tall candelabrum which stood by the head 
of my bed, and to throw open far and wide the fringed 
curtains of black velvet which enveloped the bed itself. 
I wished all this done that I might resign myself, if not to 
sleep, at least alternately to the contemplation of these 
pictures, and the perusal of a small volume which had 
been found upon the pillow, and which purported to 
criticise and describe them. 

Long, long I read—and devoutly, devoutly I gazed. 
Rapidly and gloriously the hours flew by and the deep 
midnight came. The position of the candelabrum dis¬ 
pleased me, and outreaching my hand with difficulty, 
rather than disturb my slumbering valet, I placed it so as 
to throw its rays more fully upon the book. 

But the action produced an effect altogether unantici¬ 
pated. The rays of the numerous candles (for there were 
many) now fell within a niche of the room which had 
hitherto been thrown into deep shade by one of the bed¬ 
posts. I thus saw in vivid light a picture all unnoticed 
before. It was the portrait of a young girl just ripening 
into womanhood. I glanced at the painting hurriedly, 
and then closed my eyes. Why I did this was not at first 
apparent even to my own perception. But while my lids 
remained thus shut, I ran over in mind my reason for 
so shutting them. It was an impulsive movement to gain 
time for thought—to make sure that my vision had not 
deceived me—to calm and subdue my fancy for a more 
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sober and more certain gaze. In a very few moments I 
again looked fixedly at the painting. 

That I now saw aright I could not and would not 
doubt; for the first flashing of the candles upon that can¬ 
vas had seemed to dissipate the dreamy stupor which was 
stealing over my senses, and to startle me at once into 
waking life. 

The portrait, I have already said, was that of a young 
girl. It was a mere head and shoulders, done in what is 
technically termed a vignette manner; much in the style 
of the favorite heads of Sully. The arms, the bosom, and 
even the ends of the radiant hair melted imperceptibly 
into the vague yet deep shadow which formed the back¬ 
ground of the whole. The frame was oval, richly gilded 
and filigreed in Moresque . As a thing of art nothing 
could be more admirable than the painting itself. But it 
could have been neither the execution of the work, nor 
the immortal beauty of the countenance, which had so 
suddenly and so vehemently moved me. Least of all, 
could it have been that my fancy, shaken from its half 
slumber, had mistaken the head for that of a living per¬ 
son. I saw at once that the peculiarities of the design, of 
the vignetting , and of the frame, must have instantly dis¬ 
pelled such idea—must have prevented even its momen¬ 
tary entertainment. Thinking earnestly upon these points, 
I remained, for an hour perhaps, half sitting, half reclining, 
with my vision riveted upon the portrait. At length, sat¬ 
isfied with the true secret of its effect, I fell back within 
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the bed. I had found the spell of the picture in an abso¬ 
lute life-likeliness of expression, which, at first startling, 
finally confounded, subdued, and appalled me. With deep 
and reverent awe I replaced the candelabrum in its former 
position. The cause of my deep agitation being thus shut 
from view, I sought eagerly the volume which discussed 
the paintings and their histories. Turning to the number 
which designated the oval portrait, I there read the vague 
and quaint words which follow: 

“She was a maiden of rarest beauty, and not more 
lovely than full of glee. And evil was the hour when she 
saw, and loved, and wedded the painter. He, passionate, 
studious, austere, and having already a bride in his Art: 
she a maiden of rarest beauty, and not more lovely than 
full of glee ; all light and smiles, and frolicsome as the 
young fawn ; loving and cherishing all things ; hating only 
the Art which was her rival; dreading only the pallet and 
brushes and other untoward instruments which deprived 
her of the countenance of her lover. It was thus a terri¬ 
ble thing for this lady to hear the painter speak of his de¬ 
sire to portray even his young bride. But she was humble 
and obedient, and sat meekly for many weeks in the dark 
high turret-chamber where the light dripped upon the 
pale canvas only from overhead. But he, the painter, 
took glory in his work, which went on from hour to hour, 
and from day to day. And he was a passionate, and wild, 
and moody man, who became lost in reveries ; so that he 
would not see that the light which fell so ghastly in that 
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lone turret withered the health and the spirits of his bride, 
who pined visibly to all but him. Yet she smiled on and 
still on, uncomplainingly, because she saw that the painter 
(who had high renown) took a fervid and burning pleasure 
in his task, and wrought day and night to depict her who 
so loved him, yet who grew daily more dispirited and 
weak. And in sooth some who beheld the portrait spoke 
of its resemblance in low words, as of a mighty marvel, 
and a proof not less of the power of the painter than of 
his deep love for her whom he depicted so surpassingly 
well. But at length, as the labor drew nearer to its con¬ 
clusion, there were admitted none into the turret; for the 
painter had grown wild with the ardor of his work, and 
turned his eyes from the canvas rarely, even to regard the 
countenance of his wife. And he would not see that the 
tints which he spread upon the canvas were drawn from 
the cheeks of her who sat beside him. And when many 
weeks had passed, and but little remained to do, save one 
brush upon the mouth and one tint upon the eye, the 
spirit of the lady again flickered up as tjie flame within 
the socket of the lamp. And then the brush was given, 
and then the tint was placed; and, for one moment, the 
painter stood entranced before the work which he had 
wrought; but in the next, while he yet gazed, he grew 
tremulous and very pallid, and aghast, and crying with a 
loud voice, ‘ This is indeed Life itself! ’ turned suddenly 
to regard his beloved :—She was dead! ” 
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Stay for me there ! I will not fail 
To meet thee in that hollow vale. 

\Exequy on the death of his wife, by Henry King, Bishop of Chichester.\ 

I LL-FATED and mysterious man!—bewildered in the 
brilliancy of thine own imagination, and fallen in 
the flames of thine own youth ! Again in fancy I behold 
thee! Once more thy form hath risen before me!—not 
—oh ! not as thou art—in the cold valley and shadow— 
but as thou shouldst be —squandering away a life of mag- , 
nificent meditation in that city of dim visions, thine own 
Venice—which is a star-beloved Elysium of the sea, and 
the wide windows of whose Palladian palaces look down 
with a deep and bitter meaning upon the secrets of her 
silent waters. Yes! I repeat it—as thou shouldst be. 
There are surely other worlds than this—other thoughts 
than the thoughts of the multitude—other speculations 
than the speculations of the sophist. Who then shall call 
thy conduct into question ? who blame thee for thy 
visionary hours, or denounce those occupations as a wast- I 
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ing away of life, which were but the overflowings of thine 
everlasting energies? 

It was at Venice, beneath the covered archway there 
called the Ponte di Sospiri , that I met, for the third or 
fourth time the person of whom I speak. It is with a 
confused recollection that I bring to mind the circum¬ 
stances of that meeting. Yet I remember—ah ! how 
should I forget ?—the deep midnight, the Bridge of Sighs, 
the beauty of woman, and the Genius of Romance that 
stalked up and down the narrow canal. 

It was a night of unusual gloom. The great clock of 
the Piazza had sounded the fifth hour of the Italian even¬ 
ing. The square of the Campanile lay silent and deserted, 
and the lights in the old Ducal Palace were dying fast 
away. I was returning home from the Piazetta, by way 
of the Grand Canal. But as my gondola arrived opposite 
the mouth of the canal San Marco, a female voice from 
its recesses broke suddenly upon the night, in one wild, 
hysterical, and long-continued shriek. Startled at the 
sound, I sprang upon my feet; while the gondolier, letting 
slip his single oar, lost it in the pitchy darkness beyond a 
chance of recovery, and we were consequently left to the 
guidance of the current which here sets from the greater 
into the smaller channel. Like some huge and sable- 
feathered condor, we were slowly drifting down toward 
the Bridge of Sighs, when a thousand flambeaux flashing 
from the windows, and down the staircases of the Ducal 
Palace, turned all at once that deep gloom into a livid 
and preternatural day. 
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A child, slipping from the arms of its own mother, had 
fallen from an upper window of the lofty structure into 
the deep and dim canal. The quiet waters had closed 
placidly over their victim ; and, although my own gondola 
was the only one in sight, many a stout swimmer, already 
in the stream, was seeking in vain upon the surface, the 
treasure which was to be found, alas! only within the 
abyss. Upon the broad black marble flagstones at the 
entrance of the palace, and a few steps above the water, 
stood a figure which none who then saw can have 
ever since forgotten. It was the Marchesa Aphrodite— 
the adoration of all Venice—the gayest of the gay—the 
most lovely where all were beautiful—but still the young 
wife of the old.and intriguing Mentoni, and the mother of 
that fair child, her first and only one, who now, deep 
beneath the murky water, was thinking in bitterness of 
heart upon her sweet caresses, and exhausting its little 
life in struggles to call upon her name. 

She stood alone. Her small, bare and silvery feet 
gleamed in the black mirror of marble beneath her. Her 
hair, not as yet more than half loosened for the night 
from its ball-room array, clustered, amid a shower of 
diamonds, round and round her classical head, in curls 
like those of the young hyacinth. A snowy-white and 
gauze-like drapery seemed to be nearly the sole covering 
to her delicate form ; but the mid-summer and midnight 
air was hot, sullen, and still, and no motion in the statue¬ 
like form itself, stirred even the folds of that raiment of 
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very vapor which hung around it as the heavy marble 
hangs around the Niobe. Yet—strange to say!—her 
large lustrous eyes were npt turned downward upon that 
grave wherein her brightest hope lay buried—but riveted 
in a widely different direction ! The prison of the Old 
Republic is, I think, the stateliest building in all Venice— 
but how could that lady gaze so fixedly upon it, when be¬ 
neath her lay stifling her own child? Yon dark, gloomy 
niche, too, yawns right opposite her chamber window— 
what, then, could there be in its shadows—in its architect¬ 
ure—in its ivy-wreathed and solemn cornices—that the 
Marchesa di Mentoni had not wondered at a thousand 
times before ? Nonsense !—Who does not remember 
that, at such a time as this, the eye, like a shattered 
mirror, multiplies the images of its sorrow, and sees in 
innumerable far-off places, the woe which is close at 
hand ? 

Many steps above the Marchesa, and within the arch of 
the water-gate, stood, in full dress, the Satyr-like figure of 
Mentoni himself. He was occasionally occupied in thrum- 
ming a guitar, and seemed ennuyt to the very death, as at 
intervals he gave directions for the recovery of his 
child. Stupefied and aghast, I had myself no power to 
move from the upright position I had assumed upon first 
hearing the shriek, and must have presented to the eyes of 
the agitated group a spectral and ominous appearance, as 
with pale countenance and rigid limbs, I floated down 
among them in that funereal gondola. 
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All efforts proved in vain. Many of the most energetic 
in the search were relaxing their exertions, and yielding 
to a gloomy sorrow. There seemed but little hope for the 
child ; (how much less than for the mother!) but now, 
from the interior of that dark niche which has been already 
mentioned as forming a part of the Old Republican prison, 
and as fronting the lattice of the Marchesa, a figure 
muffled in a cloak, stepped out within reach of the light, 
and, pausing a moment upon the verge of the giddy 
descent, plunged headlong into the canal. As, in an 
instant afterward, he stood with the still living and breath¬ 
ing child within his grasp, upon the marble flagstones by 
the side of the Marchesa, his cloak, heavy with the drench¬ 
ing water, became unfastened, and, falling in folds about 
his feet, discovered to the wonder-stricken spectators the 
graceful person of a very young man, with the sound 
of whose name the greater part of Europe was then 
ringing. 

No word spoke the deliverer. But the Marchesa! She 
will now receive her child—she will press it to her heart— 
she will cling to its little form, and smother it with her 
caresses. Alas! another's arms have taken it from the 
stranger— another's arms have taken it away, and borne it 
afar off, unnoticed, into the palace! And the Marchesa! 
Her lip—her beautiful lip trembles; tears are gathering 
in her eyes—those eyes which, like Pliny's acanthus, are 
“soft and almost liquid.” Yes! tears are gathering in 
those eyes—and see ! the entire woman thrills throughout 
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the soul, and the statue has started into life ! The pallor 
of the marble countenance, the swelling of the marble 
bosom, the very purity of the marble feet, we behold sud¬ 
denly flushed over with a tide of ungovernable crimson ; 
and a slight shudder quivers about her delicate frame, 
as a gentle air at Napoli about the rich silver lilies in the 
grass. 

Why should that lady blush ! To this demand there is 
no answer—except that, having left, in the eager haste 
and terror of a mother’s heart, the privacy of her own 
boudoir , she has neglected to enthral her tiny feet in their 
slippers, and utterly forgotten to throw over her Venetian 
shoulders that drapery which is their due. What other 
possible reason could there have been for her so blushing? 
—for the glance of those wild appealing eyes?—for the 
unusual tumult of that throbbing bosom ?—for the con¬ 
vulsive pressure of that trembling hand?—that hand which 
fell, as Mentoni turned into the palace, accidentally, upon 
the hand of the stranger. What reason could there have 
been for the low—the singularly low tone of those un¬ 
meaning words which the lady uttered hurriedly in bidding 
him adieu ? “ Thou hast conquered,” she said, or the 

murmurs of the water deceived me; “thou hast con¬ 
quered—one hour after sunrise—we shall meet—so let 
it be! ” 

****** 

The tumult had subsided, the lights had died away 
within the palace, and the stranger, whom I now recog- 
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nizcd, stood alone upon the flags. He shook with incon¬ 
ceivable agitation, and his eye glanced around in search 
of a gondola. I could not do less than offer him the ser¬ 
vice of my own ; and he accepted the civility. Having 
obtained an oar at the water-gate, we proceeded together 
to his residence, while he rapidly recovered his self- 
possession, and spoke of our former slight acquaintance in 
terms of great apparent cordiality. 

There are some subjects upon which I take pleasure in 
being minute. The person of the stranger—let me call 
him by this title, who to all the world was still a stranger 
—the person of the stranger is one of these subjects. In 
height he might have been below rather than above the 
medium size: although there were moments of intense 
passion when his frame actually expajided and belied the 
assertion. The light, almost slender symmetry of his 
figure promised more of that ready activity which he 
evinced at the Bridge of Sighs, than of that Herculean 
strength which he has been known to wield without an 
effort, upon occasions of more dangerous emergency. 
With the mouth and chin of a deity—singular, wild, full, 
liquid eyes, whose shadows varied from pure hazel to in¬ 
tense and brilliant jet—and a profusion of curling, black 
hair, from which a forehead of unusual breadth gleamed 
forth at intervals all light and ivory—his were features 
than which I have seen none more classically regular, ex¬ 
cept, perhaps, the marble ones of the Emperor Commodus. 
Yet his countenance was, nevertheless, one of those 
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which all men have seen at some period of their lives, and 
have never afterward seen again. It had no peculiar, it 
had no settled predominant expression to be fastened 
upon the memory ; a countenance seen and instantly for¬ 
gotten, but forgotten with a vague and never-ceasing 
desire of recalling it to mind. Not that the spirit of each 
rapid passion failed, at any time, to throw its own distinct 
image upon the mirror of that face—but that the mirror, 
mirror-like, retained no vestige of the passion, when the 
passion had departed. 

Upon leaving him on the night of our adventure, he 
solicited me, in what I thought an urgent manner, to call 
upon him very early the next morning. Shortly after 
sunrise, I found myself accordingly at his Palazzo, one of 
those huge structures of gloomy yet fantastic pomp, 
which tower above the waters of the Grand Canal in the 
vicinity of the Rialto. I was shown up a broad winding 
staircase of mosaics, into an apartment whose unparalleled 
splendor burst through the opening door with an actual 
glare, making me blind and dizzy with luxuriousness. 

I knew my acquaintance to be wealthy. Report had 
spoken of his possessions in terms which I had even 
ventured to call terms of ridiculous exaggeration. But 
as I gazed about me, I could not bring myself to believe 
that the wealth of any subject in Europe could have 
supplied the princely magnificence which burned and 
blazed around. 

Although, as I say, the sun had arisen, yet the room 
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was still brilliantly lighted up. I judge from this circum¬ 
stance, as well as from an air of exhaustion in the coun¬ 
tenance of my friend, that he had not retired to bed 
during the whole of the preceding night. In the archi¬ 
tecture and embellishments of the chamber, the evident 
design had been to dazzle and astound. Little attention 
had been paid to the decora of what is technically called 
keeping , or to the proprieties of nationality. The eye 
wandered from object to object, and rested upon none— 
neither the grotesques of the Greek painters, nor the 
sculptures of the best Italian days, nor the huge carvings 
of untutored Egypt. Rich draperies in every part of the 
room trembled to the vibration of low, melancholy music, 
whose origin was not to be discovered. The senses were 
oppressed by mingled and conflicting perfumes, reeking 
up from strange convolute censers, together with multi¬ 
tudinous flaring and flickering tongues of emerald and 
violet fire. The rays of the newly risen sun poured in 
upon the whole, through windows, formed each of a single 
pane of crimson-tinted glass. Glancing to and fro, in a 
thousand reflections, from curtains which rolled from their 
cornices like cataracts of molten silver, the beams of 
natural glory mingled at length fitfully with the artificial 
light, and lay weltering in subdued masses upon a carpet 
of rich, liquid-looking cloth of Chili gold. 

“Ha! ha! ha!—ha! ha! ha ! ”—laughed the propri¬ 
etor, motioning me to a seat as I entered the room, and 
throwing himself back at full-length upon an ottoman. 
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“ I see/’ said he, perceiving that I could not immediately 
reconcile myself to the biensfance of so singular a welcome, 
—“I see you are astonished at my apartment—at my 
statues—my pictures—my originality of conception in 
architecture and upholstery! absolutely drunk, eh, with 
my magnificence ? But pardon me, my dear sir; (here his 
tone of voice dropped to the very spirit of cordiality,) 
pardon me for my uncharitable laughter. You appeared 
so utterly astonished. Besides, some things are so com¬ 
pletely ludicrous, that a man must laugh, or die. To die 
laughing must be the most glorious of all glorious deaths! 
Sir Thomas More—a very fine man was Sir Thomas More 
—Sir Thomas More died laughing, you remember. Also 
in the 1 Absurdities * of Ravisius Textor, there is a long list 
of characters who came to the same magnificent end. Do 
you know, however,” continued he, musingly, “that at 
Sparta (which is now Palaeochori), at Sparta, I say, to the 
west of the citadel, among a chaos of scarcely visible 
ruins, is a kind of socle , upon which are still legible the let¬ 
ters AA&M. They are undoubtedly part of rEAA&MA . 
Now, at Sparta were a thousand temples and shrines to a 
thousand different divinities. How exceedingly strange 
that the altar of Laughter should have survived all the 
others! But in the present instance,” he resumed, with a 
singular alteration of voice and manner, “ I have no right 
to be merry at your expense. You might well have been 
amazed. Europe cannot produce any thing so fine as 
this, my little regal cabinet. My other apartments are by 
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no means of the same order—mere ultras of fashionable 
insipidity. This is better than fashion—is it not? Yet 
this has but to be seen to become the rage—that is, with 
those who could afford it at the cost of their entire patri¬ 
mony. I have guarded, however, against any such profa¬ 
nation. With one exception, you are the only human 
being, besides myself and m y valet, who has been admitted 
within the mysteries of these imperial precincts, since 
they have been bedizened as you see! ” 

I bowed in acknowledgment—for the overpowering 
sense of splendor and perfume and music, together with 
the unexpected eccentricity of his address and manner, 
prevented me from expressing, in words, my appreciation 
of what I might have construed into a compliment. 

“ Here,” he resumed, arising and leaning on my arm as 
he sauntered around the apartment, “ here are paintings 
from the Greeks to Cimabue, and from Cimabue to the 
present hour. Many are chosen, as you see, with little 
deference to the opinions of Virtu. They are all, how¬ 
ever, fitting tapestry for a chamber such as this. Here, 
too, are some chef-d ’ oeuvres of the unknown great; and 
here, unfinished designs by men, celebrated in their day, 
whose very names the perspicacity of the academies has 
left to silence and to me. What think you,” said he, 
turning abruptly as he spoke,—“what think you of this 
Madonna della Pieta ? ” 

“ It is Guido’s own! ” I said, with all the enthusiasm of 
my nature, for I had been poring intently over its sur- 
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passing loveliness. “ It is Guido's own !—how could you 
have obtained it ? she is undoubtedly in painting what 
the Venus is in sculpture." 

“ Ha! ” said he, thoughtfully, “ the Venus ?—the beauti¬ 
ful Venus?—the Venus of the Medici?—she of the 
diminutive head and the gilded hair? Part of the left 
arm [here his voice dropped so as to be heard with diffi¬ 
culty], and all the right, are restorations, and in the 
coquetry of that right arm lies, I think, the quintessence 
of all affectation. Give me the Canova! The Apollo, 
too, is a copy—there can be no doubt of it—blind fool 
that I am, who cannot behold the boasted inspiration of 
the Apollo! I cannot help—pity me !—I cannot help 
preferring the Antinous. Was it not Socrates who said 
that the statuary found his statue in the block of marble ? 
Then Michael Angelo was by no means original in his 
couplet— 

* Non ha 1 * ottimo artista alcun concetto 
Che un marmo solo in se non circunscriva.' ” 

It has been, or should be remarked, that, in the manner 
of the true gentleman, we are always aware of a difference 
from the bearing of the vulgar, without being at once 
precisely able to determine in what such difference con¬ 
sists. Allowing the remark to have applied in its full 
force to the outward demeanor of my acquaintance, I felt 
it, on that eventful morning, still more fully applicable to 
his moral temperament and character. Nor can I better 
define that peculiarity of spirit which seemed to place 


THE ASSIGNATION . 


562 

him so essentially apart from all other human beings, 
than by calling it a habit of intense and continual 
thought, pervading even his most trivial actions—in¬ 
truding upon his moments of dalliance—and inter¬ 
weaving itself with his very flashes of merriment—like 
adders which writhe from out the eyes of the grinning 
masks in the cornices around the temples of Persepolis. 

I could hot help, however, repeatedly observing, through 
the mingled tone of levity and solemnity with which he 
rapidly descanted upon matters of little importance, a 
certain air of trepidation—a degree of nervous unction in 
action and in speech—an unquiet excitability of manner 
which appeared to me at all times unaccountable, and 
upon some occasions even filled me with alarm. Fre¬ 
quently, too, pausing in the middle of a sentence whose 
commencement he had apparently forgotten, he seemed 
to be listening in the deepest attention, as if either in 
momentary expectation of a visitor, or to sounds which 
must have had existence in his imagination alone. 

It was during one of these reveries or pauses of appar¬ 
ent abstraction, that, in turning over a page of the poet 
and scholar Politian’s beautiful tragedy, “ The Orfeo ” 
(the first native Italian tragedy), which lay near me upon 
an ottoman, I discovered a passage underlined in pencil. 
It was a passage toward the end of the third act—a pas¬ 
sage of the most heart-stirring excitement—a passage 
which, although tainted with impurity, no man shall read 
without a thrill of novel emotion—no woman without a 



TIIE ASSIGNATION. 


563 


sigh. The whole page was blotted with fresh tears; and, 
upon the opposite interleaf, were the following English 
lines, written in a hand so very different from the pecul¬ 
iar characters of my acquaintance, that I had some diffi¬ 
culty in recognizing it as his own: 


Thou wast that all to me, love, 

For which my soul did pine— 

A green isle in the sea, love, 

A fountain and a shrine, 

All wreathed with fairy fruits and flowers; 
And all the flowers were mine. 


Ah, dream too bright to last! 

Ah, starry Hope, that didst arise 
But to be overcast! 

A voice from out the Future cries, 

“ Onward ! ”—but o’er the Past 
(Dim gulf !) my spirit hovering lies, 
Mute—motionless—aghast! 


For alas ! alas ! with me 
The light of life is o’er. 

“No more—no more—no more, 

(Such language holds the solemn sea 
To the sands upon the shore,) 

Shall bloom the thunder-blasted tree, 
Or the stricken eagle soar ! 


Now all my hours are trances ; 

And all my nightly dreams 
Are where the dark eye glances, 
And where thy footstep gleams 
In what ethereal dances, 

By what Italian streams. 
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Alas ! for that accursed time 
They bore thee o’er the billow, 
From Love to titled age and crime, 
And an unholy pillow !— 

From me, and from our misty clime, 
Where weeps the silver willow ! 


That these lines were written in English—a language 
with which I had not believed their author acquainted— 
afforded me little matter for surprise. I was too well 
aware of the extent of his acquirements, and of the sin¬ 
gular pleasure he took in concealing them from observa¬ 
tion, to be astonished at any similar discovery; but the place 
of date, I must confess, occasioned me no little amaze¬ 
ment. It had been originally London , and afterward 
carefully overscored—not, however, so effectually as to 
conceal the word from a scrutinizing eye. I say, this occa¬ 
sioned me no little amazement; for I well remember that, 
in a former conversation with my friend, I particularly in¬ 
quired if he had at anytime met in London the Marchesa 
di Mentoni (who for some years previous to her marriage 
had resided in that city), when his answer, if I mistake 
not, gave me to understand that he had never visited the 
metropolis of Great Britain. I might as well here men¬ 
tion, that I have more than once heard, (without, of 
course, giving credit to a report involving so many im¬ 
probabilities,) that the person of whom I speak, was not 

only by birth, but in education, an Englishman . 

****** 

“ There is one painting,” said he, without being aware 
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of my notice of the tragedy,—“ there is still one painting 
which you have not seen.” And throwing aside a drapery, 
he discovered a full-length portrait of the Marchesa 
Aphrodite. 

Human art could have done no more in the delineation 
of her superhuman beauty. The same ethereal figure 
which stood before me the preceding night upon the steps 
of the Ducal Palace, stood before me once again. But in 
the expression of the countenance, which was beaming all 
over with smiles, there still lurked (incomprehensible 
anomaly !) that fitful stain of melancholy which will ever 
be found inseparable from the perfection of the beautiful. 
Her right arm lay folded over her bosom. With her left 
she pointed downward to a curiously fashioned vase. One 
small, fairy foot, alone visible, barely touched the earth; 
and, scarcely discernible in the billiant atmosphere which 
seemed to encircle and enshrine her loveliness, floated a 
pair of the most delicately imagined wings. My glance 
fell from the painting to the figure of my friend, and the 
vigorous words of Chapman’s Bussy D'Ambois, quivered 
instinctively upon my lips: 

“He is up 

There like a Roman statue ! He will stand 
Till Death hath made him marble ! ” 

“ Come,” he said at length, turning toward a table of 
richly enamelled and massive silver, upon which were a 
few goblets fantastically stained, together with two large 
Etruscan vases, fashioned in the same extraordinary 
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model as that in the foreground of the portrait, and filled 
with what I supposed to be Johannisberger. “Come,” he 
said, abruptly, “let us drink! It is early—but let us 
drink. It is indeed early,” he continued, musingly, as a 
cherub with a heavy golden hammer made the apartment 
ring with the first hour after sunrise: “it is indeed early— 
but what matters it? let us drink! Let us pour out an 
offering to yon solemn sun which these gaudy lamps and 
censers are so eager to subdue! ” And having made me 
pledge him in a bumper, he swallowed in rapid succession 
several goblets of the wine. 

“To dream,” he continued, resuming the tone of his 
desultory conversation, as he held up to the rich light of 
a censer one of the magnificent vases—“to dream has 
been the business of my life, I have therefore framed for 
myself, as you see, a bower of dreams. In the heart of 
Venice could I have erected a better? You behold 
around you, it is true, a medly of architectural embellish¬ 
ments. The chastity of Ionia is offended by antediluvian 
devices, and the sphynxes of Egypt are outstretched upon 
carpets of gold. Yet the effect is incongruous to the 
timid alone. Proprieties of place, and especially of time, 
are the bugbears which terrify mankind from the contem¬ 
plation of the magnificent. Once I was myself a decorist; 
but that sublimation of folly has palled upon my soul. 
All this is now the fitter for my purpose. Like these 
arabesque censers, my spirit is writhing in fire, and the 
delirium of this scene is fashioning me for the wilder 
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visions of that land of real dreams whither I am now 
rapidly departing/’ He here paused abruptly, bent his 
head to his bosom, and seemed to listen to a sound which 
I could not hear. At length, erecting his frame, he looked 
upwards, and ejaculated the lines of the Bishop of Chi¬ 
chester : 

M Stay for me there ! I will not fail 
To meet thee in that hollow vale,” 

In the next instant, confessing the power of the wine, he 
threw himself at full length upon an ottoman. 

A quick step was now heard upon the staircase, and a 
loud knock at the door rapidly succeeded. I was hasten¬ 
ing to anticipate a second disturbance, when a page of 
Mentoni’s household burst into the room, and faltered 
out, in a voice choking with emotion, the incoherent 
words, “ My mistress !—my mistress !—Poisoned !— 
poisoned ! Oh, beautiful—oh, beautiful Aphrodite ! ” 
Bewildered, I flew to the ottoman, and endeavored to 
arouse the sleeper to a sense of the startling intelligence. 
But his limbs were rigid—his lips were livid—his lately 
beaming eyes were riveted in death . I staggered back 
toward the table—my hand fell upon a cracked and 
blackened goblet—and a consciousness of the entire and 
terrible truth flashed suddenly over my soul. 
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T RUE!—nervous—very, very dreadfully nervous I 
had been and am ; but why will you say that I 
am mad? The disease had sharpened my senses—not 
destroyed—not dulled them. Above all was the sense of 
hearing acute. I heard all things in the heaven and in 
the earth. I heard many things in hell. How, then, am 
I mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily—how 
calmly I can tell you the whole story. 

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my 
brain ; but once conceived, it haunted me day and night. 
Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved 
the old man. He had never wronged me. He had never 
given me insult. For his gold I had no desire. I think 
it was his eye! yes, it was this! One of his eyes re¬ 
sembled that of a vulture—a pale blue eye, with a film 
over it. Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold ; 
and so by degrees — very gradually—I made up my mind 

^ to take the life of the old man, and thus rid myself of the 

' s v 

^ eye for ever. • 

^ ^ Now this is the point. You fancy me mad. Madmen 
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know nothing. But you should have seen me. You 
should have seen how wisely I proceeded—with what 
caution—with what foresight—with what dissimulation I 
went to work ! I was never kinder to the old man than 
during the whole week before I killed him. And every 
night, about midnight, I turned the latch of his door and 
opened it—oh, so gently! And then, when I had made 
an opening sufficient for my head, I put in a dark l ant ern, 
all closed,-closed, so that no light shone out, and then I 
thrust in my head. Oh, you would have laughed to see 
how cunningly I thrust it in ! I moved it slowly—very, 
very slowly, so that I might not disturb the old man’s 
sleep. It took me an hour to place my whole head within 
the opening so far that I could see him as he lay upon 
his bed. Ha!—would a madman have been so wise as 
this ? And then, when my head was well in the room, I 
undid the lantern cautiously—oh, so cautiously—cau¬ 
tiously (for the hinges creaked)—I undid it just so much 
that a single thin ray fell upon the vulture eye. And 
this I did for seven long nights—every night just at mid¬ 
night—but I found the eye always closed; and so it was 
impossible to do the work; for it was not the old man 
who vexed me, but his Evil Eye. And every morning, 
when the^day broke, I went boldly into the chamber, and 
spoke courageously to him, calling him by name in a 
hearty tone, and inquiring how he had passed the night. 
So you see he would have been a very profound old man, 
indeed, to suspect that every night, just at twelve, I 
looked in upon him while he slept. 
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Upon the eighth night I was more than usually cautious 
in opening the door. A watch's minute hand moves more 
quickly than did mine. Never before that night had L felt 
the extent of my own powers—of mv sagacity . I could 
scarcely contain my feelings of triumph. To think that 
there I was, opening the door, little by little, and he not 
even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts. I fairly 
chuckled at the idea; and perhaps he heard me; for he 
moved on the bed suddenly, as if startled. Now you may 
think that I drew back—but no. His room was as black 
as pitch with the thick darkness, (for the shutters were 
close fastened, through fear of robbers,) and so I knew 
that he could not see the opening of the door, and I kept 
pushing it on steadily, steadily. 

I had my head in, and was about to open the lantern, 
when my thumb slipped upon the tin fastening, and the 
old man sprang up in the bed, crying out—“ Who’s 
there ? ” 

I kept quite still and said nothing. For a whole hour I 
did not move a muscle, and in the meantime I did not 
hear him lie down. He was still sitting up in the bed 
listening ;—just as I have done, night after night, heark¬ 
ening to the deat h^atches in the wall. 

Presently I heard a slight groan, and I knew it was the 
groan of mortal terror. It was not a groan of pain or of 
grief—oh, no !—it was the low stifled sound that arises 
from the bottom of the soul when overcharged with awe. 
I knew the sound well. Many a night, just at midnight, 
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whe n all the wo rld slept, it has welled up from my gyyn 
bosom, deepening, with its dreadful echo, the.terrors that 
distracted me. I say I knew it well. I knew what the 
old man felt, and pitied him, although I chuckled at 
heart. I knew that he had been lying awake ever since 
the first slight noise, when he had turned in the bed. His 
fears had been ever since growing upon him. He had 
been trying to fancy them causeless, but could not. He 
had been saying to himself—“ It is nothing but the wind 
in the chimney—it is only a mouse crossing the floor,” or 
“it is merely a cricket which has made a single chirp.”, 
Yes, he has been trying to comfort himself with these 
suppositions ; but he had found all in vain. All in vain ; 
because Death, in approaching him, had stalked with his 
black shadow before him, andj^nveloped th^victim. And 
it was the mournful influence of the unperceived shadow 
that caused him to feel—although he neither saw nor 
heard—to feel the presence of my head within the room. 

When I had waited a long time, very patiently, without 
hearing him lie down, I resolved to open a little—a very, 
very little crevice in the lantern. So I opened it—you 
cannot imagine how stealthily, stealthily—until, at length, 
a single dim ray, like the thread of the spider, shot from 
out the crevice and full upon the vulture eye. 

It was open—wide, wide open—and I grew furious as I 
gazed upon it. I saw it with perfect distinctness—all a 
dull blue, with a hideous veil over it that chilled the very 
marrow in my bones; but I could see nothingxlse of the 
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old man’s factor person : for I had directed the ray as if 
by instinct, precisely upon the damned spot. 

And now have I not told you that what you mistake 
for madness is but over-acuteness of the senses ?—now, I 
say, there came to my ears a low, dull, quick sound, such 
as a watch makes when enveloped in cotton. I knew that 
sound well too. It was the beating of the old man’s 
heart. It increased my fury, as the beating of a drum 
stimulates the soldier into courage. 

But even yet I refrained and kept still. I scarcely 
breathed. I held the lantern motionless. I tried how 
steadily I could maintain the ray upon the eye. Mean¬ 
time the hellish tattoo of the heart increased. It grew 
quicker and quicker, and louder and louder every instant. 
The old man’s t error , ^^have Been -extreme ! It grew 
louder, I say, louder every moment!—do you mark me 
well ? I have told you that I am nervous: so I am. And 
now at the dead hour of the night, amid the dreadful 
silence of that old house, so strange a noise &s this excited 
me to uncontrollable terror. Yet, for some minutes longer 
I refrained and stood still. But the beating grew louder, 
louder! I thought the heart must burst. And now a 
new anxiety seized me—the sound would be heard by a 
neighbor ! The old man’s hour had come ! With a loud 
yell, I threw open the lantern and leaped into the room. 
He shrieked once—once only. In an instant I dragged 
him to the floor, and pulled the heavy bed over him. I 
then smiled gaily, to find the deed so far done. But, for 
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many minutes, the heart beat on with a muffled sound. 
This, however, did not vex me; it would not be heard 
through the wall. At length it ceased. The old man 
was dead, I removed the bed and examined the corpse. 
Yes, he was stone, stone dead. I placed my hand upon 
the heart and held it there many minutes. There was no 
pulsation. He was stone .dead. His eye would trouble 
me no more. 

If still you think me mad, you will think so no longer 
when I describe the wise precautions I took for the con¬ 
cealment of the body. The night waned, and I worked 
hastily, but in silence. First of all I dismembered the 
corpse. I cut off the head and the arms and the legs. 

I then took up three planks from the flooring of the 
chamber, and deposited all between the scantlings. I then 
replaced the boards so cleverly, so cunningly, that no 
human eye—not even his —could have detected any thing 
wrong. There was nothing to wash out—no stain of any 
kind—no blood-spot whatever. I had been too wary for 
that. A tub had caught all—ha! ha ! 

When I had made an end of these labors, it was four 
o’clock—still dark as midnight. As the bell sounded the 
hour, there came a knocking at the street door. I went 
down to open it with a light heart,—for what had I now 
to fear? There entered three men,who introduced them¬ 
selves, with perfect suavity, as officers of the police. A 
shriek had been heard by a neighbor during the night; 
suspicion of foul play had been aroused ; information had 
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been lodged at the police office, and they (the officers) 
had been deputed to search the premises. 

I smiled,—for wha t had I to fear?- I bade the gentle¬ 
men welcome. The shriek, I said, was my own in a 
dream. The old man, I mentioned, was absent in the 
country. I took my visitors all over the house. I bade 
them .search—search well. I led them, at length, to his 
chamber. I showed them his treasures, secure, undis¬ 
turbed. In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I brought 
chairs into the room, and desired them here to rest from 
their fatigues, while I myself, in the wild audacity of my 
perfect triumph, placed my own seat upon the very spot 
beneath which reposed the corpse of the victim. 

The officers were satisfied. My manner had convinced 
them. I was singularly at ease. They sat, and while I 
answered cheerily, they chatted familiar things. But, ere 
long, I felt myself getting pale and wished them gone. 
My head ached, and I fancied a ringing in my ears: but 
still they sat and still chatted. The ringing became more 
distinct :—it continued and became more distinct: I 
talked more freely to get rid of the feeling: but it con¬ 
tinued and gained definitiveness—until, at length, I found 
that the noise wa s not within my ears. 

No doubt I now grew very pale ;—but I talked more 
fluently, and with a heightened voice. Yet the sound in¬ 
creased—and what could I do ? It was a low , dull, quick 
sound—much such a sound as a watch makes when envel¬ 
oped in cotton . I gasped for breath—and yet the officers 
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heard it not. I talked more quickly—more vehemently; 
but the noise steadily increased. I arose and argued about 
trifles, in a high key and with violent gesticulations, but 
the noise steadily increased. Why would they not be 
gone ? I paced the floor to and fro with heavy strides, as 
if excited to fury by the observation of the men—but the 
noise steadily increased. Joh God ! what cotild I do ? I 
foamed—I raved—I swore ! I swung the chair upon 
which I had been sitting, and grated it upon the boards, 
but the noise arose over all and continually increased. It 
grew louder—louder— louder l And still the men chatted 
pleasantly, and smiled. Was it possible they heard not ? 
Almighty God !—no, no ! They heard !—they suspected ! 

—they knew ! —they were making a mockery of my hor-^/ 
ror!—this I thought, and this I think. But any tiling^' 
was better than this agony! Any thing was more tolerar^ 
ble than this derision ! I could bear those hypocritical 
smiles no longer! I felt that I must scream or die !—and 




now—again !—hark ! louder! louder ! louder! louder}—^ 




“ Villains!” I shrieked, “ dissemble no more! I admit 
the deed ?—tear up the planks !—here, here !—it is the c , 
beating of his hideous heartJJll 
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